
Video Camera 
Operators wanted

Our synagogue will soon start live 
streaming adult education courses. 
We are looking for volunteers who 
can help to operate the camera and 
audio equipment. Absolutely no 
prior knowledge or experience is 
necessary. We will learn together!  
If you are interested or want more 
information, please contact Rabbi 
Holtz on 020 8460 5460

Bromley Beit Midrash
Talk and discussion led by Rabbi Jason Holtz on

CIRCUMCISION
The practice of circumcision, the first covenant 

given by God to Abraham, has become a somewhat 
contentious issue.

Join us in the synagogue on
Sunday, 25 February

starting at 10 am
Rabbi Jason Holtz will speak on the religious 

importance to Judaism
Dr Howard Cohen will speak as a mohel on the 

medical position.
Have your questions answered and join in the 

discussion afterwards.
Further details from the Rabbi or Barbara Kurtz 

through the synagogue (020 8460 5460)

This miniature patchwork quilt has been framed and hangs on the wall 
of the Garden Room. It bears the title in Hebrew ‘Gemilut chasadim’, 
meaning ‘acts of lovingkindness’, and the squares illustrate some of the 
kind acts performed by individuals and groups within the community

Fe
br

ua
ry

 2
01

8 
– 

Sh
ev

at
/A

da
r 

57
78

In This Month’s Highlight
View from the Chair ........................ 2
Carciofi alla Giudaica ...................... 2
Cheder News ................................... 3
Social Centre News ......................... 3
Combatting Loneliness .................... 3
The Message of Purim ..................... 4
March of the Living ......................... 4
Like a Tree ....................................... 4
Leo Baeck College courses .............. 4
Knit and Natter ................................. 5
Social and Personal .......................... 6
SE10 and Beyond .................................... 6
Reform Judaism Beit Din Weekend ........ 6
e-light - a reminder ........................... 6
Lost property looking for a home .... 6
Board of Deputies Manifesto ........... 7
Supporting Refugees ........................ 7
Accommodation wanted .................. 7
Oneg Shabbat ................................... 8
Services ............................................ 8
Jewish Music Fair ............................ 8
Chagigah 2018 ................................. 8
Dates for Your Diary ........................ 9
Leo Baeck College vacancy ........... 10
Advertisements .............................. 10 



2 Copy date for March Highlight: Friday 16 February

Does it mean anything to you that 
BRS is a member of the Movement 

for Reform Judaism? Actually the 
Movement is now called simply ‘Reform 
Judaism’. Until 2005 it was called the 
Reform Synagogues of Great Britain 
and it was clear that we were simply 
one of the synagogues comprising 
that organisation. Life is a little more 
complicated now with RJ being a much 
larger organisation than the old RSGB 
and the source of many new initiatives, 
which to a greater or lesser extent may 
be adopted by individual synagogues. 
So, while every synagogue within RJ is 
autonomous, it is high time to ask what 
the organisation expects of us and what 
do we expect of the organisation.

Recently, a group of synagogue 
representatives has been set up by RJ 
to attempt to get something down in 
writing, a Covenant. Our representative, 
Matthew de Lange, has attended the 
first meeting and brought some of the 
ideas to our Board meeting in January.  
We spent more than an hour discussing 
them, during which several members 
expressed their surprise that no such 
document exists and hadn’t been 
established years ago. Following our 
discussion, we drew up a list of what 
might be included in the document and 
we thought it would be good to share this 
with you in the hope that you will let us 
know your thoughts and contribute to the 
discussion. So where are we now?

The Board of BRS is supportive 
of establishing a Covenant for Reform 
Judaism though the term ‘Covenant’ is 
not considered appropriate. Alternative 
suggestions are ‘Charter’ or ‘Declaration 
of Principles’.

The Board considers that the 
declaration should be high level i.e. 
encompassing important points of 
principle and common ground, avoiding 
a level of detail which might conflict 
with current practice of individual 
synagogues or might quickly become 
outdated.

It is felt that the document should 
contain a statement of general principles 
applicable to all members of Reform 
synagogues in this country rather than 
a set of contractual obligations between 
(the Movement for) Reform Judaism 
and individual synagogues. Incidentally, 
it was considered that the decision to 

drop the words ‘Movement for’ from RJ, 
about which we were never consulted, 
is extremely unfortunate and should 
be reversed. The development of a 
Covenant or Declaration of Principles 
emphasises the fact that we are a Jewish 
movement composed of many (currently 
43) member synagogues in the UK and 
not just one type of Jewish practice or, 
for that matter, a single organisation.

Specific commitments that the Board of 
BRS would like to see included in the 
document:
•	 Respect for the autonomy of indi-

vidual synagogues within the MRJ.
•	 The highest standards of ethi-

cal behaviour of rabbis and other 
employees of synagogues within 
the MRJ, consistent with Jewish 
principles.

•	 The highest standards of ethi-
cal behaviour practised by the 
Boards and Councils of constituent 
synagogues, consistent with Jewish 
principles.

•	 Equality of male and female mem-
bers in all aspects of Jewish prac-
tice.

