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Welcome everyone to
our annual

CHANUKAH PARTY
FOR THE YOUNG AND YOUNG AT HEART

GILBERT GIGGLES will be there to entertain 
us! Hot dogs, latkes and sufganiyot (Chanukah 
doughnuts) will be served - all with dreidels and 
chocolate coins to play with!
There will also be a teens room with movies 
and snacks.
Bring your chanukiah to light and we’ll do the rest.

Sunday, 2 December, 4.00 - 6.30 pm

Celebrating Mitzvah Day - Sunday, 18 November was National 
Mitzvah Day, which was concerned at BRS this year with bringing 
the generations together. Here a parent has been challenged at table 
football by the younger generation.

Some of the younger participants in 
National Mitzvah Day
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Bromley Stitchers and Knitters

We are in need of spare baby double 
knitting wool to support the work 

of our Knit and Natter (now Bromley 
Stitchers and Knitters) group.

This group of wonderful volunteers, 
some new to knitting, others returning 
to it after many years, support the tiny 
and sick little ones in the Intensive Care 
Baby Unit at King’s College Hospital. 
We knit cardigans, 10 cm squares, hats, 
toys, bootees, small blankets and large 
blankets.

A small group of us visited the Unit 
this month and spent time with some of 
the mums and dads and their babies. We 
met Matron and one of the consultants. 
Everyone we met thanked us for all we 
are doing to support the little ones. We 
were all overwhelmed with the work, 
dedication and care we saw in action.

How can you help? You are welcome 
to join us and help with the various 
projects which are ongoing. In addition 
to keeping stocks in hand we are making 
gift bags for each of the forty babies 
in the Unit for the upcoming festival. 
Each bag will be filled with a blanket, 
cardigan, hat, bootees and a toy.

We shall be meeting at my place from 
10 am to 12 noon on Tuesdays, 4 and 11 
December and Thursday, 3 January.

I look forward to hearing from and 
seeing you.

Pauline Jeffree, 
Caring Community

Through the synagogue: 020 8460 5460

As I am sure you know already, our 
synagogue has appointed a new 

rabbi. I am delighted to say that Rabbi 
Chava Koster will be taking up her 
new post in January. Many of you met 
her during the weekend that she spent 
with us in September and the response 
to her amongst those who did was 
overwhelmingly positive. 

Rabbi Koster was an Associate Rabbi 
to a community in New Jersey from 
1995 and served as Senior Rabbi to a 
community called The Village Temple 
in Greenwich Village, New York from 
1999 to 2017. She has written her 
own siddur called ‘Turning the Soul’ 
published in 2014. She conceived and 
developed ‘The Prayer Project’ to 
enable congregants to reconnect with 
prayer and has introduced all sorts of 
music into services as well as producing 
two CDs of liturgical and Ladino music. 
She has a strong background in pastoral 
care, engaging families and working 
with youngsters, introducing novel 
methods of teaching Hebrew, outreach 
and so much more. Rabbi Koster is a 
senior rabbinic fellow of the Shalom 
Hartman Institute, which is a driving 
force for providing education and 
developing Jewish leadership in America 
and building a strong relationship with 
the State of Israel. 

Although her rabbinical career has 
been spent in the USA, Rabbi Koster is 
actually Dutch and gained her doctorate 
from the University of Amsterdam, 
before which she spent time completing 
an MA programme in the University 
of Durham. So, by joining us, she is 
more or less returning home and will 
certainly be much nearer family in the 
Netherlands. 

Those of us who have been involved 
in making this appointment believe that 
Rabbi Koster will be able to take our 
shul forward to meet the challenges of 
the future. Since its creation more than 
half a century ago, our community has 
always looked forward and I am very 
pleased we are continuing to do so. 
Therefore, it is with heartfelt pleasure 
we say: ‘B’ruchim Haba’im’, literally 
‘Blessed are those who come’ or 
‘Welcome to our Congregation’.

And now it is time for some thanks. 
First, I would like to thank Kieron 

Hyams and 
his team 
for leading 
the way on 
making this 
appointment. 
They have 
been working 
hard since 
early in the year, when Rabbi Holtz first 
informed us that he would be leaving to 
return to the USA in the summer. From 
advertising the position to interviewing 
candidates, countless emails and video 
conferences, thoughtful discussions on 
the way forward and eventually making 
the appointment, all has been done with 
efficiency and careful consideration. 

Meanwhile, for the past six months, 
the shul has continued to run smoothly 
and I particularly want to thank all our 
lay readers. During this time almost 
all Shabbat and some festival services 
have been led by members and they 
have been of the highest standard. 
Most importantly, we have not been 
dependent on one or two stalwarts but 
rather on more than a dozen highly 
competent members. Lay reading has 
always been a strong tradition in BRS 
and it is wonderful that it continues with 
such strength. Of course they have been 
supported by our wardens, greeters and 
volunteers doing security duty. 

