
On the last day of the Cheder term, 25 March, the children of Kittot 
Gimmel and Dalet polished their tarnished family silver in anticipation 
of Pesach at the following weekend.
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Matanot Le’evyonim

Two volunteers carrying the food donated 
to the Trussell Trust Food Bank before the 
Purim celebration on Sunday, 4 March. 
Many thanks to Michelle Brooks Evans 
for delivering the food.

Yom Hashoah
Community Commemoration Morning

Sunday, 15 April
Full programme includes:

10.30 am Talk by a Warsaw Ghetto Survivor 
11.00 am break

11.15 am Short Memorial Service
Cheder begins at 10.30 am.

Parents are requested to stay with their 
children throughout this special Cheder 

morning.
We hope all our synagogue community will 

join us to remember this important day in our 
history.

We shall never forget
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Report of BRS Chairman to the AGM on 13 March 2018

The Board had a full complement of 
elected members and one co-opted 

member and met on nine occasions in the 
past year. The Executive also met by tele/
video-conferences on a few occasions, as 
needed. 

The Board spent a considerable time 
discussing the levy to the Movement for 
Reform Judaism, now renamed Reform 
Judaism (RJ). The background to this 
was that for some years, the three largest 
communities in the MRJ had been paying 
a lower percentage of subscription income 
than all other communities (except the 
very smallest), there being an agreement to 
have their contributions capped. This was 
considered inequitable and unsustainable 
and a working group was set up with 
representatives of a number of synagogues, 
including our own, to consider alternative 
arrangements. A proposal was made to 
institute a levy that was dependent on 
the subscription income, with the rate 
decreasing for every additional £100,000 of 
income. This would result in the five largest 
communities paying a rate between c11% 
and 15% of total subscription income with 
the remaining communities, such as BRS, 
paying 16%. Despite our protestations at 
the unfairness of this arrangement, the 
proposal was passed with a large majority 
at the AGM of the RJ. Subsequently our 
Board decided that, despite the decision 
of the AGM, we will pay a levy of 13%. 
One other community has made the same 
decision. 

For the HHD charities, the Board 
selected the Israel Religious Action Center 
(IRAC), the Leo Baeck College and the 
London Air Ambulance as well as the 
shul. A total of £15,921 was donated, 
which, with gift aid amounts to £19,565. 
I believe this is a record for our Kol Nidre 
Appeal – magnificent. 

Early in the year, the Board made a 
decision to initiate installation of equipment 
with which to stream services and 
educational events, thereby enabling those 
unable to attend in person to participate in 
these events. We are extremely grateful for 
the work done by Rabbi Holtz to research 
this subject and to implement it. Owing to 
the difficulties of providing adequate audio 
facilities, we have not yet tried to stream 
services but educational sessions have been 
streamed successfully. 

We have long wondered whether it 
would be possible to find a suitable burial 

ground closer to Bromley than Cheshunt. 
A large cemetery in Sidcup known as 
Kemnal Park is keen to provide this facility 
and we have had meetings with them as 
well as with the Chairman and officers of 
the Joint Jewish Burial Society to which 
we belong. Unfortunately, the finance 
that would be provided by JJBS for each 
funeral is considerably less than the cost 
of a burial at Kemnal Park, which would 
mean an additional charge for each family. 
The Board will be discussing this matter 
again very soon and no decision will be 
made without consulting the membership. 

It goes without saying that we are 
exceedingly grateful for the contribution 
and support Rabbi Holtz has given to the 
Board over the past 5 years and how sorry 
we are that he will soon be leaving us. Our 
Vice-Chair Kieron Hyams is leading a 
steering group to manage the appointment 
of a new rabbi. An advertisement has gone 
out and we very much hope the position 
will appeal to a suitable candidate but it is 
not possible at this stage to estimate how 
long the process may take. 

The Religion and Ritual Committee 
continues to organise the festivals and 
Shabbat services and discuss key ritual 
matters. Many of the members also provide 
wardening support throughout the year. 
The Communal Seder, led by our Rabbi, 
was a great success. Around 80 people 
attended from across the community with 
a really pleasing mix of young and old 
with plenty of laughter, wine and song. 
Our thanks go to Harriet Posner for her 
excellent organisation. 

A large number of children attended 
services on both Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur. The Study Session during 
Yom Kippur’s Mussaf Service was once 
again well received as was the revised 
format for the Yizkor Service. There is a 
tremendous amount of work involved in 
allocating mitzvoth, planning the services, 
schlepping and greeting. The lay readers, 
wardens and the Rabbi excelled and the 
services ran smoothly. As ever, the choir 
did a fantastic job, singing beautifully and 
leading the music across all the services. 

Simchat Torah and Purim were joyous 
occasions and our Shabbat evening 
and morning services were lead by the 
Rabbi and lay readers throughout the 
year.  Our successful Children’s services 
also continued - one each term - led by 
our Cheder Children. Dan thanks all the 

members of the 
Commit tee , 
t h e  c h o i r , 
wardens and 
t h o s e  w h o 
o r g a n i s e 
and prepare 
kiddush and 
who generally 
do so much to keep the services running 
to such a high standard.

The Caring Community Committee 
keeps in touch with members by telephone, 
e-mail, Skype, Face-time and post. Visits 
are made to members who are housebound, 
in hospital or residential care and letters 
and cards are sent to the bereaved as well 
as to those marking special occasions. A 
small number of members have for a long 
time continued to undertake telephone 
visiting and it is pleasing to report that 
additional members have recently joined 
the team. Talking Highlight continues to 
be recorded by a dedicated group of readers 
and, after editing, is distributed to a number 
of members who would have difficulty 
reading the printed version.