•	 Training of rabbis in the principles 
and practice of Reform Juda-
ism with the expectation that all 
employed rabbis will have received 
such training as recognised by 
the Assembly of Reform Rabbis.  
Synagogues should be invited to 
contribute to the syllabus and cur-
riculum of the training provided by 
the Leo Baeck College.  

•	 Support and guidance in mem-
bers’ life-cycle events including 
provision of facilities for a Jewish 
funeral.

•	 Provision of activities for youth 
including camps and programmes 
in Israel.

•	 Support for students and young 
adults affiliated to the MRJ.

•	 Support for all members, particu-
larly the vulnerable, disabled and 
elderly.

•	 Support for families in which one 
partner is not Jewish.  

•	 Use by synagogues of prayer books 
produced by the MRJ.

•	 Use of Hebrew as well as English 
in synagogue services.

•	 Provision of education for children 
and adults in the practice of Reform 

Judaism, including the teaching of 
Hebrew (using Sephardi pronuncia-
tion).

•	 Representation of Reform Judaism 
to the wider public in the UK, e.g. 
in the media. 

•	 Support for progressive Judaism in 
Israel.

The principles listed above are 
very much a draft version for your 
consideration.  Please email Matthew 
(matthew_delange@yahoo.co.uk) and 
myself (john.posner@talk21.com) with 
your comments and proposals.

John Posner, Chairman

A Covenant for Reform Judaism in the UK - View from the Chair

Carciofi alla Giudaica
Jewish Artichokes

The art historian Andrew Graham-
Dixon and chef Giorgio Locatelli 

recently presented a TV. programme 
in collaboration with the Open Univer-
sity with the title ‘Rome Unpacked’. 
Together they travelled around the city 
on a motor scooter, with Andrew point-
ing out works of art and architecture to 
Giorgio and Giorgio introducing Andrew 
to some of the city’s culinary speciali-
ties. 

On their travels they visited the former 
Ghetto, close to the banks of the Tiber, 
which is now a favourite area for eating 
out both among visitors and the Romans 
themselves. While there, Giorgio dem-
onstrated the preparation of deep fried 
artichokes, which are a Roman special-
ity and originated in the ghetto (see the 
recipe below). Deep frying turns the 
leaves crisp and nutty and the hearts 
tender and earthy. 

To serve 4
Prepare a dozen artichokes, leaving a 
fairly long stem. While they are soaking, 
prepare a ‘battuto’ with a little chopped 
parsley, a little chopped mint and a 
crushed clove of garlic, and place a little 
of this in the middle of each artichoke 
after draining the vegetable. In a deep 
pan heat a cupful of olive oil very hot 
and in this place the artichokes upside 
down, pressing them down so that the 
leaves spread out. Cook over a hot flame 
for ten minutes and serve with segments 
of lemon.

Source: Italian Cooking by Dorothy 
Daly, Spring Books



Social Centre News

Combatting Loneliness and 
Isolation Conference
All the lonely people … where do they 
all come from?

Thursday 22 March –  10 am - 4.30 pm

Kindly hosted by West London 
Synagogue

Confirmed keynote speakers:
Rabbi Baroness Julia Neuberger, 
West London Synagogue 
Caroline Abrahams, Director, 
AGE UK 
Dame Esther Rantzen DBE, Founder, 
The Silver Line

Join us to learn about local and 
nationwide initiatives taking place 
to combat loneliness and isolation 
including practical workshops to take 
back to your communities.

Who is it for? Communities’ pastoral 
care teams and all members who are 
interested in care in their community.

For further information and assistance 
in building a care team please contact Jo 
Michaels at jo@rjuk.org

It was a pleasure to meet up again for 
our first meeting in 2018. We missed 

a few faces who were either away or 
unwell. We wish the latter a speedy 
recovery and hope to see them again 
soon. Andreas came to give us exercises 
to music followed by the short relaxation 
period that is so refreshing.

The Rummikub and Kalooki tables 
were full and those not playing enjoyed 
chatting and catching up with the news.

We had the pleasure of Rabbi Holtz, 
Jodi, Asher and Eva, Ruth Young’s 
daughter, joining us for a tasty 
vegetarian lunch, after which Rabbi 
Holtz led a short service of dedication 
for the plaque in memory of our dear 
friend Ruth, who is still sadly missed.

Although dates haven’t yet been 
finalised we will be seeing David 
Coronel and Tom Sheils in the near 
future and on two further occasions, and 
Eva is organising another date for us 
with her very popular violinist friend. 

We hope to see you soon.

The February dates for the Social Centre 
are Wednesdays, 14 and 28, from 10.30 
am to 2.30 pm.

Dianne Mathews
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Cheder News 

Cheder Security Rota
Purim Term, 2018

Sundays Names
4 February Joe Millis/

Roseanne Posner
11 February Michelle/Stuart 

Morgan
Half Term Sunday, 18 February
25 February Kim Osborne 
4 March Katia/Tenzin/

Nyibum Pisetzky
11 March Dan Posner
18 March Polina Revzina
25 March to be confirmed

We’ll be 
open again 
for business 
on 25  Febru-
ary.