Finally, on a completely different 
subject but one also reflecting the 
strength of our community, I would 
like to thank everyone who gave so 
generously to our Kol Nidre Appeal. 
This year we raised considerably more 
than we have ever done before, a sum of 
over £18,000 before Gift Aid. The great 
Jewish tradition of tzedakah is stronger 
than ever at BRS. 

Chanukah is already upon us and, 
with it, candle lighting in members’ 
homes, to which all are invited, and 
the Chanukah Party, details in this 
Highlight. 

A further thank you to all who gave 
so generously of their money, time and 
talent to make the Chanukah Fair such 
a wonderful success. So enjoyable. 
Crowds, fun and dosh. Wishing you 
Chag Urim Sameach – a joyous 
Festival of Lights.

John Posner, Chairman

Introducing Our New Rabbi - View from the Chair

V&A Museum of Childhood
Little Happenings: 
Photographs by 
  Dorothy Bohm
Dorothy Bohm has been taking 
photographs for over 70 years, ever since 
her father gave her a camera as she fled 
Nazi Germany as a child. 

Little Happenings explores the universal 
qualities of childhood. This exhibition is 
part of Insiders Outsiders, a nationwide 
arts festival celebrating refugees from 
Nazi Europe and their contributions to 
British culture.

Until 17 March 2019

Cambridge Heath Road, E2. 
020 8983 5200. 



Social Centre News

Cheder Parents’ Security Rota, 
Chanukah Term
2 December Later Cheder and 

Chanukah Party

9 December Dan and Harriet 
Posner

16 December Hannah Britz

It was unseasonably cold when the Social 
Centre met on 24 October. However, this 

was alleviated by a hearty, delicious and, 
of course, warming lunch, comprising a 
main course of pumpkin soup, made with 
locally grown organic produce, followed by 
cheese and biscuits and a no less enjoyable 
dessert of apple and mixed fruit crumble 
and custard.

Besides the lunch, other activities on the 
day principally consisted of exercises with 
Andreas and an intensive, but inherently 
essential, talk, conducted by Beverley 
Nicklin of Bromley Trading Standards 
on the subject of the ongoing problems 
of fraud and how to combat them. The 
speaker emphasised that there are various 
methods, including non-existent “prizes” 
sent by post, which, suffice it to say, end 
with the recipient not gaining any money or 
other goods but instead losing hundreds or 
even thousands of pounds; and attempts to 
obtain money by deception, increasingly by 
phone or computer. A question and answer 
session followed. What came out of what 
was a surprisingly emotionally charged 
speech and discussion were the devastating 
impact a nominally “non-violent” crime can 
have on people’s lives; that this issue affects 
every individual, regardless of generation; 
and the ongoing need for constant vigilance.

It was an enjoyable day and, it goes 
without saying, a big thank you is owed 
to those who helped to make possible a 
happy, caring and informative experience.

Tom Thelander

Zelda Stone reports on the meeting of 
14 November:

We had quite a crowd this time possibly 
because David and Tom came to 

play their records. They are frequent visitors 
and are always given a warm welcome. 
This time the selection of music ranged 
from Opus One, played by the Ted Heath 
Orchestra (which brought back many fond 
memories of our youth) to Mel Tormé 
singing Just in Time. We also enjoyed 
some Mozart and a Scarlatti sonata played 
by Fou Ts’ong.

We had our usual exercises conducted 
by Andreas followed by lunch, which, as 
usual, was enjoyed by everyone.

Dianne Mathews adds: 
In December there will be only the one 
meeting on the 12th of the month and 
no special activity has been arranged for 
that date
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Cheder News 
Can you believe it’s nearly the end of 
2018? With so much happening in our 
shul, a whole year seems to have flown 
by. So, what’s new?

1. Our Cheder children celebrated 
National Mitzvah Day on 18 

November with a Games and Cream 
Tea for the older members of the 
community. We celebrated the 
mitzvah of kibud av v’em, respecting 
our elders, which is probably one 
of the most important mitzvot in 
the Torah. Many thanks to all the 
parents who brought their children 
in to participate and, especially, to 
our Mitzvah Day Coordinator, Lili 
Evans, for doing such a spectacular 
job!

2. The wonderful parents of Hooray 
Cheder ran this year’s Chanukah 
Fair on Sunday, 25 November and 
managed to raise a very large sum, 
not yet calculated when we went to 
press. Huge thanks are in order for 
Amanda and Sonia for coordinat-
ing this massive effort. But I’d also 
like to thank everyone who came, 
whether to help organise or just to eat 
and buy bits and pieces, or both. The 
money we raised will help fund our 
security and other projects at Cheder.

