Come to the AGM

The Synagogue AGM will be
held on Tuesday, 12 March,
starting at 8 pm.
Come and hear what is
happening and have your say.
The magician kept everyone entertained at the new members cocktail
party on 10 February

March 2019 - Purim 5779

PURIM 5779

Purim falls on 14 Adar 2 (Thursday, 21 March) and we
shall be celebrating with
* a reading of the Megillah, with sound effects, in the
sanctuary, followed by wine, whisky, soft drinks
and hamantaschen downstairs, on Erev Purim,
Wednesday, 20 March, at 7 pm
* The entire community is invited to join the Cheder for
more hamantaschen at 10 am, followed by an abridged,
relaxed version of the Megillah on
Sunday, 24 March
10 am for tea/coffee and hamantaschen
11 am for Megillah reading and music

Fancy dress encouraged at both celebrations, with
prizes to be won
We thus fulfil the traditions of Purim, which include festive
meals, costumes, masquerades, plays, parodies and liquor. This
year we would like to combine the mitzvot of sending food gifts
to friends and money to the poor by collecting items for the
Bromley Food Bank. Whatever you attend over the festival,
please bring gifts of food and toiletries* for us to take to it!
* for items that are specially
needed, please check
out the website https://
bromleyborough.foodbank.org.
uk/give-help/donate-food/
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Thanks to All - View from the Chair

Education Committee News

L

The Education Committee is working
with our new Rabbi to draw up a full and
varied programme of educational talks,
study sessions, discussions etc. Rabbi
Koster has a wide area of expertise and
interests which she would like to share
with as many of you, our members, as
possible. Before we look at dates and
topics, we need you to let us know what
you need or would like to see on the
calendar.

et me begin this View from the Chair
by saying how saddened I, together
so many of us, am by the passing of dear
Zena Goodman. Together with John, she
gave so much to the life of the shul over
nearly 50 years. She was made a Vice
President of the shul as a small recognition
of her contribution. She had multiple
medical problems over many years but
she remained positive and determined
to enjoy life for as long as she was able.
Our hearts go out to John, Andrew, Simon
and Shane. We will all miss her greatly.
May Zena’s memory be for a blessing,
zichrona l’vracha.
Having completed a second period of
three years as chairman and with the shul
Annual General Meeting fast approaching,
I realise that this will be my last View from
the Chair. ‘Thank goodness for that’, I
can hear you say, but perhaps you will
forgive me a little self-indulgent reflection.
I am sure, like many of you, I have felt
depressed and frustrated by politics both
at a national and international level over
the past couple of years. Whichever side of
the Brexit debate we’re on, I suspect that
most of us are appalled by the complete
failure of our government to operate in
a rational and responsible manner in the
best interests of the 65 million people who
live in this country. The leadership of the
Opposition is worse than useless, leaving
many of us effectively disenfranchised.
Then one looks around the world and
sees a proliferation of autocrats such as
those in Russia, China, Turkey, Venezuela
and Iran, who care nothing for their own
citizens and for whom power is their
raison d’être. It doesn’t stop there for in
many democratic countries, such as the
USA, Italy and Germany, there has been
a proliferation of extreme right-wing
parties. The risk of sliding into a major
conflict seems nearer than at any time since
the Second World War. And what can we,
ordinary people, do about it? Nothing.
One feels completely helpless. The views
of the vast majority of us don’t seem to
count for anything, even in democracies
like our own.
So, I ask myself, ‘what can I do?’ And
the answer seems to be ‘just keep on trying
to live a decent life, contributing where
you can.’ So, there’s work and family
and friends and community life. After all,
that’s how most of us humans actually
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live our lives.
We naturally
organise
ourselves
into families,
tribes, groups
and teams at
work and
play. Jews
have always lived that way and continue
to do so, forming communities to worship
together, celebrate our festivals and family
events, educate our children and care
for each other. For most of us the shul
community forms a really valuable part of
our lives, to which we can contribute and
benefit in all sorts of ways. When elderly
members pass away, we feel their loss but,
at the same time, we have new, mostly
younger people, with children joining and
becoming part of our community. The
Winter Party held in February to welcome
new members was attended by over fifty
new and prospective members. We hope
you will all become active and involved
participants in the community. Certainly,
it was a great start, with a group of you
taking responsibility for organising the
event and making it happen, right down
to the washing-up. Thank you so much.
The arrival of Rabbi Chava Koster
also brings a feeling of renewal. She has
already given a number of stimulating
sermons and drashot and taught us some
Sephardi tunes. She is full of ideas for
new ways of motivating us and I know she
will contribute greatly to our adult Jewish
education as well as that of our children
and grandchildren.
So, I accept that there are many things
we cannot change for the better but there
is much within our community that each
one of us can do that makes our lives and
those of others more rewarding. I hope
you agree.
Let me finish by thanking all the
members of the Board and the Committees
with whom it has been a pleasure to
work over the past years and all those
members who contribute to the life of
the community in all sorts of ways, often
quietly, generously and without seeking
recognition. I wish our next chairman
(all right chairwoman), Michelle Brooks
Evans, behatzlacha, every success.
John Posner
Chairman