7) And speak-
ing of 25 
February, 
the whole 
Cheder will be baking haman-
taschen as Purim is very early this 
year! Can you help by donating 
dough for your children’s class to 
fill with jam? If so, please contact 
your class teacher.

8) And a bit of advance warning: 
This year, parents will be invited 
to stay and celebrate Purim with 
us on Sunday, 4 March. How-
ever, instead of a Purim Shpiel 
we will be reading the Megillah 
(abridged version!) and having a 
Purim party afterwards! Dressing 
up by children and adults is posi-
tively encouraged. Please do join 
us for this fun Jewish holiday and 
show your children how much our 
traditions mean to you too!

Last, but not least, please check the 
Security Rota on this page to see 
if we are expecting you to show 
up for security. If you realise you 
cannot attend on the day you’ve 
been allocated, please contact Katia 
Pizetsky: pisetzky@gmail.com

That’s all for now! Until next month,

L’Shalom, Vicki, Cheder Head Teacher

And now for a bit of alliteration: 
Winter is well underway and 

Cheder is hopping. Now that I have your 
attention, here’s your Cheder News!

1) Cheder started again on 7 Janu-
ary with all of the classes learning 
songs to teach them the Hebrew 
words for the days of the week and 
the months of the year. Want to 
know them too?  Come to Assem-
bly and join in the fun!

2) Congratulations are in order, 
because last term we managed to 
raise £135.00 for Jewish Child’s 
Day. Please continue to send in 
your spare change, as we always 
talk in Assembly about the good 
our Tzedakah is doing.

3) And speaking of Tzedakah, Kittah 
Chet gave a wonderful talk at 
assembly about why they have 
chosen the charity BLISS to sup-
port this term. BLISS is a charity 
which supports premature babies 
and we all agreed it was well 
worth our collection.  

4) Tu B’Shevat was celebrated at 
Cheder on Sunday, 28 January. 
When we planned to teach your 
children a blessing that they could 
say when eating fruit: Baruch 
Atah Adonai, Elohenu, Melech 
Ha’olam, borai p’ri ha’etz. We 
hope that you kept an eye out for 
little Tu B’Shevat party bags that 
should have been coming home 
with your children full of fruits 
from the fruit trees like those 
grown in Israel (if they did not eat 
them all first!). 

5) The Youth Club had a fun day 
out together, as they went bowling 
after Cheder. But numbers are low 
and time is running out to support 
this group. Creating a community 
is up to us, so please do encour-
age your kids to come. Next club 
date: 11 February. For more 
information contact our Youth 
Club leader Hayley Preston by 
email at hayley.preston8@gmail.
com

6) Don’t forget, Cheder will be 
closed for Half Term for one 
weekend – Sunday 18 February. 



Like a Tree 
A poem for Tu B’Shevat
by Kaila Shabat

Out of days of darkness 
and profound despair, 
I re-emerge to a wan sun, 
to trees barren and bare.

Yet, deep within, sap is rising; 
a new cycle of life beginning. 
Limpid buds linger in the bough 
for the sun’s signal to unfurl 
their foliage and confer 
a plethora of flowers and fruit.

As at dawn, the first chirp 
swells to a chorus of bird song, 
so the players in the symphony 
of the coming spring 
enter the arena, one by one, 
to enact Nature’s pageant.

On this New Year of Trees, 
man, too, like a tree in the field, 
quickens with insight and renewal 
emulating the awakening earth.

Source: ritualwell website

March of the Living 
8 - 13 April
The March of the Living is an international, 
educational programme that brings Jewish 
people from all over the world to Poland on 
Yom Hashoah, Holocaust Memorial Day, 
to march from Auschwitz to Birkenau, the 
largest concentration camp complex built 
during World War II.

Participation in the March involves 
attending an education programme that 
consists of a pre-trip seminar, the trip 
to Poland and a closing seminar after 
participants have returned. The preparation 
and follow-up bracket the work done in 
Poland by top educators on the ground.

You can complete an application form 
on the website: marchoftheliving.org.uk

4 Copy date for March Highlight: Friday 16 February

The Rise of King David – 
a literary reading of 1 Samuel
4-week course at Leo Baeck College (Room 2)
Rabbi Professor Jonathan Magonet

Date: Tuesdays, 6-27 February, 7.45-9.15pm, 

Course Description:
The Book of Samuel is a literary masterpiece, chronicling not only the rise 
of King David but also the jealousies, passions, conflicts and tragedies 
affecting him and three other major figures: Samuel, Saul and Jonathan, 
together with minor characters who add colour and human dimensions 
to the narrative.  For those who attended last year, we will continue our 
detailed reading of the Book, taking time to enjoy the craftsmanship of 
the writing and its complex psychological and political dimensions.  For 
newcomers to the class, after a quick ‘catch-up’, we will pick up the threads 
of the story so far, tracing the bitter conflict between Samuel and Saul, 
and the dramatic arrival of David.
This is only one of the many spring courses offered by Lehrhaus at Leo 
Baeck College. A complete list can be seen on their website
lbc.ac.uk/study-with-us/additional-learning-opportunities.lehrhaus
For those not willing or able to travel to Finchley two online courses are 
being offered, the dates of which have yet to be finalised. They are 
Exploring Radical Torah to Create Social Change, offered by 
Rabbi Robyn Ashworth-Steen, and 
Jews, taboos and tattoos!, offered by Rabbi Emily Jurman
Go to the Lehrhaus website (see above) or ring 020 8349 5600 for further 
details.