3. Before the fair, the Gan delighted 
us with their Chanukah Play, “8 
Little Candles” (thanks to Heidi 
and Sue!). While during the fair 
we were treated to a mini-klezmer 
concert led by former Cheder kid-
turned-teacher-turned musician, Joe 
Parks, who accompanied present 
and past Cheder musicians includ-
ing Esther Evans and Aimee and 
Jemma Ashmore. Well done, you 
were all amazing!

4. Don’t forget this Later Cheder Alert: 
Our Chanukah Party will take 
place on the first night of Chanukah, 
Sunday, 2 December, from 4-6.30 
pm. This will be our Cheder time 
so there will be no Cheder at 10 
am. Gilbert Giggles will be on 
hand to entertain the younger ones, 
with latkes, sufganiot (doughnuts) 
and dreidels everywhere. We’ll end 
the evening with communal candle 
lighting. The Youth Club will have 
its own party going on that day, 

so  p lease 
contact Lili 
Evans  for 
details: lili.
evans@live.
co.uk

5. A reminder 
that your 
children’s 
Tzedakah pennies will go towards 
Jewish Child’s Day, which sup-
ports both Jewish and non-Jewish 
children suffering neglect, abuse 
or other hardship in the UK. 
Please send in your spare change 
to help this very worthy cause, as 
next term we’ll be supporting a 
different charity chosen by Kittah 
Chet.

6. Please check the security rota on this 
page to see if we are expecting you 
to show up this term for security. 
Any problems, please contact Katia 
Pisetzky on: pisetzky@gmail.com

7. Last but not least, our final day of 
Cheder this term will be on Sunday, 
16 December. Cheder will resume 
on Sunday, 6 January.

That’s all for now! I wish you all a very 
happy end to 2018 and look forward to 
seeing you all at the parties and assemblies 
and then in the New Year.

L’Shalom,
Vicki, Cheder Head Teacher

Making a purchase at the Chanukah Fair



Jewish Museum London 
Raymond Burton House, 129-131 Albert Street, London NW1 
020 7284 7384

Roman Vishniac Rediscovered 
25 October 2018 - 24 February 2019 
Presented simultaneously at Jewish Museum London and The Photographers’ 
Gallery, Roman Vishniac Rediscovered is the first UK retrospective of Russian 
born American photographer, Roman Vishniac (1897–1990).
Drawn from the Roman Vishniac Archive at the International Center of 
Photography, New York and curated by Maya Benton in collaboration with 
The Photographers’ Gallery curator, Anna Dannemann and Jewish Museum 
London curator, Morgan Wadsworth-Boyle, each venue will provide additional 
contextual material to illuminate the works on display and bring the artist, 
his works and significance to the attention of UK audiences.
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Activate
for Israel

The Annual Israel Seminar is a 
joint initiative between the ZF 

& We Believe in Israel
Come and hear from a variety 

of key voices from across 
Israeli society

Sunday, 2 December
Time: 10:30 am - 4:30 pm 

Venue: North London

Details of venue etc. from
ZF for Israel 

020 8202 0202

SE10 and beyond
I can predict that by the time you 
read this a very lively and enjoyable 
time will have been had by all at the 
“Jews in Film” evening – how have 
Jews been portrayed in film over the 
years? – followed by the usual food 
and drinks we bring and share. 

Sunday, 9 December, 5 to 7 pm, sees 
SE10 sharing Chanukah candle light-
ing at the de Langes’ in Blackheath. 

We are also looking forward to beating 
the January blues by getting together 
and will do so every 4 to 6 weeks. So 
please get in touch through the syna-
gogue if you would like to come or 
join our mailing list, on 020 8460 5460 

Chanukah candle lightings 5779/2018
Sunday 2 December, during Chanukah party at shul, 4.00 – 6.30 pm. 
Monday 3 December, The World is invited to Chanukah in Sydenham 
Hill with Monica and Stephen Weil, starting at 7.45 pm. Details and 
directions: Stephen.weil@talk21.com
Tuesday 4 December, Wednesday 5 December ??? – keep watching 
e-light in case a last-minute host volunteers.
Thursday 6 December, The Mayor and Mayoress of Lewisham 
(aka Bromley’s Damien Egan and Catford’s Liane Segal) invite us 
to an evening celebrating the festival of Chanukah in the Civic Suite, 
Lewisham Town Hall, Catford Road, SE6 4RU, at 7 pm for 7.30 pm, 
with music, entertainment and food. All are welcome. Free admission. 
Please call Derek Johnson on 020 8314 8636 or email derek.johnson@
lewisham.gov.uk if you wish to attend.
Friday 7 December, Shabbat evening bring and share in Beckenham 
with Judi, from 7.00 pm. Please bring bite-sized food, sweet or savoury, 
and your own chanukiah for a combined sixth night candle lighting. 
Details and directions: judishef@aol.com
Saturday 8 December, also in Beckenham, with Janet and John 
Posner, 4.30 to 6.30 pm. Details and directions janet.posner@outlook.
com 
Sunday 9 December, last night special (and it always is special) in 
Blackheath with Linda and Matthew de Lange, 5 – 7 pm. Details 
and directions: lindascottdelange@gmail.com
OR 
Afternoon tea with BR5&6 and 
friends: at Dianne’s from 2.30 pm. 
Bring your chanukiah to add to the 
festivities. To assist with catering please 
let Dianne know, on 01689 826096 or 
diannem3@googlemail.com, if you 
intend going. 