Caring Community has also increased 
its outreach to the wider community. 
Meeting at Pauline’s home at Park Court, 
the ‘Knit and Natter’ group now convenes 
about once a fortnight with an ever-
increasing number of participants. The 
group knits all sorts of products for very sick 
babies at King’s College Hospital Intensive 
Care Baby Unit and for St Christopher’s 
Hospice. Also at Park Court, tea parties 
for ‘Those Alone’ continue to be held 
every 4 - 6 weeks with the help of several 
volunteers, in conjunction with Jewish 
Care. They are enjoyed by all. 

For the Macmillan Coffee Morning 
this year, a sum of £1,468 was raised.  
‘Everyone Matters’ is a small charity 
comprising amateur musicians performing 
alongside professionals delivering music-
making workshops for children and young 
people with special needs. Interactive 
concerts are held for older people in care 
settings. On a lovely Sunday afternoon at 
the Synagogue we enjoyed tea together and 
had the opportunity to meet the musicians 
prior to settling down to enjoy a moving 
concert. 

Pauline thanks all members of the 
Committee for their wonderful work, 
support and commitment.

continued on page 4
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The Social Centre has continued to 
meet regularly during the past year with 
members enjoying their exercise sessions 
with Andreas and occasional musical 
entertainments. Numbers have increased 
with the addition of new members so we 
regularly have 20 -25 attending. Dianne 
expresses her thanks to all the helpers. 

As Chair of the Education Committee, 
Barbara Kurtz reports that the Rabbi 
started a new “Introduction to Judaism” 
course on Sunday mornings, aimed at both 
prospective converts and those interested 
in furthering their knowledge. These were 
followed periodically by a Beit Midrash 
session for more advanced interests. This 
year we had further talks on Maimonides, 
including one on the meaning of repentance 
just before the HHDs, and another on a 
historical view of Jerusalem. The Rabbi’s 
Talmud class and John Posner’s Torah 
Study Group continue.

There have been three Friday night 
onegim, the first spent listening to members 
justifying their choice of favourite Biblical 
characters. “One wall for one people” was 
the title of another talking about the Kotel 
and Temple Mount and the problems met 
by Reform Jews and, of course, women 
wishing to pray at the wall. A third was 
prompted by the Talmud class and looked 
at the “Language of prayer”.

We were delighted to welcome 
Jonathan Arkush, President of the Board 
of Deputies, to give our Jubilee Lecture 
this year. Other visiting lecturers included 
Rabbi Charles Wallach who lectured on 
“100 years since the Balfour Declaration”, 
journalist and writer Jeremy Havardi on 
“Refuting the Anti-Israel Narrative”, and 
Dr Howard Cohen discussing attitudes 
to circumcision, his work as a mohel and 
giving the medical position. Q & As and 
discussion followed each of these excellent 
lectures. Also, our own Dr George Stein 
gave us a talk on “Suicide in Ancient Israel”.

Thanks are due to Marilyn Freeman 
for showing groups of local school children 
round the shul and giving them a lesson in 
basic Judaism to meet the requirements of 
their curriculum. Thanks are also due to 
Marilyn’s helpers, the Rabbi, Ann Fried 
and Sandra Hurley. 

Barbara would also like to thank all 
the members of the committee, especially 
Elka Carr and Tina Wood, who both 
stood down after years of service, for their 
support and enthusiasm during the year. 

Particular thanks are due to the Rabbi for 
his willingness to share his knowledge and 
enthusiasm for all things Jewish. We are 
certainly going to miss him in Education.

The Education Committee also oversees 
the Cheder and our thanks go to Vicki 
Ashmore and her teachers and helpers for 
all their hard work. Tracy Frankel and 
now Heidi Small have joined forces with 
Sue Bowyer in the Gan where the youngest 
children and their parents socialise and get 
their first taste of learning through play 
prior to moving on to the Cheder proper. 

The Cheder currently has a staff of 11 
including the Head Teacher plus 11 young 
helpers and a parent volunteer working 
as a remedial Hebrew teacher. Eighty 
children are enrolled in the Cheder and 
Gan. The Chai curriculum is used to teach 
Jewish Studies in Kittah Bet through Zayin 
while Kittot Aleph and Chet remain on the 
older syllabus. Hebrew is taught using a 
variety of books from Behrman House 
and the children are regularly assessed. 
Our children mix with the rest of the 
congregation at various activities, including 
the Chanukah party, a Purim Celebration 
Day, the Yom HaShoah service and the 
Communal Seder. 

Tsedakah is an essential mitzvah. 
The children raised over £200 for the 
Greyhound Trust who subsequently paid 
us a visit, which we tied in to a celebration 
of Mitzvah Day. A Cheder-wide lesson 
was created around the mitzvah of Tza’ar 
Ba’alei Chayim (looking after animals), 
while the children met and cuddled 3 
beautiful rescue dogs. Graeme Marsh 
from the Trust spoke at our assembly 
and later said how much he admired the 
Jewish ethics we are teaching our children. 
Last term the Cheder collected money for 
Jewish Child’s Day and this term Kittah 
Chet has chosen to raise money for Bliss, 
which supports premature babies and their 
families. “Hooray Cheder”, our cheder 
parent group lead by Michelle Brooks 
Evans, has coordinated many of the extra-
curricular events, including the Chanukah 
Fair, which this year raised over £1,472.

The Youth Group continues under 
the leadership of Hayley Preston, who is 
working with RSY; a trip to Thorpe Park 
was particularly successful. Links have also 
been forged with Sadeh Farm, the Jewish 
farm in Orpington, with plans for a 3-day 
Jewish Summer Camp for our children. 

Vicki is truly grateful for the commitment 
and participation of our teachers, parents 

and helpers. She also states that she is 
honoured to have run our Cheder for the past 
5 years and looks forward to many more.