The message of Purim

The well-worn joke about Jewish holy 
days is that most of them are pretty 

much the same. They tried to kill us. We 
won. Let’s eat. That’s certainly true of 
Purim which begins the evening of 28 
February this year. 

Purim seems well suited to be described 
by a joke. There’s a lot of frivolity involved 
between the fancy dress, the Purim Spiel, 
the booing of Haman and cheering of Esther 
and Mordechai and, in some circles, the 
excessive drinking. There’s no day less 
serious than Purim. Or so it seems.

The message of Purim can sometimes 
strike a little close to home. There have 
been a lot of people like Haman who have 
combined power with hatred and become a 
terrifying threat. We laugh at Haman now 
but, for most of the Megillah, Mordechai, 
Esther and the whole Jewish community 
of Shushan were not laughing. Over the 
course of Jewish history, there are countless 
episodes where Jewish communities feared 
a version of Haman and they weren’t always 
fortunate enough to have a Queen Esther 
save the day. 

Not just communities but individuals 
as well face all sorts of difficult and scary 
challenges—sometimes in the form of a 
specific person, and sometimes in the form 
of something else, maybe poor health, 
financial difficulties or a significant loss. 
Humour is often said to be a defence 
mechanism during trying times. There’s a 
picture of me trying to organize a kicking 
line with family and a nurse in a hospital 
where I was a patient in 2011 after having 
suffered from a series of strokes. I suppose 
I was full of some pretty strong pain-killers 
at the time, on top of the neurological 
difficulties. Still, there I was trying to create 
a fun moment in the midst of a big health 
scare. I suppose it was a good distraction 
from the fact that there was a possibility 
that my life and my family’s life could 
change significantly. Whether it’s my 
hospital kicking line or Purim festivities, 
the seriousness still exists alongside the fun.

As Purim approaches, we have the 
opportunity to celebrate and have a lot of 
fun. For some, it’s just a great big party. 
Nothing wrong with that! For others, For 
others, they see Haman not simply as some 
sort of evil but powerless man, but rather as 
a metaphor for some challenge of their own. 

Either way, for many of us, Purim 
is an invitation to remember the joys of 

life and perhaps to engage in a bit of a 
distraction. 

Happy Purim to all!

Rabbi Jason Holtz
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It must have been all of two years ago 
that a small group of us met in my 

home and we started to Knit and Natter. 
The group was made up of residents 
from Park Court. We originally met 
every 4-6 weeks. By request we now 
meet every 2-3 weeks and, because 
numbers have greatly increased, we 
meet in Park Court Lounge. We have 
Knitters and Natterers from many areas, 
local: Beckenham, Bromley, Croydon, 
West Wickham; further afield: Yorkshire 
and Scotland.
How did it start? Well, the sister in 
charge of the Intensive Care Baby Unit 
at King’s College Hospital, Kim Adler, 
who just happened to be a member of 
Bromley Reform Synagogue, knew 
already that some of us were knitting 
to support other charities, such as St. 
Christopher’s Hospice, Bromley and 
Deaf Access, and she asked if we could 
also knit items for sick and premature 
babies at King’s College Hospital. 
We said “Yes, of course” and we set 
to and started and continue to make: 
bootees and mittens, hats, cardigans, 
small blankets 12”x12”, large blankets 
21”x16”, 4” squares x 2. One square 
is placed next to baby and one placed 
inside a parent’s blouse or sweater. The 
squares are interchanged so the parent 
gets her baby’s square and the baby gets 
its Mum’s; teddy bears for each baby.
We make a white outfit of hat, mittens, 
bootees, cardigan, blanket and teddy 
bear for a baby who has died to be 
dressed in. Two identical teddy bears 
are made so the parents of the deceased 
baby can keep a teddy bear, the other 
teddy bear is with the baby.
In addition to knitting we sew! We 
make cot sheets and incubator covers. 
The latter are placed over the incubator 
not only to provide cover during 
rest time, but also the covers help 
the parents and siblings to be able to 
identify their baby, should the little one 
have been moved. To some degree also 
the covers protect the families from any 
number of tubes that might be in situ. 
The parents keep all the items made, 
which means there is a constant need 
for the items to be replaced.
A major project came about when 
we were asked in October 2017 if we 
could make forty Christmas stockings 