also at the Jewish Museum

Remembering the 
Kindertransport: 
80 Years On
Learn about six of the children who 
took the Kindertransport and discover 
their stories in their own words. 

Plus, see photos by Dr Bea Lewkowicz 
from Still in Our Hands: Kinder Life 
Portraits, displayed in the museum’s 
café.

Until 10 February 2019
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Bromley Three 
Faiths Forum
Autumn Discussion 
Programme
The final session in this 
programme will be held on
Monday, 10 December, 
s t a r t i n g  a t  7 . 3 0  p m , 
a t  Bromley Reform 
Synagogue, with verses 
from the Qu’ran.
We apologise for giving an 
incorrect date for this event in 
previous issues of Highlight.
Refreshments will be served
Further details from
Barbara Kurtz on
a.bkurtz@talktalk.net

An advocacy body that represents 
ALL British Jews in the public 

arena on subjects as diverse as anti-
Semitism in the Labour party, B’rit 
Milah and Shechita … can such a 
thing exist? On the basis of “two Jews, 
three opinions” alone, it should not 
be possible. However, this is what the 
Board of Deputies of British Jews has 
been doing for some 250 years. It takes 
its strength from the fact that the 300-
odd Deputies are the democratically 
elected individuals from each 
participating synagogue, charity and 
communal body, who meet eight times 
a year to discuss the issues of the day on 
which they need to make representations 
to parliament and others.

On Wednesday, 7 November, 
Catford and Bromley Synagogue hosted 
a meeting at which the delegates from 
Bromley Reform Synagogue and Catford 
and Bromley – Joe Millis and Carole 
Abrahams – spoke about their roles and 
experiences as Deputies and answered 
questions from the floor. It was chaired 
by Catford and Bromley Chairman Joe 
Burchell and attended by members of 
both communities, including Bromley 
Chairman John Posner.

Joe Millis gave a brief history of 
the Board and outlined some of its 
current campaigns. He stressed that it 
represents all the “home” countries of 
the UK plus Gibraltar, which recently 
hosted a BoD “roadshow”. Carole gave 
a flavour of the proceedings of the BoD, 
which, as well as advocating directly 
with parliament on behalf of the Jewish 
community, has increasingly strong 
links with representatives of other 
faith communities and universities. 
Both speakers mentioned Tell Mama, 
a Muslim project that measures and 
records anti-Muslim incidents in the 
UK. This is modelled on our CST 
(Community Security Trust) and, like 
the CST, provides support for victims 
as well as trying to prevent trouble. 
The BoD is a sponsor of the CST. The 
speakers stressed that the Board is a 
secular body, so it does not rule on 
matters of halachah, although it often 
represents the community on the basis of 
rulings that have been made by rabbis or 
rabbinic bodies. Because it has “expert 
witnesses” in numerous fields, the Board 
is able to argue its case compellingly 

whatever the subject, and has enjoyed 
numerous recent successes that have 
improved the daily lives of ordinary 
Jews and sometimes, by extension, those 
of the adherents of other faiths. 

Questions were asked on subjects 
including funding, anti-Semitism, 
security, how the Board of Deputies 
represents the Jewish community, how 
(if at all) it is perceived by the non-
Jewish population and what support it 
offers for communities outside London. 
These were all answered in full by both 
Carole and Joe. 

This interesting and illuminating 
evening made it clear how important 
it is for each synagogue to elect and 
support a Deputy and the roles that those 
Deputies play, so please do not ignore 
the reports that they sometimes make 
and the occasional appeals to fund them. 
Thanks are due to Carole and Joe, not 
only for participating in this Question 
and Answer event but for all that they 
do in this context for our communities. 
Thanks also to Stephen Weil, whose 
brainchild the evening was, Joe 
Burchell for chairing and all those who 
provided refreshments and patrolled the 
premises for security purposes.