We are looking to educate, inspire,
entertain. We have plans for Torah
and Talmud study, various levels of
lectures/discussions on all aspects of
Judaism, the Jewish Life Cycle looking
at birth, marriage and death, Judaism for
Beginners, Festivals as well as music,
Hebrew, Yiddish or Ladino.
Please contact us with your views and
wishes!
Adult Education Sessions will be held
on cheder mornings from 10-12 noon
when no other event is taking place.
Topics will depend on your responses
to the above. Details will follow next
month as the first one won’t be until the
end of April.
Rabbi Koster – rabbi@bromleyshul.org.uk
Barbara Kurtz– a.bkurtz@talktalk.net
Shabbat Discussions
At the morning service, the sermon will
be replaced by a study session after
Kiddush.
Join us for a Bring and Share Lunch;
we will provide French bread, if you
would like to bring cheese, salad, fruit.
Two dates have been planned:
Saturdays, 6 April and 18 May
Rabbi Koster will speak on
“Re-Reading the Rabbis of the Talmud.”
Please contact Barbara through the
synagogue (020 8460 5460) and let her
know if you hope to attend and what you
would like to bring to avoid possible
duplication.

Bromley Film Library

For a list of the DVDs available from
the Bromley Film Library (see the
announcement last month’s Highlight)
please go to the synagogue website at:
bromleyshul.org.uk/?page_id=11257
Shul members over 18 years old may borrow
the DVDs for up to two weeks by contacting
Ann Fried through the synagogue
(020 8460 5460).

Copy date for April Highlight: Friday 15 March 2019

Rabbi Chava’s Guide to the Perplexed

I

n our grandparents’ days any Jew with
any sense of history belonged to a
“Landsmanschaft”, a loosely organised
union of people who came from the same
geographic area in Europe. Nowadays,
we feel a little silly dividing ourselves
into categories. Yet we do so according to
religious denominations or social groups.
Since there seems to be a lot of confusion,
I thought I would give you a handy guide
for quick reference.
Orthodox
Orthodox Jews believe that God revealed
the Torah to Moses, as well as the dietary
laws, the Talmud, who to vote for despite
Brexit and the winning lottery numbers in
the Purim Megapounds. For them there is
no such thing as change in the law, women
enjoy an exalted position, usually the second
balcony. Because orthodoxy represents an
unbroken chain with Judaism’s forebears,
it alone is authentic.
Conservative
Most conservative Jews are liberals,
and this confusion of identities has spilt
over into Conservative Judaism. In fact,
the conservative movement has no luck
when it comes to communicating what
it believes. In Israel, they took the name
Masorati, which means traditional, but
everyone thinks they sell Italian sports
cars. Conservative rabbis believe that they
are the heirs to the sages of the Talmud
and follow that tradition by publicly
disagreeing whenever possible. Because
Conservatism represents an unbroken
chain with Judaism’s forebears, it alone
is authentic.
Reform
Reform Jews believe in education and send
all their children to reform schools. There
they learn to appreciate the message of
the mentors of the movement. Leo Baeck
and Leo Haeck and Lionel Blue. Reform
Jews believe that everyone has to decide
for him or herself what is important in
Judaism, except for synagogue dues,
which are decided for you. Because
Reform represents an unbroken chain with
Judaism’s forebears, it alone is authentic.
Reconstructionism
Nobody really knows what
Reconstructionism is except Mordechai
Kaplan, who invented it and he died.
Reconstructionist Jews do not believe in
a supernatural God, but rather they believe
that he prefers to wear a three-piece suit
complete with bowler hat and commutes on
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the tube on a daily basis. He holds a number
of contracts for renovating historical
landmarks, hence the name. This is why
Reconstructionist Jews, who do not really
believe in prayer, can nonetheless pray
for the rebuilding of the Temple, because
they have a bid on the project. Because
Reconstructionism represents an unbroken
chain with Judaism’s forebears, it alone is
authentic.
New movements spring up all the time.
According to the last polls, these are the
ones we need to keep an eye on:
Shtupie
Suburban High-Tech Upwardly Mobile:
not to be confused with the urban high
tech upward poor. Check out the den
in this family’s split level town house
and you will think you are in a Harrods’
showroom. Jewish objects include an
electric chanukiah on a timer and the entire
Jewish “heritage,” series on dvd.
Yuts
Young Urban Traditionalists: Sometimes
married, sometimes single, these people
remember the good times they had in
synagogue youth groups and try to
recapture that spirit by getting together on
Saturday morning in the library or chapel of
an urban synagogue. Services usually run
for four hours and babysitting is provided.
Shlepper
Self-help laid-back ethical person.
This person has done EST, primal
scream, scientology and a weekend with
the Lubavitch. S/He protests racism,
nuclear proliferation, world hunger and
Jeremy Corbyn. And of course BREXIT.
Impossible to argue with this person since
s/he is constantly checking his/her senses: I
hear you, I see where you are coming from
and I feel your vibes.”
Chozir
Campaigning to help on Zionism and
Israeli relations: Twenty years ago, these
young, successful business people toured
Israel in dirty jeans and sleeping bags. Last
year, they took a trip paid for by the Board
of Deputies, stayed in a five-star hotel,
and ate kosher Indian food. Now they are
constantly on the phone asking you either
to contribute to the cause or to write to the
Labour party.
Greps
Gastronomically reawakened ethnic
preppies: They have tried pasta primavera,
they have tried granola, with or without