(one stocking to be placed at the end 
of each incubator) from material which 
was kindly given to us. Each stocking 
would be filled with a cardigan, blanket, 
hat and teddy bear. We completed the 
challenge on 15 December, 2017 and 
on 18 December  a small group of us 
had much fun filling the stockings and 
eating hot mince pies with a cup of tea.
It was on 21 December that nine of 
us set off to King’s College Hospital 
in a hired bus to deliver the forty 
Christmas stockings. We were met by 
a lovely team of nurses who undertake 
the hugely demanding work of caring 
for very sick and tiny babies while, at 
the same time, supporting parents and 
siblings. We were welcomed with mince 
pies, cheese straws, and other nibbles 
and tea and coffee. We toured the unit 
and saw the little ones who were being 
expertly cared for. We met parents, who 
thanked us profusely for the things we 
had made, many of which we could see 
in use.
We left after a very humbling two-hour 
visit but also very honoured to have 
been asked to help to be part of the care 
of these little ones, support the parents 
and siblings and to some degree also 
support the staff in all they are trying to 
achieve.
So, what next?
We have been asked initially to knit 
white hats with pom-poms!
- red Pom-poms would signify 
that, although the baby is out of the 
incubator, the little one needs frequent 
observation
- orange pom-poms would mean that the 
observations would not need to be as 
frequent as for those babies wearing red 
pom-poms.
- green pom-poms would mean that 

these babies require regular observation 
but less frequently than orange or red.
The Unit still requires teddy bears, 
cardigans, hats and blankets; complete 
white outfits so babies can be buried 
with dignity. We also need to sew sheets 
and incubator covers.
What do we need? Double baby knitting 
wool, easily washable and attractively 
patterned material to make cot sheets 
and incubator covers.
As Knitters and Natterers, we enjoy 
working and being together. Would you 
like to join us? We have patterns, wool, 
knitting needles, coffee, tea, cake and 
biscuits. We can teach you to knit. After 
all, one of our knitters has returned after 
not knitting for 40 years!
A big thank you to all those who have 
so kindly provided wool and material.
By the way, we have started knitting 
chicks for St Christopher’s Hospice!

Pauline Jeffree

Knit and Natter

Knit and Natter
will meet at Pauline’s on 
Thursday
15 February 
from 10.00 am - 12 noon
All are welcome to join us for coffee 
or tea with cake or very nice biscuits. 
We are pleased to say that we are 
welcoming new members, so why 
not join us?

Pauline Jeffree through the 
synagogue (020 8460 5460)

Jewish Bedtime Stories and Songs
Receive the gift of
Free Children’s Books
sent to your home every month!

pjlibrary.org.uk

Teddy Bears knitted by the Knit and 
Natter group for sick babies at Kings 
College Hospital



Social and Personal

SE10 and Beyond ...
On Tuesday, 6 March the SE10 
and Beyond group will be meeting 
in Blackheath from 7 pm. Our 
hostess Barbara has asked that 
everybody brings a picture in 
some way connected with a Jewish 
subject to talk about. There will be 
conversation, nibbles and drinks as 
usual and great company, so if you 
would like to join us or want any 
more details just contact Michelle 
Brooks Evans through the synagogue 
(020 8460 5460)
We are a friendly bunch and come 
together for social and cultural 
gatherings and events. We have a 
regular monthly or six weekly get 
together. These are hosted in the 
homes of members around the area. 
So if you have an idea, subject or 
would like to host we would love to 
hear from you.

Lost property looking for 
a home
Are you feeling chilly? Looking for a 
coat to keep warm? Maybe looking for 
the coat you thought you had and can’t 
find?
How about trying the synagogue 
cloakroom, where you will find a 
collection of abandoned outerwear? It is 
all good quality and in good condition – 
one even has the shop tag on it still.
Please come in and have a look or 
’phone Janet in the office with a 
description.
If the garments are not claimed within 
a month they will be passed on to 
Shane Lask for the 999 Club for the 
homeless, where they will be very much 
appreciated.

Barbara Kurtz

News of Netty Grant

Netty Grant with her son, Jeffrey

Thanks to Hilda Lask and her late 
husband Ivor, who have maintained 
contact with our founder member Netty 
Grant through the years since she and 
her late husband Sid moved to Australia, 
we have news of Netty that will be of 
interest to our older members. We quote 
from a letter Hilda received from Netty’s 
son Jeff, who also included some family 
photographs:

“… Netty reads the Bromley newsletter 
but says there are no more families she 
remembers, or who would remember 
her! 

I remember the enthusiasm all the 
founder members had for Bromley 
Shul and the bonding that comes from 
creating a new kehilah…

Netty is well, particularly for someone of 
96. She loves bridge and plays most days 
either in the Montefiore Home or more 
usually at a club nearby. She also helps 
in the library of a nearby Jewish school, 
which she loves, but I suspect they have 
to look to find work for her to do!”

e-light - a reminder: 
If you want to submit something 
for e-light, please use the address 
given at the bottom each week 
(comms@bromleyshul.org.uk). This 
is necessary because it is not always 
compiled by the same individual, so 
if, for example, you send something 
to my personal email address and 
I am on holiday or my phone/
computer is out of order, it could 
hover unnoticed in the ether until it’s 
too late.

We love hearing from you, so please 
don’t be put off by the impersonal 
address. It just means that several of 
us, including the editor of the week, 
will receive your item and make 
arrangements to include it when-and 
wherever appropriate.

If you have never received e-light, 
you can subscribe by going to www.
bromleyshul.org.uk and looking 
under news for the form. If you have 
stopped receiving it for no apparent 
reason, it is nothing personal, just a 
random glitch. Please just mutter a 
bit and re-register.