The Comms group has continued to 
ensure that our publications and other 
communications appear week in week 
out, month in month out. This month Bob 
Symonds notches up 38 years at the helm 
of Highlight. Valuable additions to the 
group have been Jon Woolf, who is getting 
to grips with external communications 
and providing useful advice on data, and 
Ronnie Goldberg, who shares with Judi 
the commitment to e-light. We also pay 
tribute to Rabbi Holtz, who has enhanced 
the output no end with his lively videos on 
the weekly sidrah and has saved the group 
a lot of bother by sending out many other 
e-mailings himself. An innovation during 
the year was introduction of e-light extra 
so that e-light can focus strictly on shul 
news and events.

The Council of Christians and Jews 
had a successful year of discussions 
covering a wide range of topics of interest 
including a guided tour of the medieval 
Jewish community of Oxford followed 
by a tour of sites linked to the translation 
of the Bible into English. The hospitality 
of BRS for several of our meetings is 
greatly appreciated and the Hon. Sec. of 
the SE London Branch is a member of the 
synagogue.

With regard to Housing, sanctuary 
doors were fitted with one door sufficiently 
wide to facilitate wheelchair access. 
The front of the building was repaired 
and cleaned which involved erection of 
scaffolding. A new dishwasher has been 
purchased and fitted in the kitchen. 

Security is of paramount importance. 
To protect those doing security duty, we 
have purchased stab-vests. Security for 
Saturday morning services is provided 
by a dedicated and reliable team of c25 
members. The Social Centre is covered 
by Tom Thelander. Cheder requires the 
services of a professional security officer, 
complemented by parent volunteers. The 
CST was unable to provide funding to 
support the cost of hiring a professional for 
Cheder this past year. As a result an appeal 
was made to all members for donations 
towards this unbudgeted expense and 
most of the money required for this year 
was raised. We thank all the members 
who have reliably provided security over 
the past year. 

Report of the Board cont. from page 3

continued at top of next page 



Council of Christians and 
Jews, SE London Branch 
Special Event for 75th 
Anniversary of CCJ 
New date: 
Tuesday, 17 April at 8 pm
Refreshments from 7.45 pm
at St Stephen’s Church,  
College Road, SE21 
(beside Sydenham Hill station)
“ W h a t  i s  t h e 
religious meaning of 
Jerusalem?”
Rev Nicholas Cranfield, 
Vicar of All Saints Blackheath 
and art historian; and 
Rabbi Jason Holtz of 
Bromley Reform Synagogue 
will lead the discussion 
For further details, please 
c o n t a c t 
Stephen Weil 
through the 
synagogue

4 Copy date for May Highlight: Sunday 15 April

And finally I would like to thank my 
fellow officers, Anna for her conscientious 
work as secretary, Sandra for her superb 
work as treasurer and Kieron for all his 
support as Vice Chair. I thank the wardens 
and lay readers who have participated in 
running our services, committee chairs and 
members who have made things happen 
and also those who do things that are not 
necessarily visible but contribute so much. 
We also thank Janet Burlem for the superb 
service she provides to our community as 
synagogue administrator.

John Posner, Chairman

Report of the Board cont. from page 4

Knit and Natter

Pauline Jeffree writes: The chicks 
and baby rabbits in the photograph 
are our contribution from Knit and 
Natter to support the work of St. 
Christopher’s. Each chick and baby 
rabbit has a chocolate egg upon which 
they are sitting. If you see chicks and 
baby rabbits for sale in different shops 
and other outlets, they may be the 
ones we knitted. We made over 200!

Date of next Knit and Natter meeting: 
Tuesday, 10 April, 10-12 noon at 
Pauline’s.

All inquiries to Pauline through the 
synagogue

Bromley 3 Faiths Forum  

Join Rabbi Jason Holtz, Rev 
Andrew McClellan and Dr Omar 
Taha at the Al-Emaan Centre, 
Keston, on Wednesday, 9 May 
from 7:30 pm as the panel discuss 
the faith and teachings of their 
respective traditions.

For more details, contact Rabbi 
Holtz through the synagogue

Education Committee 
News

A Date for your Diary
Annual Jubilee Lecture 
Sunday, 15 July

We look forward to welcoming
Elizabeth Harris-Sawczenko

Director of CCJ
‘One woman’s story after living in 

Jerusalem for 23 years’

Further details nearer the date

Calling all Accountants

The Synagogue is a registered 
charity. As such, its accounts 

are required to have an independent 
examination each year. This work 
has been undertaken for many years 
by my firm, Harris & Trotter LLP, 
and Nigel Springer’s firm, Thornton 
Springer LLP. It is now time for us 
to pass the baton to someone else.

We are looking for an 
accountant in a practice registered 
to carry out audit work. You will 
know who you are! The books and 
records of the shul are maintained 
in an exemplary fashion but the 
statutory requirements have to 
be complied with. The role of 
Independent Examiner carries 
with it the gratitude of the whole 
community, although it does mean 
that you would not be able to sit 
on the Synagogue’s Board of 
Directors.

If you are in a position to take 
on this very real mitzvah, please 
contact me.

Thank you.

Hugh Lask, through the synagogue 
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When speaking of change in Reform 
Judaism, we often think of it 

as a conscious decision that we make. 
Sometimes it’s not as clear cut as that. 
In the nearly five years that I have been 
here we have had over 30 funerals, which 
includes many founding members of the 
synagogue and others who have been 
part of the community nearly as long. At 
the same time, there are nearly 50 new 
members since 2013, including people 
who have moved to the area, people 
who converted under the auspices of the 
synagogue, and people who have been 
regulars to the community for some time 
and decided to make it official. There 
are already 11 new members in the 2018 
fiscal year alone and we have more 
joining soon, including three conversion 
students going to the Beit Din in May, 
who will become members immediately 
afterwards. For a synagogue of less than 
400 members that means we’re a bit of 
a different congregation than we were in 
2013. We’ve said goodbye to many and 
hello to many. 