Coming Soon!
A class led by Rabbi Chava
Koster based on the principles
of The Shalom Hartman Institute

S

ince its inception more than 35 years
ago, the Shalom Hartman Institute
has made the advancement of rabbinic
leadership a core mission. Widely
recognised as a leader in pluralistic,
intensive, thoughtful and challenging
study, the institute‘s senior rabbinic
fellows’ programme encourages the rabbis
chosen to develop their own voices as
intellectual and spiritual leaders in the
pursuit of becoming ever more significant
agents of change in Jewish life.
Rabbi Koster, part of the fourth cohort of
the Rabbinic Leadership Initiative, is proud
to be one of the Senior Rabbinic Fellows of
the Hartman Institute. As part of Bromley
Reform Synagogue, she will be teaching
an ongoing class:
Engaging Israel: Foundations for
a new relationship.
Going deeper than politics or advocacy,
this class reframes the discussion about
the enduring significance of the state of
Israel for contemporary Jews worldwide.
It hopes to elevate the discussion about
Israel by rooting it in Jewish values and
ideas rather than in response to crisis and
antiSemitism. The class will explore such
questions as:
How can Israel create and maintain a Jewish
democracy?
How should a Jewish state exercise military
power ethically?
What values should a Jewish state embody?
Open hearts and minds, mutual respect
and a willingness to agree to sometimes
disagree and to do some reading are class
requirements.
Dates to be arranged.
Further information from Rabbi Koster
socks and they know sushi the way only
South London knows sushi. Now all they
want is pastrami on rye with a pickle
from Moshe’s in Golders Green. You can
recognize them by their favourite old-time
songs: “Gimme a little knish, Will ya, huh?”
And “I have Kasha under my skin.”
Still feeling perplexed? I suggest reading
the Rambam’s Guide to the Perplexed, the
last Board meeting agenda or setting up an
appointment with yours truly.
Happy Purim!
Rabbi Chava Koster
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Cheder News
This month in Cheder it’s all about
Purim, Purim, Purim!
1. We’ll be baking Hamantaschen
on Sunday, 17 March, which
is when the children will start to
learn about Purim. If you are able
to help by sending in a batch of
dough for the children to roll out
and fill, please let me know.
2. The synagogue will hold a Megillah Reading on Wednesday, 20
March at 7 pm. This is “Erev
Purim”, or Purim evening. All are
invited to attend, fancy dress is
encouraged, and Hamentaschen
will be available for scoffing.
3. This will lead to our Cheder
Purim Celebration Day on
Sunday, 24 March. The children
will begin the day with a Cheder
Party in their classrooms from
10 – 10.55 am, learning about
Purim and munching on yet more
Hamantaschen. There will be face
painting, music and general chaos
all around.
4. At 11.00 am, parents and synagogue members are invited to
join us for an abridged Megillah reading and Purim Costume
Parade. Costumes for both children
and adults are encouraged and will
be handsomely rewarded. Come
sit with your kids and help drown
out Haman’s name as we hear the
Megillah together!
5. On Purim it is traditional to collect Matanot Le’evyonim – Gifts
for people in need. We will be
collecting food and toiletries for
our local food bank, so please
send your childrenin with nonperishable items for usd to donate
together.
6. And speaking of charity, This
term Kittah Chet has decided to
raise money for Cancer Research
UK. Please keep sending in those
spare pennies so that we can teach
our children the importance of
giving Tzedakah (charity). As it
says in the Talmud: “Tzedakah is
equal to all the other commandments combined”.
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Social Centre News
7. Don’t forget
to keep an
eye out
for Lili
Evan’s new
Youth Club
column,
which will keep you updated with
all events for kids aged 11+. The
next event will be a Synagogue
Shabbaton Sleepover! For more
details please contact Lili at
lili.evans@live.co.uk.
Last but not least, please check the
Security Rota at the bottom of the
next column to see if we are expecting
you to show up for security. If you
realise you cannot attend on the day
you’ve been allocated, please contact
Katia Pisetzky: pisetzky@gmail.com.
That’s all for now. Until next month,
L’Shalom,
Vicki, Cheder Head Teacher

I

n spite of the bitterly cold weather we
had quite a few members attend our
fortnightly meeting on Wednesday, 23
January. The usual games were played.
Some of us prefer to watch rather than
play, particularly the post-mortem after
each game.
Andreas came for our usual exercises
and lunch was delicious as always. We
all felt pleased we had braved the cold
weather.