Judi Sheffrin
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DEATH - We are very sad to announce the 
death of our founder member Dr. Kenneth 
Scott and extend sincere condolences to 
his widow Anita and their family. A tribute 
to Dr Scott will appear in next month’s 
Highlight.

BEREAVEMENT - Sincere condolences 
to Jo Jaeckel on the sad loss of her aunt, 
Hazel Agami, her mother’s twin, on 20 
January.

GET WELL SOON - Pauline Jeffree 
writes: ‘We wish well to and are thinking 
of Janet Burlem, Hannah Harris, Jean 
Sheldon and daughter Maureen and all 
others who are unwell at this time and/or 
still recovering.
Welcome to New Member - Mr 
Joseph Gold of Beckenham.
Many Happy Returns - to Irving 
Asher Holtz, pictured below, who 
recently celebrated his 1st birthday.

Reform Judaism Beit Din 
Residential Weekend
Are you considering conversion, 
are in the process of converting, 
or have recently become Jewish?
Join us for a residential weekend 
at the Eastwood Hall Hotel, 
Nottingham, 16-18 March 2018,.
We will be led by Rabbi Jackie 
Tabick, Convenor of the Beit 
Din, Reform Judaism’s religious 
court which deals with matters of 
conversion.
The weekend is open to anyone 
considering conversion, currently 
in the process of converting or who 
has recently converted.
For more information or help with 
your booking, call Odelia: 
020 8349 5675



Supporting Refugees by Howard Binysh

Accommodation needed for
Jewish student from USA 
Hello ... my name is Suzy Festenstein 
and I live in a suburb of Chicago, IL, 
USA. My son Cole will be attending 
the Rose Bruford Theatre College from 
February to the end of May 2018. Is 
anyone looking to let a flat, home, 
room etc. near the school or can they 
recommend a reputable real estate 
agency in the Sidcup area?
I would also like to to establish a 
relationship with a Reform Synagogue 
near the school should Cole wish to 
connect with the Jewish community 
while he’s living there. 
Thank you in advance, Suzy
Email: suzyq2263@yahoo.com 
Telephone: 847-207-6511
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The Board of Deputies has launched 
a Manifesto for the local elections, 

which take place on 3 May in all of 
London’s 32 boroughs and other big 
cities.

Most of the paper doesn’t affect 
those of us who live in the smaller, 
less Orthodox (and, some would say, 
nicer!) communities south of the river, 
such as asking for an eruv or ensuring 
provisions for Jewish schools, but the 
Manifesto does raise several issues that 
are important to us.

One area where Bromley and our 
near neighbours, Catford, have been 
very active is inter-communal, interfaith 
relations – an issue that, thankfully, 
is gaining prominence at the Board of 
Deputies. As we know very well, the 
Board recognises that promoting good 
relations between communities can 
proactively prevent tensions, racism and 
violence. The Board of Deputies says in 

the Manifesto that it “continues to lead 
on interfaith engagement for the Jewish 
community. In 2017 we embarked 
on our Invest In Peace programme, 
which brings together churches and 
synagogues to support Israeli-Palestinian 
peacebuilding, and worked to deepen 
and broaden links between Jewish and 
Muslim communities more widely. We 
look to local authorities to support us in 
this work”.

Beyond Middle East peace, which 
takes up an inordinate amount of time 
at Board meetings, the organisation is 
urging Jewish communities to ensure 
that adequate local provision is made for 
authorised Roma and Traveller sites.

The Manifesto also contains sections 
on Holocaust remembrance, social 
action and Israel, among others and, as 
soon as it is finalised, I will make sure 
the synagogue has a number of copies 
for members to read.

The Board of Deputies Manifesto - Joe Millis, our Deputy, reports

Hopefully most people will be aware 
of the work the Bromley 3 Faiths 

Group has been doing to develop 
understanding between our communities 
via, amongst other things, our series of 
talks with our very own Rabbi delivering 
the talk on Judaism at the mosque last 
month. In parallel the B3FG has linked 
up with Citizens UK in Lewisham to 
support the recently arrived refugee 
families from Syria and Iraq. This 
follows on from the collections we made 
last year for the refugees in Calais.

Under the direction of the Citizens 
UK team we started out by organising 
“welcome packs” for the four most 
recently arrived families. The packs 
contained all the everyday stuff we 
all take for granted – rice, sugar, tea, 
oil, lentils and an umbrella (welcome 
to sunny Lewisham). In December 
we decided to celebrate Chanukah/
Christmas/New Year with an appeal 
to raise a “seasonal hamper” for the 
14 families – again focused on the 
key foodstuffs – but this time with the 
added surprise of a Christmas pudding 
(everybody loves Christmas pudding, 
or is it just me?). People’s generosity 
was amazing with donations of food and 
money (money is always welcome as it  

On a more sombre note - the issue 
of the appointment of new coroners - 
communities need to specify the need for 
an out-of-hours policy and a willingness 
to use minimal invasive autopsies where 
appropriate. This is an area where we can 
work with our Muslim neighbours, since 
they, too, have a requirement for swift 
burial and a non-invasive post-mortem 
investigation. So, the Board is urging 
councils to set up scrutiny committees 
that monitor out-of-hours practice and 
use of minimally invasive post-mortem 
investigations.