Judi Sheffrin

Speaking for ALL British Jews - the Board of Deputies

The Ma’oz Tsur

If the initial letters of the five 
paragraphs that comprise this spirited 

hymn can serve as an indication of its 
authorship, its composer must have been 
one called Mordechai (מרדכי). A device 
favoured by medieval hymnologists was 
to weave their names into poems. We 
know little about this Mordechai, save 
that he lived in the thirteenth century.

The tune to which it has been 
popularly wedded is believed to be an 
adaptation of a German song about three 
hundred years old. So excellently does 
it match the spirit of the festival that 
the Maccabees themselves might have 
hummed it as they marched into battle. 
Its five stanzas record the miraculous 
Exodus from Egypt, the Babylonian 
exile, the rise and fall of Haman and the 
resounding victory of the Maccabees.

Next to the Hatikvah itself, the Ma’oz 
Tsur is probably the best known melody 
among Jews the world over. Majesty and 
daring are its leit-motifs, and it echoes 

the hope and confidence with which the 
Maccabeans marched into battle. The 
tune was adopted by Martin Luther to 
one of his hymns, probably importing 
it direct from a German lyric of the 
fifteenth century to which it was first 
sung. Though the hymn was no doubt 
originally intended for home jollification 
it was good to have introduced it into the 
synagogue service. For only when life 
is introduced into our synagogue can its 
influence be introduced into daily life 
and thought.

Source: Rabbi S.M. Lehrman, A 
Guide to Hanukkah and Purim, Jewish 
Chronicle Publications, London, 1969

Chag Sameach Chanukah 
to all our readers
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DEATH - We are very sad to report the 
death of Wendy Michaelis, wife of John 
and mother of David and Adam, after a long 
illness and extend sincere condolences to 
all her family.

BEREAVEMENTS - Sincere condolences 
to Ian Burgess and his family on the sad 
loss of his father, Leslie Burgess,  
to Miya Canty and her family on the sad 
loss of her mother, Abigail Taylor, 
and to Ruth Dwight and family on the sad 
loss of her mother Jane Cohen.
We wish all of the mourners a long life and 
soon over their trouble.

GET WELL SOON - to Stephanie Amiel, 
who is recovering from surgery, to Dianne 
Mathews after her recent fall and to Phil 
Michaelis, who is in hospital.
Pauline Jeffree writes: We are thinking 
of all those known to us who are unwell at 
this time and wish them a speedy recovery.

Welcome to New Members
Mrs Amanda O’Donnell of Blackheath 
and Mr and Mrs Andrew and Ashley 
Goldman of Shortlands. Older members 
will remember Andrew as the son of the 
late Derek and Margaret Goldman, while 
his wife Ashley served as synagogue 
Administrator during the time that Sylvia 
Rothschild was our rabbi.

Thanks to the Congregation
Our Administrator, Janet Burlem, would 
like to thank all the members who attended 
her celebration of 20 years at the synagogue 
on Saturday, 27 October and for their gifts, 
cards and good wishes.

Your Editor would like to thank all the 
many people who came along to the Shabbat 
morning service on 10 November and 
stayed for the festive kiddush afterwards. 
Thank you also for the generous gifts, cards 
and good wishes - too many to acknowledge 
individually. 

Special thanks are due to his son Mark 
and friend Judi Sheffrin, who (almost) 
secretly conspired to organise the event, to 
Len Campling for the catering, to Janvier 
Palmer for creating the amazing birthday 
cake in the form of a Sony camera, to our 
Chairman John Posner for his kind words 
and to student rabbi Anna Posner for the 
delightful manner in which she conducted 
the service.

Abraham’s Tent Project:
Welcoming a Refugee Family at 
South London Liberal Synagogue

An appeal for furnishings

Building work is almost complete on 
the project by South London Liberal 

Synagogue to turn the disused caretaker’s 
flat into a home for a refugee family.

We hope to welcome a family to the flat in 
early 2019 and need donations of furniture 
and household items to set up their new 
home (everything from beds to kettles).

If you have any good quality items 
that you can donate, please email us at 
abrahamstentfurnishings@gmail.com, 
telling us what you have, its condition 
(new, nearly new, somewhat used, very 
used) and its dimensions.

We will get back to you with more 
information on when we will need the items 
and further arrangements.

We are very grateful for all donations 
offered but please note that we may not 
be able to accept every donation.

Please do not deliver items to South London 
Liberal Synagogue.

Harriet Neuberger

Honoured by the Synagogue

Our Administrator Janet Burlem listening 
to our Chairman John Posner praising her 
at her kiddush on 27 October marking her 
20 years of service to the synagogue.