The Social Centre birthday girls: Maureen
(left) and Audrey (right) at their celebration
on 13 February
The Social Centre met again on 13
February and, although there were not
as many people as usual, we had an
enjoyable time playing the usual games,
Andreas conducted our exercises and,
as an added bonus, we celebrated two
birthdays. Two of our members have
a birthday on the same day so it was
a double pleasure to wish them both a
happy birthday. Lunch was extra special
to celebrate the birthday girls’ birthdays.
Zelda Stone
Dianne Mathews writes:
The Social Centre will meet again on
Wednesdays, 13 and 27 March from
10.30 am to 2.30 pm. On 27 March there
will be a Round London Photo Quiz.
All are welcome.

Cheder Security Rota –
Purim Term 2019/5779
Sundays:
3 March

10 March
17 March
24 March
31 March
7 April

Alona Sheridan/
Clare/ Robin
Bazalgette
Phil/Joanna Burchill
Chiara Messineo/
Gary Brown
Ruth/Ed Dwight
Len Campling
to be confirmed

Copy date for April Highlight: Friday 15 March 2019

The CCJ talks about Trees

Stephen Weil reports on the Council of Christians and
Jews (SE London) meeting on 22 January in St Stephen’s
Church, Dulwich

W

e discussed the “Importance of Trees
in the Bible and in SE London” In
the context of the Jewish New Year for
Trees (“Tu B’Shvat”), celebrated on the
previous day.
Our panel, chaired by Rev Bernhard
Schunemann, gave us three fascinating
talks:
Dr John Posner, Chairman, Bromley
Reform Synagogue
Danny Diskin, Author, “Science
Revealed”, Director Tarumim.org
Edwin Malins, Great North Wood Project
Officer, London Wildlife Trust
The chairman pulled together key
biblical references to trees: from the trees
of Life and Knowledge in the Garden of
Eden to the tree of the Cross, taking in the
Oaks of Mamre, trees as offering shade as
in Jonah, Zachariah climbing up a tree to
see Jesus.
John Posner talked about the four new
years in the Hebrew calendar:
1. 1st day of Tishri – First day of 7th
month – Rosh Hashana (Head of the
Year) – first day of calendar year,
counting of sabbatical years (every
7th) and jubilee years (every 50th).
2. 1st Nisan – First day of 1st month –
Spring (Aviv) – Start of reign of a king
3. 1st Elul – New Year for animal tithes
4. 15th of the month of Shevat (Tu
B’Shvat) - Jewish New Year for Trees
falls in late January / early February
and
a. marks the first fruit tree to blossom
each year in the Land of Israel– the
almond.
b. the date for tithing (taxing) for
harvest of fruit trees
c. Festival of Gifts and eating of
dried fruit of different kinds e.g.
dates, nuts, figs, raisins – actually
7 types of produce mentioned in
Deuteronomy. 8:8: wheat, barley,
grapes, figs, pomegranates, olives
and dates (honey).
The planting of trees in the Palestinian
Mandate/Israel was and is very important,
with 240 million trees planted since 1901.
In recent years the festival of Tu B’Shvat
has evolved into a time for environmental
action.
Danny Diskin explained the concept
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of Syntropic Agroforestry, regenerating
land by planting grass, herb and tree
species in sequence, working with natural
cycles to provide food security and local
self-sufficiency. Planting is mixed, not
monoculture. Danny referred specifically
to a project he is leading in the Minas
Gerais area of Brazil to restore an area
devastated by deforestation. He warned
us that destroying trees releases negative
energies.
Edwin Malins focused on the last 500
years or so of history of the Sydenham Hill
woods. He explained that the North Wood
(north of Croydon), of which Sydenham
Hill Woods and Dulwich Woods are
survivors, has been sustainably managed
working woodland for hundreds of years,
as distinct from low-lying agricultural land
around the perimeter of Sydenham Hill. The
North Wood was managed for commercial
purposes, for production of charcoal, tannin
and oak beams. Dulwich and Sydenham
Woods were an important source of income
for the Dulwich Estate until well into the
nineteenth century.
Edwin also told us that “woods” had an
economic function different from “forest”,
where the king and his nobles hunted for
deer and a different law applied.
There were many interesting questions
from the audience, which were well
answered by our panellists, including on
the challenge local councils face in having
to destroy trees whether for cemeteries or
to avoid potential litigation risk; why the
land which is now Israel and the Palestinian
territories had been so deforested during
the Ottoman period, and the role of Saint
Francis, from whom the present Pope has
taken his name, in emphasising trees and
nature.
Thank you very much St Stephen’s
Dulwich for your hospitality!
Links:
For more about syntropic agriculture: see
www.tarumim.org
For more about the Great North Woods
project: see
https://www.wildlondon.org.uk/greatnorth-wood
Giving money: to give money to Tarumim,
please donate to Tarumim through the
website (www.tarumin.org) or the bank
account: Account Number: 82877745,

nightingale
hammerson

Supper Quiz
Sunday, 10 March
at Nightingale House
105 Nightingale Lane,
London SW12 8NB
Supper: 6.45 pm
Quiz starts: 8.00 pm
Suggested donation of
£30.00 per entry
or £270 for a table of 10
Please apply by
Monday, 4 March
by post to the above address
or online at www.
nightingalehammerson.org
For reservations contact
the Fundraising Dept:
tel. 020 8772 2333