We have a few more members than 
we did in 2013, but not so many that 
we’re in a completely different size 
category. Still, we’re more than just 
numbers on a page. The Talmud says 
that coins and people are similar. Each 
is formed in the image of a sovereign. 
Yet, while each coin is identical to the 
next, each person is unique. Even with 
roughly similar numbers of members, 
those numbers don’t tell the whole 
story because people that we’ve said 
goodbye to are unique, as are the people 
that we’ve welcomed, meaning our 
synagogue is changing. We all know 
people have different interests. When it 
comes to Jewish life, that could mean 
worship, it could mean learning, it could 
mean interfaith work, it could mean 
festivals such as Purim or Passover, it 
could be some combination. There’s no 
guarantee that over time that the balance 
remains the same. Hasidic Judaism, 
which began in the late 18th century, 
emphasised prayer and clinging to 
God. Other generations de-emphasised 
prayer—worship being just one mitzvah 
amongst many. Already, in our shul, I 
have noticed that we have an increasing 
number of people on Sunday mornings, 
while we have a decreasing number on 
Saturdays. The changes aren’t drastic, 

but noticeable. It’s not because people 
who used to come on Saturdays now 
choose not to, so much as much as 
us having lost some of our Saturday 
regulars. Certainly there are people 
who are new to our congregation and 
choose to join us Saturday mornings. On 
the other side, in the last five years, if 
you take our Gan, add it to our Cheder, 
and our helpers, we do have a lot more 
names and families engaged with us. 
And while I’d love everyone to do 
everything, I’d caution us not to make 
an assumption that services are more 
important than learning. That said, I 
hope that our learning inspires people to 
come and worship with us. At the same 
time, in order for services to engage, our 
synagogue may need to think if there’s 
anything we can do differently to achieve 
that. Rick Warren, a California-based 
pastor, notes in one of his books that 
in almost every single area of life there 
are generational trends and differences 
in taste, whether it is in music or film. 
Given that, worship-wise, it shouldn’t 
surprise us that what is comforting or 
even transformative for many people in 
one generation, a different generation 
may not connect with as easily. 

Change is a constant. In some sense, 
change is loss. The present becomes the 
past, and the past is gone. We’ll never be 
exactly the same as we were. There is a 
passage in the Talmud, dating back the 
better part of two millennia, that says:

When Rabbi Meir died, there were no more 
storytellers.
Once Ben Azzai died, there were no more 
true students of Torah.
When Rabbi Hanina ben Dosa died, there 
were no more men of action.
With the death of Rabbi Yosi Ketanta, there 
were no more men of piety.
When Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakkai died, there 
was no more wisdom.
And when Rabbi, that is Rabbi Judah the 
Prince, died, it was the end of humility and 
fear of sin.
One by one, all the important qualities of 
the world seemed to pass away.

Then Rabbi Joseph stood up and said, “Do 
not teach that humility has ceased with the 
death of Rabbi, for I am here.”
Of all the things to latch on to, this 

last Rabbi says, with some ironic pride, is 
that humility lives on through him. Yet, 
he is doing something courageous. He’s 
saying honour the past, but don’t ever 

say that the best of 
anything is only in 
the past.

Bromley Reform 
Synagogue has a 
great past that I can’t 
help but admire. 
We are also a strong 
synagogue now, with much to look 
forward to. As we say weekly in our 
prayers, L’dor Vador nagid godlecha. 
From generation to generation we shall 
tell of God’s greatness.

The present is different from the 
past, and no doubt the future entails 
more changes. Yet with the vision of the 
founders, the ideas of our members now, 
and the hard work of all of our members, 
the future for BRS looks bright to me. 
Early German Reform Rabbi Abraham 
Geiger said, “Draw from the past.” There 
is much to draw from in our synagogue’s 
history. Geiger continued, “Live in the 
present.” Today, Jewish life is vibrant 
in Bromley. Look at all of the learning, 
the participation and the eagerness. I see 
it all the time. And Geiger finished by 
saying, “Work for the future.” Looking 
at our lay leadership now, our members, 
and the children in our Cheder and our 
Gan, I’m as certain about Bromley’s 
future as anything else. May Bromley go 
from strength to strength. 

Rabbi Jason Holtz

From the Rabbi’s AGM Report:
The following is an excerpt from my report at the Annual General Meeting on 13 March 2018

English Tuition 
available from 
Birmingham University 
graduate (BA Hons) and 
P.G.C.E. (distinction)
Tuition given to children 
and adults of all ages, 
including 11 plus, G.C.S.E. 
and “A” level.
Contact: 
rebekahlucking@gmail.com



Social Centre News

Cheder Security Rota
                   Kayitz/Summer Term
Sundays

15 April
Amanda/Steven 
Richards

22 April Mariella/Roger Russell

29 April
Leila/Angel Serrano 
Pinto

6 May Judy/David Taylor

13 May Michael Abrahams

20 May 
Danielle/David 
Woodward

27 May Michelle Brooks Evans 

3 June Half term

10 June
Sune Shulman/Aaron 
Markowitz

17 June
Gary Brown/Chiara 
Messineo

24 June Philip/Joanna Burchill

1 July Benjie/Kerry Butler

8 July Janine/Len Campling

6 Copy date for May Highlight: Sunday 15 April

Cheder News 
Zelda writes: We met again on 14 March 
after the snow and ice without any 
mishaps or broken bones. Thankfully 
we can now stop watching the Winter 
Olympics, particularly the curling, 
which seemed to go on day after day, 
hour after hour.