Meanwhile, what I am hoping to do 
over the next three-year term as your 
Deputy is to write more frequently about 
its actions and the issues being debated at 
plenaries.

I wish you all a good and healthy 
2018 and hope to see you soon at the 
synagogue and other social events.

Joe Millis

allows us to buy in bulk – with the local 
TFC store supporting us with a special 
discount) we were able to ensure every 
family had a great New Year.

Next we were asked by the team 
at Citizens UK to support the newest 
family, who arrived in Downham the 
week before Christmas after spending 
four years in a refugee camp in Jordan – 
mum, dad, granny and four kids  - with 
little more than the most basic clothing. 
So, after an appeal to everyone we 
know, we managed to gather half a 
dozen bags of clothes, bedding, shoes, 
warm blankets and a Barbie! The most 
inspiring part of this experience has 
been the people, both the refugees 
who have arrived with hope and the 
people who have given so generously to 
complete strangers. 

So what next? There will be an 
ongoing need for material support. 
Citizens UK is working on a central 
needs database but the one common 
issue all the refugees have is they 
need to improve their language skills 
(all the families are keen to get back 
into work and that is hard without 
basic English. Lewisham council is 
providing classes, but the families need 
the chance to practise. Citizens UK is 

co-ordinating people who are willing 
to help either on a one-to-one basis or 
in small group; you don’t have to have 
any formal qualifications just a little 
time – literally they want people to have 
a chat and a cup of tea. If you would like 
to get involved with either the ongoing 
collections or the language support 
please email me howard@binysh.co.uk



SERVICES
February 2017 – Shevat/Adar 5778
Fridays at 7 pm, unless otherwise stated.
Saturdays at 10.30 am, unless otherwise stated
Friday 2 February
Saturday 3 February Yitro (18 Shevat)

Friday 9 February
Saturday 10 February Shekalim (Mishpatim - 25 Shevat) 

Friday 16 February

Saturday 17 February

Rosh Chodesh Adar 7 pm service 
followed by bring-and-share supper and 
discussion on ‘The Language of Prayer’
Terumah (2 Adar) 

Friday 23 February
Saturday 24 February Zachor (Tetzaveh - 9 Adar) 

Wednesday 28 February Erev Purim

Oneg Shabbat
Friday, 16 February 
after the 7 pm service
Join us for a bring-and-share 
supper followed by an Oneg 
looking at
“The Language of Prayer”
We will continue the discussion 
of the Rabbis in the Talmud on 
the validity of reading Torah in 
any language.
Please contact Barbara Kurtz 
through the synagogue: 
(020 8460 5460) regarding 
contributions to supper.

Jewish Music Fair 2018
Date: Sunday 18 February 
Time: 9:30 am - 6:00 pm 
Cost: Adult: £40, Student: 
£30 (lunch included)
Venue: ALYTH (Nor th 
Western Reform Synagogue), 
Alyth Gardens, NW11 
JMI’s Jewish Music Fair is a 
fascinating day packed with Jewish 
music of all kinds and genres, from 
the very best musicians, academics, 
practitioners and leaders. From 
lectures to workshops, Q&A’s to 
concerts, JMI’s Jewish Music Fair 
will bring you a wealth of talent from 
the world of Jewish Music.
Highlights include:
Cellist  Steven Isserlis  in 
conversation with Lady Solti
Alex Knapp: Chinese Jews, Their 
History and Their Music
Malcolm Singer:  Leonard 
Bernstein - The ‘Jewish’ Works
Cantor Zoe Jacobs: Singing For 
The Sake Of Heaven
Book online at www.jmi.org.
uk/event/jmf2018/

8 Copy date for March Highlight: Friday 16 February

Chagigah is our biennial celebration of Reform Judaism. Chagigah means just that: 
a celebration. It reflects the special atmosphere we will create over a weekend away, 
celebrating Reform Judaism and being part of something bigger. 
We look forward to welcoming you as one big Community for Chagigah 2018, 22-24 
June at Eastwood Hall near Nottingham.
Last Chagigah we launched our Re-imagining Leadership initiative through which 
over 150 leaders have been trained. Our Communities that Care initiative has been 
directly responsible for raising awareness of the issues of loneliness and isolation 
and creating care teams in at least two of our communities.
This year, as well as continuing the development of those initiatives, we have listened 
to, and worked with, our communities to launch our newest initiative: Financial 
Sustainability.
Communities who gain the most are those who come as a team. Let’s start thinking 
about who that team is for YOUR community. Caring is not just the rabbi or welfare 
officer, leadership is not just the chair and finance is not just the treasurer. Teams 
could be anything from 2-6 people, but all individuals who would like to come and 
explore are more than welcome.
Amit, Sarita and the Initiatives teams are here to assist you build your teams. If you 
are from a small community we will twin you so you can support each other on your 
learning journey.
Sarita Robinson and Amit Handelsman, Chagigah co-chairs and Reform Judaism 
Community Partners
For more information about Chagigah 2018 please email chagigah@rjuk.org