JEWISH BOOK WEEK
at Kings Place London N1
and JW3,
341-351 Finchley Road,
London NW3
2 - 10 March

Booking is now open for the
2019 festival.
Featuring debates on Brexit,
demagogues and antisemitism;
discussions on food, love and the
science of sleep; literati, libretti
and laughs — plus our extraspecial closing event showcasing
the best of Jewish talent.
More details on page 9.
Pick up a brochure at the shul or
visit the website:
www.jewishbookweek.com

The Communal Seder
As is our custom the Communal Seder
will be a family-friendly one and will
be held on the second night of Pesach
(Saturday, 20 April this year) starting
at 6 pm prompt.
Please ring the synagogue on 020 8460
5460 if you wish to attend.
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Social and Personal
DEATH - We are very sad to report the
death of our member and Vice President,
Zena Goodman. With husband John, Zena
was an active member of our shul for almost
50 years. Our heartfelt condolences go to
John and their children, Andrew, Simon
and Shane.
BEREAVEMENTS - Sincere condolences
to Dianne Mathews on the sad loss of her
brother, Harold Jacobs, in Manchester in
January.
Sincere condolences also to Rabbi Jason
Holtz and his family on the sad loss of his
father, Richard Holtz, in the United States.
May the memory of our dear departed ones
be for a blessing.
GET WELL SOON - Pauline Jeffree
writes: We are thinking of and wishing
well to members of our community and
others known to us who are unwell or
undergoing treatment.
GEORGE’S NEW BOOK - A hearty
mazal tov to Dr. George Stein on the
publication of his detailed and scholarly
work on ‘The Hidden Psychiatry of the Old
Testament’. The book was many years in
the making and members of BRS have been
privileged to hear the gist of it in a series of
Sunday afternoon talks that George gave
under the aegis of the Education Committee
over the past few years.
A TRIO OF FRANKELS
Nick, Megan and Jake Frankel will be
performing with the Maidstone Amateur
Operatic Society in the production
of “Oliver” at the Hazlitt Theatre in
Maidstone. Jake takes the role of Oliver
on Tuesday 2, Thursday 4 and Saturday
matinee 6 April. To book tickets (from
£10) visit www.HazlittTheatre.com or ring
01622 758611.

Bromley Knitters, Stitchers
and Natterers
We have been given anonymously
100 sets of small baby cardigans, hats,
mittens, bootees, but each needs to
be sewn together (wool and buttons
provided), so we are looking for
volunteers to sew each set, please.     
If you can help, Pauline would like to
hear from you through the synagogue
(020 8460 5460)
Thank you.
Our next meeting will be on Thursday,
14 March - 10 am at Pauline’s home.

6

SE10 and Beyond
Sunday, 17 March: All are invited
to the synagogue for a talk by Gillian
Perry (who is also speaking at Jewish
Book week) about Anne Frank. This
will start at 3.30 p.m. for refreshments
and the talk at 4 pm.
There is a fee as Gillian is a paid
speaker but there is a reduced price of
£2.50 for under 18s and a full price of
£7.50. If anyone finds it difficult to
pay this, just email me privately.
Wednesday, 24 April in Greenwich
or Blackheath (tbc) the “Great British
Seder Off”. On this evening we will
be sharing and celebrating everything
to do with a Passover seder. So bring
your favourite foods or memories and
come and share them with us.
Tuesday, 7 May in Greenwich at 7 pm
we have a special guest talking about
politics and anti-Semitism within the
Labour Party. Damien Egan, Mayor
of Lewisham, will be speaking of his
experiences and sharing his thoughts
on the subject.
Michelle Brooks Evans
through the synagogue (020 8460 5460)

The New Members Cocktail
Party
A letter to the Editor

“From Pythagoras to Pi”
An Illustrated History of
Computation
by Prof. Bernie Cohen
Friday, 15 March

7 pm at the synagogue
With a degree in Natural Philosophy
and Computer Programming, Bernie
Cohen worked for 18 years as a
telecom systems engineer before
moving into academia, first at Surrey
University, then as Professor of
Computing at London City University,
retiring as Emeritus Professor in
2003. He teaches and publishes on the
theory, philosophy, history and socioeconomics of computation.
In this talk, illustrated by a selection of
his ever-growing collection of discarded
computing equipment, mechanical and
electronic, Bernie introduces many
of the fascinating people who have
contributed over the past two millennia
to the now ubiquitous computer and
the mathematics of computation. He
has delivered the speech twice to the
National Museum of Computing,
Bletchley Park and to many U3A groups
in Surrey, adapting his talk in response
to audience reactions and technological
developments. He is always willing to
give a home to your unwanted junk!
There will be a short Friday evening
service at 7 pm.