Your Editor, accompanied by members 
of his extended family, cutting a very 
special cake at his birthday kiddush on 
10 November

Shelly and Nathan are delighted to 
announce: Noam Yona Alfred
Born on 30 October 2018 in Haifa, Israel, 
named and entered into the covenant on 6 
November 2018

For Sale in the Shul Shop 

Chanukah candles, also a 
wide selection of Chanukah 
greetings cards and new gifts for 
the children. 
Please come and take a look

Top Tips for avoiding scams
Don’t open emails or attachments from 
someone you don’t know.
Your bank will never call you and ask for 
your PIN number or for you to give your 
card to a courier.
With doorstep callers remember: Lock, 
Stop, Chain, Check.
Avoid pension scams by getting independent 
advice before making decisions.
Don’t believe letters claiming you have won 
a fortune. If you haven’t entered a lottery or 
prize draw, you can’t have won it.
Don’t be embarrassed to hang up, say no 
or ask someone to leave,

Who to contact for further help? 
Action Fraud - to report a scam 
0300 123 2040
Citizens Advice consumer service 
03454 04 05 06
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One hundred years ago to the 
day the Armistice was signed, 

effectively ceasing hostilities across 
the Western Front and beyond. Beneath 
the churned mud lay the bodies of 
hundreds of thousands of men: fathers, 
sons, brothers, uncles, cousins and pals, 
sleeping forever where they had fallen.

One hundred years later and I was 
one of the privileged 10,000 drawn in 
the ballot to walk at the Cenotaph and 
pay their respects. The day dawned 
grey and overcast but arriving in the 
beautiful surroundings of Green Park 
the sun broke through and I lined 
up with strangers, sharing stories of 
their ancestors and all hoping that this 
moment of commemoration would 
bring about a more just and thoughtful 
world.

The atmosphere was electric; 
people chatting, getting coffee from 
the thoughtfully-provided refreshment 
stalls and snapping away at everything 
in sight. Set up along the Mall were 
screens which showed the actual 
proceedings just a short distance 
away in Whitehall. Suddenly the 
mood changed – with the playing of 
the pipes and the familiar tunes of 
the Skye Boat Song, Men of Harlech 
and Nimrod, the attendant crowd 
imperceptibly straightened up and fell 
silent. Flashed up on the screen was a 
request to be absolutely silent and not 
use flash photography as the Kings 
Troop, Royal Horse Artillery, were 
forming up behind us and the request 
was not to upset the horses. As one the 
crowd remained silent and we watched 
in awe as the Troop trotted past, their 
distinctive headdresses bobbing along 
and the guns pounding on the road.

At precisely 11 am, one gun boomed 
out as the Great Bell, affectionately 
known as Big Ben, chimed 11 times. 
The nation observed the customary 2 
minutes silence, ended by a further one-
gun salute and the Last Post.

Who knows what went through 
the minds of those there? Some were 
remembering fallen comrades from 
conflicts across the globe and down the 
years: the First and Second World Wars, 
the Korean War, the Falklands and, 
sadly, Iraq and Afghanistan. Some were 
there to honour a grandparent or great-

grandparent who had made the ultimate 
sacrifice, in giving their today for our 
tomorrow (John Maxwell Edmunds, 
1916). Others were there just to pay 
tribute to those who lay where they fell.

After the prayers and hymn The 
Rouse was sounded and the National 
Anthem resonated along the lines of 
those standing, waiting to be allowed to 
step-off and proceed to the Cenotaph. 
We were told that at 12.10 columns 
A and B would commence (I was in 
column B) and with great military 
precision we started to move down the 
Mall towards Admiralty Arch. There 
we had to wait for the veterans, whom 
we had seen on the screens, to progress 
down the Mall, probably dispersing 
to the nearest pub! We then continued 
our way down into Whitehall – those 
around me, and indeed I as well, had 
assumed that there would be nobody left 
but to our amazement Whitehall was 
still packed and people were clapping 
us. What had we done? Nothing brave 
or heroic but we were there.

If you had a wreath then one of the 
Scouts lining the route took it and laid 

A Celebration of Peace by Hilary Segall
it for you while we “marched” proudly 
along as one, turning “eyes left” to 
“salute” the Cenotaph. At this point I 
espied my son, Alexander, thoughtfully 
kitted out wearing an orange beanie, 
busily taking photos of his mum 
wearing her parents’ service medals. 

Down past the Cenotaph, into 
Birdcage Walk and along into Green 
Park where we were “dismissed”. I 
made my way back to Green Park 
tube, back to Baker Street, where I had 
arranged to meet Robert and Alex at 
Reuben’s! And jolly tasty it was!

I cannot fully explain how much 
today meant to me. My father, born in 
1914, was two when his father enlisted 
and so sadly never knew him. He was 
killed in September 1918, outside of 
Arras and is commemorated on a wall 
of a British War Grave Cemetery at Vis-
en-Artois.

The fifth commandment is to honour 
one’s parents; I hope that today I have 
gone some way to doing that.