There was lots to chat about and we 
played the usual games, including 
Kalooki, which is now regularly part of 
our afternoon.

Lunch was delicious as usual and was 
eagerly awaited after our exercises 
organised by Andreas.

It was good to be back enjoying each 
other’s company and it would be nice 
if more shul members came to take 
advantage of a splendid lunch and 
pleasant company.

Zelda Stone

Social Centre Dates for Your Diary
Wednesdays, 10.30 am to 2.30 pm:
11 April Music with David & Tom
25 April Exercises, Cards, Lunch 

and Socialising

Hello, lovely Cheder People. We still 
have lots going on …

1. We celebrated Purim this year 
in style, with a HUGE Purim 
Celebration! The Rabbi read us 
the Megillah and we ate more 
Hamantaschen than anyone could 
imagine humanly possible. Thank 
you so much to all who brought 
in Matanot Le’evyonim, or Food 
for the Poor. It was so gratefully 
received by the Trussell Trust Food 
Bank in Greenwich, please see the 
photo on page 1.

2. The last day of Cheder this term 
will be on Sunday, 25 March. 
We’ll then be off for the Passover 
Holidays until Sunday, 15 April 
when we start our Summer, or 
Kayitz term!

3. This term, the children will be col-
lecting their Tzedakah pennies for 
Bliss - a charity which supports ill 
and premature babies. Please keep 
sending in those spare pennies you 
find between the sofa cushions so 
that we can teach our children the 
importance giving charity.

4. Our first day back after the Pass-
over holidays will be Sunday, 15 
April and Cheder will start at 
10.30 am on this day (not at 10 
am) for our Yom Hashoah pro-
gramme. Parents are asked to stay 
and participate. Our shul, parents 
and children in years 5 and up will 
be hearing from a survivor from 
the Warsaw Ghetto, who often 
speaks to schoolchildren about her 
experiences. This will be followed 
by a short memorial service, which 
will include children in Years 3 
and 4. Parents, please do attend to 
show our children by example the 
importance of remembering those 
who we lost in the Holocaust. 

5. Sunday, 22 April will be Yom 
Ha’Atzmaut- Israeli Indepen-
dence Day! Cheder was hoping 
to celebrate with a day of Israeli 
Folk Dancing, but so far no teacher 
has been found. If not, we’ll be 
celebrating with food and activi-
ties all centered around Israel, so 

it should still be a fantastic day.

6. This month we were visited by 
Talia and Alexander from Sadeh 
Farm to learn all about what 
makes a Jewish Farm, well, Jewish! 
Meanwhile, this summer Sadeh in 
Orpington is planning a Jewish 
Day Camp for children aged 5-11. 
Let’s do our best to support this 
new initiative! Please contact Talia 
for more information: talia.chain@
sadehfarm.co.uk

7. Last but not least, we need to say 
a major thank you to Graham 
Harris for organising our Cheder 
security for years, despite the fact 
that his own children left long ago. 
And Katia Pisetzky needs a thank 
you as well for agreeing to help 
Graham this term. Please check 
the Security Rota on this page to 
see if we are expecting you to show 
up for security. If you realise you 
cannot attend on the day you’ve 
been allocated, please contact 
Katia: pisetzky@gmail.com.

That’s all for now… With best wishes 
for a happy, healthy and busy April,

Vicki, Cheder Head Teacher

Contacting e-light
Letter to the Editor from Judi Sheffrin

Dear Editor

May I use Highlight, yet again, to remind 
members about e-light? Its primary 
purpose is to remind members, in a 
more immediate way than is possible 
in a monthly magazine, even one as 
conscientiously edited as yours, of 
imminent events and of dates that are 
fixed too late for Highlight’s print 
deadline.  

However, we can publicise events for 
members only if they contact us through 
the appropriate channel:  
comms@bromleyshul.org.uk  

E-light is not edited by the same person 
each week, so sending items to private 
email addresses does not necessarily 
reach the right person at the right time. 
PLEASE use the comms address, which 
is specially designed for that purpose, 
and we will do our best for you.  

Thank you.
Judi Sheffrin



SE10 and Beyond

On Tuesday, 6 March we met in 
Blackheath for a fascinating evening. 

The brief was to bring a picture or photo 
with some Jewish relevance. We had 
photos of older family members, an etching 
from the Prague cemetery and personal 
memories and stories that were shared. 
As always, there was an abundance of 
food, and we were hosted by Barbara 
Saalfeld-Edwards.

Our next evening is an informal 
Passover supper on Friday, 6 April, 
again in Blackheath. We will be sharing 
our family Passover stories and customs. 
After that we will be in Greenwich on 
Wednesday, 23 May for an evening of 
Jewish jokes and humour.

Ours is a friendly informal group, open 
to all those of Jewish affiliations or none 
at all, with a shared Jewish identity. So, if 
you would like to know more or feel like 
coming along, just contact me, Michelle 
Brooks Evans through the synagogue..

We love hearing your news, especially 
when it is good, so please send snippets 
(e.g. engagements, exam successes) to 
comms@bromleyshul.org.uk
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The 70273 Project 

This project, which originated with 
Jeanne Hewell-Chambers: writer, 

stitcher and storyteller, was displayed at 
Rochester Cathedral from 19 January to 
12 March 2018.

The picture shows quilt number 272, 
which is hanging inside the door 
of the cathedral. The quilt is made 
up of blocks from contributions 
from members of Bromley Reform 
Synagogue, the Social Centre and the 
Cheder, all of whom are mentioned 
in the book which accompanies the 
exhibition. 

Other blocks in the quilt were 
contributed by Bromley Branch of the 
Embroiderers Guild, of which I am a 
member.