Dear Editor
May I say a huge thank you to all the
new and prospective members who
came to get to know us on 10 February
for their fantastic enthusiasm and
willingness to join in, so much in the
tradition of our community? It was
truly uplifting for an old hand (50+
years at BRS) to witness. I hope they
will find a happy home with us if not
immediately then whenever they are
ready.
Of course, thanks are due to all who
made it possible, too many to name, but
I suspect Judy Taylor, Michelle Brooks
Evans and Matthew de Lange were
involved.
What a positive run-up to the AGM.
Happy Oldie

The talk will begin at 7.30 pm with a
break half way through for refreshments.
Further details from Barbara Kurtz
through the synagogue (020 8460 5460)

Croydon Synagogue

Quiz Supper

?

Sunday 24 March at
5.30 pm
There will be the usual lovely
3-course supper and the cost is
£18 per person.
All tickets have to be purchased
in advance.
Please contact Beila Harris on
020 8726 0179 or e-mail
croydonadmin@federation.org.uk
for more details and how to pay.

Copy date for April Highlight: Friday 15 March 2019

Looking backwards and forwards – time for hope?

Reflections on Holocaust Memorial Day 2019
Your starter for ten: in which decade
and in which country were the following
statements made?
“[They] ordered us to leave the city ‘for
three hours only’ and to carry nothing
with us... I left my house with my mother,
my two daughters, three sisters and two
brothers Five hours passed, one day, two
days, three days… We realised by now that
this was a trip without return.” …
“Even when I was hiding in someone else’s
home, there was no security, because at
any moment someone could come and
knock on the door and find you. At least
in the [countryside] there was hope that, if
someone came, you would be able to move
and keep hiding.”
The theme of this year’s Holocaust
Memorial Day was “Torn from Home” and,
80 years after the start of the Holocaust,
those quotations from survivors of the
Cambodian and Rwandan genocides of
40 and 25 years ago have a disheartening
familiarity. Which of us Jews has not
heard similar recollections from family,
friends and fellow congregants? Lewisham
Borough presented a very balanced
programme – words, music, individual
readers, group dramatic pieces, candle
lightings, formal and informal speeches,
all linked by an interesting video – and
involved people from many generations
and walks of life.
Mayoress Liane Segal, herself a
Kindertransport child, had inspired the
presentation from one of the school groups.
She spoke of how grateful she still is, 80
years on, to the country that took her in.
The other individual speaker, Karam,
recently arrived in the borough, having had
to escape from Iraq with his mother and
siblings. His description of the escalation of
discrimination and persecution that caused
them to become refugees, their gratitude to
their new country and their determination
to pay back in kind to the UK was almost
identical to Liane’s. Similarly, the depiction
of the Rwandan experience by another
school group brought to mind the words of
my grandparents when they explained to me
how, initially, Jews in Nazi Germany said,
“It’s exaggerated; it will all blow over; it
won’t affect us in this area; we have loyal
friends and colleagues.” It was as though
nothing had changed. On the other hand,
even at times of extreme cruelty, people
were willing to stand up to the bullies, as
Highlight, March 2019 - Adar 1/Adar 2 5779

The children of St. William of York
Catholic Primary School made their
contribution to the Holocaust Memorial
Day commemoration in Catford
was vividly demonstrated here and, later
on, during and after the service at West
London Synagogue.
What is more, today’s children are
learning through powerful dramas such
as those they created and performed on
27 January. Their teachers believe that the
experience of working through the issues
means that they will go into the world with
minds more open to “the other” than has
been the case in other times and places.
Dare we hope that they will be able to bring
about a fairer and kinder world?
The music was performed by Cantor
David Rome, the London Cantorial
Singers and the band ETC. “Lo Teida” was
particularly moving, as were the poems “I
Was Not There” by Kindertransport child
Karen Gershon, read by Fr Charles
Pickstone, and “No-one Leaves Home”,
read by the Young Mayor of Lewisham. It
concludes: “No-one leaves home until home
is a sweaty voice in your ear saying: Leave.
Run away from me now. I don’t know what
I’ve become but I know that anywhere is
safer than here.” Catford and Bromley
Maccabi participated once again. Mazal
tov to its leaders, Joe and Jacob Kat, who
keep this as an annual club commitment
and welcome BRS children who want to
join in. The Mayor, Damien Egan, and the
Board of Deputies’ Sheila Gewolb closed
the proceedings.
So, who was willing to stand up to the
bullies? West London Synagogue, together
with the Council of Christians and Jews,
chose this year to honour the memory
of the White Rose Group in Munich.
Tragically, almost all the members of this