Hilary Segall (Redbridge Synagogue)
November 11, 2018

Music Matters
a series of Lecture-Recitals at

Whitgift House, 76, Brighton Road, South Croydon, CR2 6AB
in the Chapel, 7.00 for 7.30 - 9.30 p.m.

Spring Season 2019
Tuesday 8 January  Fiddling in Latin
 David Juritz - a trip through the S American violin 
 world
Tuesday 22 January  Birds and Music - a violinist’s view
 Paul Barritt
Tuesday 5 February Gala  Weber’s Quintet for Clarinet and Strings
Margaret’s 70th  Nicoline Kraamwinkel, Martin Smith, Michael 
birthday cake served  Posner and Julia Desbruslais - string quartet
in the interval  with Margaret Archibald clarinet
Tuesday 19 February  Learning from the past: building the future
 Colin Lawson, Director of the RCM
Tuesday 5 March  This Illicit and Devious Business
 Trevor Ford explains how it’s all put together
Tuesday 19 March  ‘Cellos’ Series Five
 Julia Desbruslais and Tim Posner
Tuesday 2 April  The Lakeside Clarinet Quartet
 Charlotte Bartley and friends

Wine, juice, sparkling water and nibbles will be available at the break.
All donations for refreshments go entirely towards the Music Matters series overall.
£12 per lecture-recital; £20 for 5 February Gala
Fantastic value season ticket: £65 for the entire spring season
Cash or cheque payable to “Everyone Matters” in advance or on the door.
Bank transfer in advance to “Everyone Matters” 30-84-51, 3473956



SERVICES
December 2018 – Kislev/Tevet 5779
No Friday evening services until  further notice.
Saturdays at 10.30 am, unless otherwise stated

Friday 30 November
Saturday 1 December Vayeshev (23 Kislev) 

service led by Anna Posner

Sunday 2 December First candle of Chanukah

Friday 7 December
Saturday 8 December

 
Chanukah (Mikketz - 30 Kislev)
service led by Philip Michaelis,
scroll reader: John Posner

Sunday 9 December Eighth candle of Chanukah
Rosh Chodesh Tevet

Friday 14 December
Saturday 15 December Vayigash (7 Tevet)

service led by Anna Posner

Friday 21 December
Saturday 22 December Vayechi (14 Tevet)

service led by Stephanie Amiel, 
scroll reader: Larry Shall

Friday 28 December
Saturday 29 December Shemot (21 Tevet)

service led by Judi Sheffrin, 
scroll reader: David Zerihan

8
Copy date for January 2019 Highlight: Friday 14 December

Festival 2018 takes place 
Sunday 23 – Thursday 27 
December, Birmingham
Limmud Shabbat will take place 
before the main Festival starts 
on 21-22 December
Limmud Festival 2018 is one 
of the biggest celebrations of 
Jewish learning and culture in 
the world – and it’s made by you.
The main venue is the Hilton 
Metropole Hotel at the NEC, 
Birmingham
To book go to limmud.org 

Croydon Synagogue
Chanukah and Latkes
Hot Salt Beef and Lights
Sunday, 9 December at 
5:30 pm
Last Night of Chanukah
Bring your own Menorah

We hope you will join 
us on the day. 
Please make payment in 
advance, see details below. 
For catering purposes please 
let us know by 
Monday, 3 December.
A nominal charge of £10 will be 
made to cover costs.
Cheques made payable to ‘Croydon 
Synagogue’.
Bank: Barclays;
Sort Code: 20-24-61; 
Account No: 40839957; 
Payment Ref: Your Name

Contact: 
Jonathan Stone 020 8669 9914 
or Beila Harris 020 8726 0179
Croydon Synagogue, 
5 Shirley Oaks Rd, 
Croydon, CR0 8YX Bromley WIZO and Catford 

Maccabi

invite you to their 
SUPPER QUIZ 
on Sunday, 16 December 
at 6.30 pm 
for a delicious supper followed 
by the quiz 
at Catford and Bromley 
Synagogue Hall, Crantock 
Road, Catford SE6 2QS.
Come and test your brains at our 
entertaining quiz. 
You can make up a table or we 
can seat you with other friendly 
quizzers.
Tickets 
£18 or £10 for under 21s. 
Contact  Jean Garelick 
through the synagogue 
020 8460 5460.

A Message from 
Jewish Care
Volunteer with us
Jewish Care’s work would simply 
not be possible without our amazing 
team of dedicated volunteers.

Volunteer Vacancies
Without our amazing volunteers, Jewish 
Care would be nothing. Could you be 
one of them?

Why Volunteer?
As well as helping others, you’ll get 
the chance to develop skills, build your 
confidence and make new friends...