Those who joined in with this 
ambitious project will remember that 
this is the number of babies, children, 
men and women who were killed 
between January 1940 and August 1941 
in the Aktion T4 Programme because 
they were deemed by the Nazis to be 
“imperfect” or “unworthy of life”.  The 
exhibition will continue elsewhere in 
the country.

More information can be found 
at The70273Project.org

Ann Fried

Team of the Year Award
The following letter was received 
by our Chairman, John Posner, 
last month

I am delighted to tell you that CST 
was presented with the Team of 

the Year Award at the Jewish News 
“Night of Heroes 2108” event, held 
[on the evening of 19 February] in 
Central London. The award was in 
specific recognition of the time and 
efforts of our nearly 3000 volunteers 
throughout the UK. 

An article in the evening’s bro-
chure paid tribute to the “heroism and 
bravery of CST volunteers”, and to 
the commitment each of you makes at 
the cost of precious family time. The 
award was presented to CST by author, 
comedian and Britain’s Got Talent 
judge, David Walliams, together with 
LBC Broadcaster Nick Ferrari. 

This event celebrated the positive 
contributions that our community 
make within society by honouring a 
wide range of role models, whether 
for one-off acts of bravery, decades of 
selfless voluntary work or a lifetime 
of invaluable service. There were nine 
individual awards presented on the 
night, including a lifetime achievement 
award presented by former Prime 
Minister, Tony Blair, to Rabbi Lord 
Jonathan Sacks.

As I have said on many occasions, 
it is a real privilege to lead an 
organisation of such passionate and 
dedicated volunteers, and I would echo 
the words of the article when it says 
that “each one of CST’s volunteers is 
genuinely altruistic, opting to give up 
their personal time for the benefit of 
our entire community. They knowingly 
and deliberately put themselves in 
harm’s way, so that the rest of our 
communal life can flourish and our 
Jewish community can lead the life of 
its choice.”

This award is richly deserved and 
I am thrilled that our volunteers have 
been recognised in this way.

With thanks and gratitude for all that 
you do to help protect our community.

David S Delew MBA 
Chief Executive
Community Security Trust (CST)

AJEX film show
Sunday, 6 May, at 2.30 pm
Wimbledon Synagogue, 1 Queensmere 
Road, Wimbledon, SW19

Price £8 per person

South West London & Surrey branch of 
AJEX invite you to a showing of the video 
‘Partners in this Great Enterprise’

2 November 2017 was the centenary of 
the Balfour Declaration. There were 
many celebrations, including a major 
event at the Albert Hall organised by a 
group of Christian leaders and attended 
by 3,500 people, including the Israeli 
Ambassador. The evening’s programme 
consisted of entertainment and a recounting 
of the years and events that led up to the 
British government’s declaration in 1917 
supporting the establishment of a home for 
the Jewish people in Palestine. 

This DVD was recorded live at the Albert 
Hall event. Time restraints mean that only 
the first part of the evening’s programme 
can be shown.

All are invited

Film to be followed by the usual excellent 
AJEX tea!

If you are interested in attending the Editor 
of Highlight (bobsymonds@mac.com) will 
be pleased to email you a booking form.



Social and Personal

STONESETTING - The consecration 
of the tombstone of the late Ivor Lask 
will take place at Cheshunt on Sunday, 
15 April at 2 pm.
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BIRTHS - 
A hearty mazal tov also to four generations 
of the Michaelis family and a warm 
welcome to Oliver (Ollie), born on 28 
February 2018, a first son for David and 
Liz, grandson for John and Wendy and 
great-grandson for Philip!

MARRIAGE

 

- Benjamin Wolf, son of Alison and Martin (and currently, among 
other things, conductor of the Zemel choir)
married Rebekka Friedman, daughter of 
Sabine Meyer and Henry Friedman, at 
Belsize Square Synagogue on Sunday, 25 

 

February 2018/ 10 Adar 5778. We wish 
Benjamin and Rebekka every future 
happiness.

BEREAVEMENT

 

- We are very sad to 
report the death of Henry Baghdadi, 
father of our member Marc Baghdadi, 
and extend sincere condolences to 
Henry’s widow Laurence and to Marc and 
the wider family. 

B’NEI MITZVAH - A hearty mazal 
tov to Lloyd Evans and his family on the 
occasion of his Bar Mitzvah on Saturday, 
14 April, Shabbat Atzmaut, 

and to Jonathan Woolf, who will 
celebrate his (adult) Bar Mitzvah on 
Saturday, 21 April, Shabbat Acharei 
Mot-Kedoshim.

GET WELL SOON

 

- Get well soon 
to: Jean Garelick, Renee Gertski, Ronnie 
Goldberg, John Koekoek and Jean 
Sheldon. We are also thinking of others 
who are attending hospital and a number 
recovering from bouts of ’flu and wish 
them well too.

Newly Weds

Ben Wolf relaxing with his bride-to-be, 
Bekka Friedman.

Three Faiths Babies and 
Toddler Group

It’s school break so all school 
age children are invited to join 
in the fun!
All parents and care givers are 
invited to bring their babies, 
toddlers and school age chil-
dren along to this multi-faith 
playgroup. Enjoy toys, tea and 
talking with new friends.

at the Synagogue
Thursday, 5 April

10:00-12:00
It’s Passover so please do not 
bring any food except for fruits 
and vegetables.
Contact Jodi Holtz for more 
information at 
jodiholtz@gmail.com
Jointly sponsored by Bromley 
Reform Synagogue, Bromley 
Churches Together and Al Emaan 
Centre.