extraordinary group paid with their lives
for standing up against evil. The service
was interspersed with descriptions of its
formation and excerpts from its speeches
and writings. The founders were students
who saw the rise of National Socialism in
their country and thought, “This is wrong.”
Their reaction was to buy a press and to
print a series of leaflets, each more critical
of Hitler and the German people than the
last. The fifth asserted that “Hitler is leading
the German people into the abyss. Blindly
they follow their seducers into ruin … Are
we to be forever a nation which is hated
and rejected by all mankind?”
As if in direct response, one of the
speakers after the service was Peter
Wittig, the current Ambassador from,
yes, Germany, who addressed today’s
frightening rise of aggressive nationalism.
“When racism, hate speech and violence are
creeping back into … Europe [and] other
parts of the globe,” he said, “Holocaust
Memorial Day must be … a spur to action.
It must remind us that our values of human
rights, democracy and rule of law, which
we sometimes take for granted, are fragile
and precious. They need to be honoured,
earned and defended. The time has come
once again to face down poisonous
demagogues and populists with simplistic
slogans and fake solutions; to counter
every unacceptable tweet, every form of
verbal and physical abuse, every further
deterioration of our level of discourse.”
He pledged that “Germany will always be
inextricably bound to Israel by the memory
of the Shoah … we will continue to fulfil
[this] historical responsibility towards
Israel as a Jewish and democratic state
and its security, honouring the strong
bond of friendship that has grown between
our countries over decades.” Standing in
a synagogue in London, he was flanked
by its rabbis and officers and the Israeli
Ambassador, Mark Regev. The latter told
the large, multi-faith gathering how the life
of his own grandfather had been saved in
1938 by a German policeman who tipped
him off not to be at home at a certain time.
Who could have imagined in the 1940s that
all of these people would come together
in friendship in London in 2019? What a
statement of hope. At Catford and Marble
Arch, the cry rang out, “Never again.” All
I can do is to echo it.
Judi Sheffrin.
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Council of Christians and Jews
South East London Branch

Friday, 22 March
from 9:50 am to 12:30 pm
Inspired by Jerusalem:
A guided tour of two historic
places of worship in central
London
We will visit:
the Temple Church, consecrated
in 1185, whose round church is
modelled on Jerusalem’s Holy
Sepulchre and
Bevis Marks Synagogue, built in
1701, modelled on the Portuguese
Synagogue of Amsterdam, which
refers in turn to a model of the
Temple in Jerusalem.
9:50 – 10:50 at Temple
Church, with talk by Rev Robin
Griffith-Jones
11:20 – 12:30 at Bevis Marks
with talk (speaker to be confirmed)
Bevis Marks is the oldest synagogue
in Europe to offer services
continuously since its opening in
1701.
We ask each member of our group
to book in advance and to make a
contribution of £5.00 to each place
of worship, i.e. £10.00 in total.
For booking and further information,
contact Stephen Weil through the

synagogue (020 8460 5460)
World Jewish Relief

Commemorative Berlin to
London Kindertransport
Bike Ride
16 to 21 June
The 600-mile 6-day route emulates
the journey taken by the children 80
years ago, setting off from Berlin and
travelling to London via the Hook of
Holland and the overnight ferry to
Harwich.
Register at
www.worldjewishrelief.org/
berlin2london
Further information from Zara Kletz,
Community Engagement Officer, on
020 8736 1250.
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SERVICES
March 2019– Adar I/Adar II 5779
The future of Friday evening services is still under review but please
come to the Oneg at 7 pm on Friday, 15 March.
Saturdays at 10.30 am, unless otherwise stated

Friday 1 March
Saturday 2 March

Shekalim (Vayakhel - 25 Adar I)

Friday 8 March

Rosh Chodesh Adar II

Friday 8 March
Saturday 9 March

Pekudei (2 Adar II)

Friday 15 March
Saturday 16 March

Oneg Shabbat: short service at 7 pm
followed by a talk by Bernie Cohen
Zachor (Vayikra - 9 Adar II)

Wednesday 20 March
Thursday 21 March

Erev Purim
Reading the Megillah at 7 pm followed
by celebration
PURIM

Friday 22 March
Saturday 23 March

Tzav (16 Adar II)

Friday 29 March
Saturday 30 March

Parah (Shemini - 23 Adar II)

The Education Committee warmly invite you to

“The Surprising Legacy of Anne Frank”
A Talk by Gillian Walnes Perry MBE
on Sunday, 17 March
Writer, speaker, and lecturer, Gillian recently retired as fulltime Co-Founder and Executive Director of the Anne Frank
Trust UK, but remains its Honorary Vice President. She has
many years’ experience of speaking and broadcasting in the
UK and around the world, in venues such as 10 Downing
Street and the United Nations.
Gillian Perry looks at the surprising educational impact of
Anne Frank across the globe over the past three decades,
exploring the various legacies of her influence. She shares
new insights into the real Anne Frank, personally gifted by
those who actually knew her. Global icons such as Nelson
Mandela and Audrey Hepburn relate the influence that Anne
Frank had on shaping their own lives.
3.30 pm Refreshments, 4.00 pm talk
Tickets £7.50 adults, Under 18s £2.50
Available from the synagogue office
020 8460 5460 - janet@bromleyshul.org.uk
Copy date for April Highlight: Friday 15 March 2019