Young Volunteers
Give back to the community, enhance 
your CV, professional development 
internships and work experience...

For further details go to 
https://www.jewishcare.org/how-
you-can-help-us/volunteer-with-us
or ring the Helpline 020 8922 2222
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December
S 1 Vayeshev

S 2 First candle of Chanukah
Chanukah Party - 4-6.30 pm at the Shul

M 3 Candle lighting at the Sydenham home 
of Monica and Stephen Weil

T 4 Bromley Stitchers and Knitters, 10 am to 12 
noon at Pauline’s

W 5

Th 6 L.B. of Lewisham official candle lighting 
at 7.00 for 7.30 pm hosted by BRS member 
Damian Egan, mayor of the borough.

F 7 Candle lighting from 7 pm at Judi’s in 
Beckenham

S 8 Mikketz - Candle lighting, 4.30 to 6 pm 
at the Posners’ in Beckenham

S 9 Eighth candle of Chanukah: Candle lighting 
- 5 to 7 pm at the de Langes’ in Blackheath 
or Tea and Candle lighting from 2.30 pm  
with Dianne in Orpington
Rosh Chodesh Tevet

M 10 3 Faiths Forum - 7.30 pm at Bromley shul

T 11 Bromley Stitchers and Knitters, 10 am to 12 
noon at Pauline’s

W 12 Social Centre - 10.30 am to 2.30 pm at 
the Shul

Th 13

F 14

S 15 Vayigash

S 16 WIZO and Maccabi Supper Quiz, 6.30 
pm at Catford Shul

M 17

T 18

W 19

Th 20

F 21

S 22 Vayechi

S 23 Limmud Festival begins in Birmingham
M 24

T 25

W 26

Th 27 Limmud Festival ends
F 28

S 29 Shemot

S 30

M 31

Dates for Your Diary
January

T 1

W 2

Th 3 Bromley Stitchers and Knitters, 10 am 
to 12 noon at Pauline’s

F 4

S 5 Vayera

S 6

M 7 Rosh Chodesh Shevat

T 8

W 9 Social Centre - 10.30 am to 2.30 pm 
at the Shul

Th 10

F 11

S 12 Bo

S 13

M 14

T 15

W 16

Th 17

F 18

S 19 Shirah (Beshallach)

S 20

M 21 Tu B’Shvat

T 22

W 23 Social Centre - 10.30 am to 2.30 pm 
at the Shul

Th 24

F 25

S 26 Yitro

S 27 Holocaust Memorial Day

M 28

T 29

W 30

Th 31

Tate Modern - Anni Albers
A chance to see the beautifully intricate and Modernist textiles 
woven by German Jewish artist Anni Albers. Born in Berlin in 
1899, Albers studied and worked at the Bauhaus and survived 
the Holocaust (along with her husband Joseph) thanks to a 
teaching residency at the experimental Black Mountain College 
in North Carolina. This will be the first major exhibition of 
Albers’ work in the UK. 

Until 27 January 2019



BEAUTIFUL CARDS
A range of lovely nature-based 
images, plus bespoke designs 

for special occasions

A constituent of Reform Judaism – www.reformjudaism.org.uk

Registered Charity No. 1098431. Bromley & District Reform Synagogue Ltd. is a Company limited by Guarantee. 
Registered in England and Wales. Company Registration number 4583645. 

PET PHOTOGRAPHY
Unique images of your pets taken at home 

or on location
CALL SIMON 07721 649901

www.takenbysimon.co.uk

TAKEN BY SIMON.CO.UK
PHOTOGRAPHY ON LOCATION

FAMILY PORTRAITS ALSO COMMISSIONED

	

A percentage of every sale 
will go to the Synagogue. 
Details, prices and samples 

from Judi Sheffrin, 
through the synagogue

020 8460 5460.

 Lewis, community centre member

From helping them express their inner Chagall to making sure they see a 
friendly face and enjoy a hot Kosher meal every day, our work depends on 
donations. £1 in every £4 that we raise comes from gifts in people’s Wills.

To find out more please call Alison Rubenstein on 020 8922 2833 or 
email arubenstein@jcare.org

#PeopleOfJewishCare

A gift in someone’s 
Will means Lewis can 

use the art room 
whenever he likes

Jewish Care Charity Reg No. 802559

Bromley Shul Advert Legacy Art Room 115x120mm.indd   1 04/11/2017   23:57

BACK PAIN?
We offer effective treatment 

for
back and neck problems, 

sciatica,
sports injuries and much 

more.

Andreas Jochim DO MSc
Charlotte Parker M.Ost

Ernesto De La Cruz 
Valdes B.Ost

12 Station Approach Hayes
Bromley BR2 7EH

020 8650 0509
www.strawberryhouseclinic.co.uk
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