9Highlight, February 2018 - Shevat/Adar 5778

February
Th 1
F 2
S 3 Yitro
S 4 Introduction to Judaism, 10 am at the Shul
M 5
T 6
W 7 Knit & Natter, 10-12 noon at Pauline’s

Th 8
F 9
S 10 Shekalim
S 11 Introduction to Judaism, 10 am at the Shul
M 12
T 13
W 14 Social Centre, 10.30 am to 2.30 pm at 

the Shul
Th 15 Knit & Natter, 10 am to12 noon at Pauline’s
F 16 Rosh Chodesh Adar

Oneg on the Language of Prayer after the 
7 pm service

S 17 Terumah
S 18 Cheder Half Term

Jewish Music Fair, 9.30-6.00 at Alyth
M 19
T 20
W 21
Th 22
F 23 Zachor
S 24
S 25 Discussion on Circumcision, 10 am at the Shul
M 26
T 27
W 28 Social Centre, 10.30 am to 2.30 pm at 

the Shul
Erev Purim

Dates for Your Diary
March

Th 1 PURIM
F 2
S 3 Ki Tisa

Jewish Book Week begins at Kings 
Place and JW3

S 4
M 5
T 6 SE10 and Beyond meeting at 7 pm at 

Barbara’s in Blackheath
W 7
Th 8
F 9
S 10 Parah (Vayakhel-Pekudei)
S 11
M 12
T 13 Synagogue AGM, 8 pm
W 14 Social Centre, 10.30 am to 2.30 pm at 

the Shul
Th 15
F 16 Reform Beit Din Weekend at 

Nottingham
S 17 Rosh Chodesh Nisan

Hachodesh (Vayikra)
S 18
M 19
T 20
W 21
Th 22 Combatting Loneliness conference -

10 am - 4.30 pm at West London 
Synagogue

F 23
S 24 Hagadol (Tsav)
S 25
M 26
T 27
W 28 Social Centre, 10.30 am to 2.30 pm at 

the Shul
Th 29
F 30 Erev Pesach (First Seder Night)
S 31 First Day of PESACH

South London Israel Forum
Wednesday, 7 February, 7.30 pm
at Wimbledon Synagogue
Two Eminent Israeli Scientists
Prof. Maroun: Neuroscience of Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder
Dr Yigal Horowitz: Conservation and the ‘frozen zoo’
To attend email judywele@blueyonder.co.uk
or book your tickets at Eventbrite 
(www.eventbrite.com)



Lecturer in Biblical Hebrew with further specialisation in 
Rabbinic Literature, Aramaic or other cognate areas
Leo Baeck College is seeking to recruit a permanent Lecturer (Part-time 60%- 70%, 
teaching only, Open Rank) in Biblical Hebrew. The candidate should have teaching 
ability in a related area, such as Aramaic (Biblical, Targumic and/or Babylonian), 
Rabbinic Literature (Midrash, Talmud, Traditional Bible Commentaries) or other 
related areas such as Jewish History or Theology. The post entails teaching Introductory 
Biblical Hebrew Grammar in addition to modules in the candidate’s other area of 
specialty. For the right applicant this position has the potential to grow in the future 
depending on the candidate’s qualifications and experience. The candidate will be 
an active participant in the life of the College, including membership in academic 
committees and administrative contributions as relevant. 

Qualifications:
Candidates must have PhD in hand by September 2018. Previous teaching experience 
is highly desirable. 

Salary dependent on skills and experience.

The appointment will commence in September 2018. 

Application deadline: 15 February, 2018. Interviews will take place in the week of 
12 March 2018. 

Application: Completed application form (see LBC website http://lbc.ac.uk/about-us/
work-for-us/), full CV, letter of application, three references and 
a teaching statement focussed on the teaching of Biblical Hebrew, 
should be sent to Rhona Lesner, Leo Baeck College, Sternberg 
Centre for Judaism, 80 East End Road, London N3 2SY. 
Email: rhona.lesner@lbc.ac.uk 
Enquiries please telephone: 020 8349 5621

BEAUTIFUL CARDS
A range of lovely nature-

based images, plus bespoke 
designs for special occasions

A percentage of every sale 
will go to the Synagogue. 

Details, prices and samples from 
Judi Sheffrin: through the 
synagogue (020 8460 5460)

A constituent of Reform Judaism – www.reformjudaism.org.uk

Registered Charity No. 1098431. Bromley & District Reform Synagogue Ltd. is a Company limited by Guarantee. 
Registered in England and Wales. Company Registration number 4583645. 

PET PHOTOGRAPHY
Unique images of your pets taken at home 

or on location
CALL SIMON 07721 649901

www.takenbysimon.co.uk

TAKEN BY SIMON.CO.UK
PHOTOGRAPHY ON LOCATION

FAMILY PORTRAITS ALSO COMMISSIONED

BACK PAIN?
We offer effective treatment 

for
back and neck problems, 

sciatica,
sports injuries and much 

more.

Andreas Jochim DO MSc
Charlotte Parker M.Ost
Michele McBain M. Ost
12 Station Approach Hayes

Bromley BR2 7EH

020 8650 0509
www.strawberryhouseclinic.co.uk

	