Telephone Visiting
If you undertake Telephone 
Visiting join us for a Study 
Session with our Rabbi, 
Jason Holtz
on Wednesday, 18 April, 
10.30-11.45 am
in the Garden Room
Coffee from 10.00 am
All are welcome

Leaving party for the 
Rabbi, Jodi and Asher
We are having a very British 
afternoon tea party with tea/
coffee, finger sandwiches, scones, 
Victoria sponge, cakes, and jelly 
(vegetarian) and ice cream on

Sunday, 6 May from 3 to 5 pm.
So come and wish the Rabbi and 
his family farewell and good luck.

Please contact Michelle Brooks 
Evans through the synagogue if 
you can help her make this an 
afternoon to remember.

Also please let 
Michelle know if 
you will be coming.

Under the Chuppah

Mazal to Kerry and Benjie Butler, who 
celebrated their religious marriage under 
the chuppah on Sunday, 18 March



Brenda Victor died at peace and with 
no suffering on Sunday, 17 February. 
Brenda had been battling with bowel 
cancer for several years. She didn’t want 
to suffer any more major operations, 
pain and long recovery, and had told 
my Dad, Bernard, and myself and my 
brother David that several times. Her 
consultant at King’s College Hospital 
Dr Haq knew that too and that her heart 
and tissues were not strong enough for 
major surgery but he had no choice. 
Mum never regained consciousness once 
on life support and, as a family, with her 
much loved daughter-in-law Lizzie and 
grandchildren too, we took the heart-
rending, though unanimous, decision not 
to continue. We feel it was a good way 
for Mum to leave us, sparing her and us 
from her being a shadow of the strong, 
opinionated, what-have-you-eaten-today 
self.

Brenda, an only child, said she 
thought she was always shy as she had 
been sent, with her best interests at 
heart, to a school for the deaf during 
World War Two evacuation. She was 
there with her only cousin David, who 
sadly died several years ago. I don’t 
think Mum was as shy as she made 
out. She was always good at talking 
to people, asking lots of questions and 
putting them at ease. She was always 
so interested in what others were doing 
and, undoubtedly, the kindest and 
most selfless person I’ll ever have the 
privilege to love. Every time she rang 
me, she would ask first of all, how is 
Theo, her lovely devoted grandson of 
whom she was so proud.  “Shy” Brenda 
did somehow manage to tell most people 
she met that her grandson had a first in 
maths from Cambridge. Mum and Dad 
often had Theo stay the night when he 
was at school in Dulwich, close to them, 
and Mum made it like a second home for 
him. She even folded his socks, which 
felt so soft when she washed them, not 
like when I did.

I often teased Mum for being so 
domesticated and such a homemaker and 
she elevated it to an art form, despite 
her predilection for accumulating carrier 
bags and posh boxes “in case they were 
useful.”

Mum was the archetypal, in the best 
possible sense, Jewish mother, always 
wanting to know if we had eaten and 

what we were planning to eat. Mum 
loved her food and was a brilliant 
and adventurous cook. Brenda was a 
soup making queen. In fact, my love 
of food which has led me to become 
an international food writer started 
with Mum taking me to Cordon Bleu’s 
teaching school’s kitchen for test 
lunches. 

For Mum, family always came, 
unquestionably first. Both her immediate 
and her more extended family. I like 
to think we are a very close and open 
family and could share almost anything. 
Mum also liked the royal family a great 
deal and I feel sad she won’t be here to 
enjoy another royal wedding.

Mum also kept impressively 
up-to-date. Radio 4 was always on in 
several rooms in their Dulwich home 
simultaneously so she didn’t miss 
anything going from room to room.

Mum was definitely opinionated too. 
If she didn’t like the way she or anyone 
was being treated or felt someone was 
being sloppy, they would certainly know 
it.  She didn’t mince her words. 

Mum loved history and textiles. 
One of her favourite places to visit 
was Bermondsey’s fashion and textile 
museum. I wonder if it ever supplanted 
Polesden Lacey, the National Trust home 
we seemed to visit endlessly when we 
were young. She also shared my father’s 
great love of art, though they didn’t 
always agree on what made for good art. 
Van Gogh remained Mum’s steadfast 
favourite painter. It was lovely to see 
her recently take up art herself, inspired 

by my Dad, a keen and successful 
painter for the last twenty years. She 
very proudly showed us all some of 
the impressive work she’d started to do 
with monthly classes at Dulwich Picture 
gallery.

Mum loved flowers and gardens too 
although they only had a shared garden 
at their flat. She was very partial to 
deadheading roses at mine. Mum was 
generous with her time and savvy and 
generous with her money too which 
meant she was great to go shopping 
with. She loved shopping especially at 
John Lewis and Ely’s in Wimbledon on 
Tuesdays when, as a pensioner, she got 
10% off.

My Mum’s other interests included 
ballet and theatre, especially at Bromley, 
and she always insisted on going in to 
choose her seats in person. Mum liked 
reading, especially crime novels. Most 
of all, she had loved reading to her 
grandchildren and buying them beautiful 
books when they were younger. No 
wonder Alex, now in her final year 
studying medicine, and Gabby, in her 
final year studying law – what more 
could a Jewish grandmum boast of? - 
affectionately called her Granny Books. 
In recent years, Mum and Dad have 
thrived on attending a whole host of 
U3A meetings, including, I’m proud to 
say, a women’s group.

I think Mum mostly had a very 
happy, contented life and a wonderfully 
close, supportive and loving relationship 
with my Dad. They really could and 
often did finish each other’s sentences, 
which could be maddening too. 
Although Mum could be critical of my 
Dad, she said several times to me over 
the past few weeks that he looked after 
her so kindly and devotedly and she 
loved him more than ever. 

