
Rabbeynu Bahya 14th C Spain – reward and punishment

The second part of this absolute faith that is required of each Jew is that he must be convinced that every one of his good deeds will qualify for reward and every one of his sins will be subject to punishment.

B Talmud: Tractate Soferim 12:3 – blessings before and after curses

Levi b. Paṭi enquired of R. Hanina, ‘What is the law in regard to the curses each of which begins with ’arur? Must they be read by one person only, *As with the curses of Lev. 26, 14ff which must not be read by more than one person. and must a benediction be recited before and after them?’ He replied, ‘There is no [passage] that requires a benediction before and after its reading but the curses of Leviticus and Deuteronomy’.

Deuteronomy 26: 11

וְשָׂמַחְתָּ֣ בְכׇל־הַטּ֗וֹב אֲשֶׁ֧ר נָֽתַן־לְךָ֛ יְהֹוָ֥ה אֱלֹהֶ֖יךָ וּלְבֵיתֶ֑ךָ אַתָּה֙ וְהַלֵּוִ֔י וְהַגֵּ֖ר אֲשֶׁ֥ר בְּקִרְבֶּֽךָ׃ {ס}         
And you shall enjoy, together with the Levite and the stranger in your midst, all the bounty that the ETERNAL your God has bestowed upon you and your household.

Deuteronomy 30:1-2

Now, if you obey the ETERNAL your God, to observe faithfully all the commandments that I enjoin upon you this day, the ETERNAL your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth. 
וּבָ֧אוּ עָלֶ֛יךָ כׇּל־הַבְּרָכ֥וֹת הָאֵ֖לֶּה וְהִשִּׂיגֻ֑ךָ כִּ֣י תִשְׁמַ֔ע בְּק֖וֹל יְהֹוָ֥ה אֱלֹהֶֽיךָ׃ 
All these blessings shall come upon you and take effect, if you will but heed the word of the ETERNAL your God: 

Or HaChayim 18 C Morocco
ארור מקלה אביו ואמו, "Accursed is anyone who degrades his father or his mother." It is important to examine why Moses selected that only people guilty of non-observance of these eleven out of a total of 613 commandments were deserving to be publicly declared as being accursed? Are there not some more severe violations, such as the violation of commandments dealing with incest which would qualify no less for the treatment we see here accorded to the violators of these eleven commandments? Is it not difficult to consider adultery as less serious than moving a boundary stone, for instance? 
Perhaps the Torah here enumerates only sins which are normally committed in secret, or which will not be revealed by their victims. This may be the reason why the Torah speaks of ושם בסתר, "and emplace it in secret" (verse 15 where the sin is idolatry). If that sin would be committed in public the sinner would not merely be cursed but he would be executed and the Israelites themselves would be charged with seeing to it that he does not get away with his sin. The same consideration may apply to someone who degrades his father or mother. The Torah speaks of people who do this in private where the hand of the law cannot reach them.
This is why Moses wants to make it plain that they will be accursed by the heavenly tribunal. The same consideration applies to someone who moves boundary stones or fences in a manner which is hard to detect. Not only that, who can prove who has moved the boundary? How are we going to convict the culprit? Similarly, the son-in-law who sleeps with his (consenting) mother-in-law is untouchable by the terrestrial courts so that the Torah has to demonstrate by this means that such people are not immune to the consequences of their actions. The reference to someone who strikes his fellow in secret, i.e. where there are no witnesses, is another such example of offences which cannot be adjudged by a terrestrial court seeing that the evildoer will deny having hit the other fellow, or he may not even be accused of doing so if he acted under cover of darkness or wore a mask, for instance. 
Steinsaltz 20th C Israel/USA
Once the people accept the first curse and its parallel blessing, the Levites recite the second curse: Cursed is one who demeans his father or his mother, and the entire people shall say: Amen. One who acts in this manner does not publicize his behaviour, and his parents are likely to be reluctant to discuss it as well, particularly if they need him or are dependent upon him. The matter therefore remains a family secret. This curse also pertains to cases in which even one’s parents are unaware of their son’s behaviour, e.g., when a son avoids his filial duty to honour his parents by means of deceit and false pretences.

Chafetz Chaim, 19th C Poland – also siblings/step parents?
And if he [the one spoken against] were his older brother, or his mother's husband or his father's wife, he also transgresses the positive commandment of "honouring," their having been included [in this mitzvah by the addition of "ve'et", [(Shemoth 20:12): "Honour your father and [ve'et] your mother,")]. How much more so — if, God forbid, [he speaks lashon hara] against his father or mother themselves, where he certainly transgresses the positive commandment of honouring father and mother — [is such lashon hara especially egregious]! Aside from all this, he also transgresses (Devarim 27:16): "Cursed is he who demeans his father and his mother" — may Heaven protect us!