Dates for Your Diary
April

March
F

1

South London Sleepover at the Shul

M

1

S

2

Shekalim (Vayakhel)
Jewish Book Week begins, 7 pm at Kings
Place, N1

T

2

W

3

Th

4

F

5

S

6

S

7

S

3

M

4

T

5

W

6

Th

7

F

8

Rosh Chodesh Adar 2

M

8

S

9

Pekudei

T

9

S

10

Jewish Book Week ends with ‘Jewish
Voices’, 8 to 9.30 pm at Kings Place, N1

W

10

M

11

Th

11

T

12

Synagogue AGM - 8 pm at the Shul

F

12

W

13

Social Centre - 10.30 am to 2.30 pm at
the Shul

S

13

S

14

Th

14

Knitting, Stitching and Nattering,
from 10 am at Pauline’s home

M

15

F

15

Oneg Shabbat - short service at
7pm followed by talk on the history of
computers by Bernie Cohen

T

16

W

17

Th

18

Supper Quiz - 6.45 pm at Nightingale
House

Rosh Chodesh Nisan - Hachodesh
(Tazria) - Study session led by Rabbi
Koster on the ‘Rabbis of the Talmud’ after
Kiddush with bring-and-share lunch

Social Centre - 10.30 am to 2.30 pm at
the Shul
Hagadol (Metzorah)

S

16

Zachor (Vayikra)

F

19

Erev Pesach (First Seder Night)

S

17

Talk by Gillian Walnes Perry on the Legacy
of Anne Frank, from 3.30 pm at the Shul

S

20

First Day of PESACH - Communal Seder
6 pm in the Garden Room

M

18

S

21

T

19

M

22

W

20

T

23

W

24

Th

25

F

26

Seventh Day of PESACH - Festival service
at 10.30 am

S

27

Acharei Mot

S

28

M

29

T

30

Erev Purim - Megillah reading and
celebration from 7 pm

Th

21

F

22

S

23

Tzav

S

24

Purim event at 11 am during Cheder to
which all are welcome
Quiz Supper, 5.30 pm at Croydon
Synagogue

M

25

T

26

W

27

Th

28

F

29

S

30

S

31

PURIM

Social Centre - 10.30 am to 2.30 pm at
the Shul - Round London Photo Quiz

Parah (Shemini)

Highlight, March 2019 - Adar 1/Adar 2 5779

Social Centre - 10.30 am to 2.30 pm at
the Shul
SE10 and Beyond - ‘Great British Seder
Off’ - venue to be confirmed

Bromley Little Theatre
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen
Directed by Bromley’s very own Julie Binysh
Fri 8 to Sat 16 March (not Sun 10)
to book go to www.bromleylittletheatre.org
or call 0333 666 3366
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It’s gifts in Wills
that mean many
people like Lewis
aren’t lonely
during the week
#PeopleOfJewishCare

Lewis, community centre member

Thanks to gifts in Wills, our community centres give Lewis and many other people like
him the chance to get out from within the same four walls, make new friends and do
the things that really make them feel alive – like talking, singing and painting.
We depend on gifts in Wills for £1 in every £4 we need to raise. To find out more
about our free Will Writing Service, please call Alison Rubenstein on 020 8922 2833
or email legacyteam@jcare.org
Charity Reg No. 802559
Bromley Reform 115x120mm.indd 1

BACK PAIN?
We offer effective treatment
for
back and neck problems,
sciatica,
sports injuries and much
more.
Andreas Jochim DO MSc
Charlotte Parker M.Ost
Ernesto De La Cruz
Valdes B.Ost
12 Station Approach Hayes
Bromley BR2 7EH

020 8650 0509

www.strawberryhouseclinic.co.uk

08/02/2018 08:47

BEAUTIFUL CARDS
A range of lovely nature-based
images, plus bespoke designs
for special occasions

PET PHOTOGRAPHY

Unique images of your pets taken at home
or on location
CALL SIMON 07721 649901
www.takenbysimon.co.uk

A percentage of every sale
will go to the Synagogue.
Details, prices and samples
from
Judi Sheffrin,
judishef@aol.com.

TAKEN BY SIMON.CO.UK

PHOTOGRAPHY ON LOCATION
FAMILY PORTRAITS ALSO COMMISSIONED

Registered Charity No. 1098431. Bromley & District Reform Synagogue Ltd. is a Company limited by Guarantee.
Registered in England and Wales. Company Registration number 4583645.