I have a beautiful memory of my 
last time with Mum at King’s College 
Hospital when she was very cheerful and 
seemed at peace. She was joking about 
how dishy her consultant was and how 
she liked the way he squeezed her arm.  
Meanwhile, my son Theo was holding 
her hand and saying how beautifully soft 
her skin was. Mum was a big softie with 
a tough exterior, who always put us first 
and we all loved and respected her all the 
more for that.

Brenda Victor remembered by her daughter, Sudi Pigott
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SERVICES
April 2017 – Nisan/Iyar 5778
Fridays at 7 pm, unless otherwise stated.
Saturdays at 10.30 am, unless otherwise stated

Friday 6 April Seventh Day of Pesach
Festival service at 10.30 am

Friday 6 April
Saturday 7 April Shemini (22 Nisan)

Friday 13 April
Saturday 14 April Atzmaut (Tazria-Metzora - 29 Nisan) 

Bar Mitzvah of Lloyd Evans

Sunday 15 April Yom Hashoah commemoration with 
the Cheder from 10.30 am

Monday 16 April Rosh Chodesh Iyar

Friday 20 April
Saturday 21 April

 
Acharei Mot-Kedoshim (6 Iyar) 
Bar Mitzvah of Jon Woolf

Friday 27 April
Saturday 28 April Emor (13 Iyar) 

LEHRHAUS
at Leo Baeck College - Home 
of Adult Jewish Learning
The Leo Baeck 
College Lehrhaus 
p r o g r a m m e 
is designed to 
p r o m o t e  t h e 
development and 
growth of adult Jewish learning for 
21st Century Jews.

We are excited to share with you our 
wonderful and varied programme 
for Spring 2018. 

All our courses are taught by our 
outstanding faculty, which we hope 
will entice you to join us. 

Courses at Leo Baeck College:

Rabbi Dr Frank Dabba Smith: 
Jews and Photography - 4-week 
course, Thursdays, 3-24 May.

Susannah Alexander: It’s Not 
All Lox & Bagels: A Historical, 
Cultural and Gastronomic Overview 
of Jewish Culinary Traditions - 
4-week course, Mondays, 2-25 
June

Modern Hebrew Ulpanim: Begin-
ners and Intermediate courses, Dif-
ferent Ulpan teachers. Please contact 
the LBC office for more information

As an incentive, all returning 
Lehrhaus students will enjoy a 10% 
discount on any course and a 20% 
discount if signing up for more than 
one course at the time of registration.

If you have any questions, please 
contact Jarek: Lehrhaus@lbc.ac.uk, 
020 8349 5600.

We very much look forward to 
having you study with us. 

Dr Jo-Ann Myers
Director of Jewish Education

All details about the courses, 
including start dates, prices and 
registration, can be found on our 
website at: www.lbc.ac.uk
Leo Baeck College,
The Sternberg Centre for Judaism, 
80 East End Road, London N3 2SY
lehrhaus@lbc.ac.uk 020 8349 5600
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Bromley Beit Midrash – Adult Learning 
(Sundays, 29 April and 13 May, 10 am in the synagogue)

Modern (and Postmodern) Jewish Thought
We often say that Judaism is more about what we do than what we think 
or believe. But that’s not entirely fair to the role of Jewish philosophy and 
theology, which helps to explain the significance of Jewish life—the reason 
why sometimes being as important as the explanation of how. For thousands 
of years, Jewish teachers have tried to explain what they believe, why they 
believe it and why it’s important. That tradition has continued in the modern 
(and what some call the post-modern) period. Over two weeks, we’ll look 
at a small handful of significant, influential and diverse Jewish thinkers and 
discuss their ideas. 

Relational Judaism: Judaism is often thought of as a joint venture, 
something best done with other people. We talk about synagogue life or perhaps 
even family life. At the same time, the ancient sage Hillel once said, “In a 
place where no one is a mensch (a decent person), strive to be a mensch!” 
That can be lonely, though. From Martin Buber to Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik 
to Ron Wolfson, the role of relationships in Jewish life is a very common 
theme in Jewish thought since the early 20th century. The idea is that who 
we are as Jews and as human beings more generally turns in large part on 
who is in our life and how we relate to them. Come along to read some of the 
great thinkers and talk about their ideas (Sunday, 29 April from 10:00 am).

Judaism Today and Tomorrow: Why be Jewish and do Jewish in 
2018 and beyond? We’ll look at what a few others have had to say, but be 
prepared to share your own thoughts as well. Also, ask Rabbi Holtz in his 
final Bromley Beit Midrash session anything and everything before he heads 
out home (Sunday, 13 May from 10:00 am).



In August of 2017, we [B’chol 
Lashon, New York blog] interviewed 

Souksavat Soukhaseum, known as 
Souks, about his journey from Laos as 
a child to being a Jewish New Yorker to 
working at the Free Synagogue of 
Flushing. Reaction to that interview 
came from around the world and led to 
an unexpected invitation.

Team B’chol Lashon: Were you 
surprised by the response to the 
original piece?
Souks: Yes, I was. It was crazy. There 
were responses from all over. There was 
a lot of interest. Most of it was positive 
and encouraging. People in Southeast 
Asia were very interested in hearing my 
story, in seeing how a refugee who left 
with nothing made a life for himself.
The biggest surprise came when I 
went to Singapore for a vacation. I 
made an appointment to see Rabbi 
Nathan Alfred of the United Hebrew 
Congregation. I introduced myself and 
he said, “I know who you are. I read 
your blog.”
In addition to serving the progressive 
Jewish community in Singapore, Rabbi 
Alfred does outreach to communities 
in other countries, but he had never 
been to Laos or really worked with the 
community there, and he was excited 
to meet a Laotian Jew. He casually 
mentioned that we should arrange a trip 
to Laos together. I thought it was just 
one of those things that people say, but 
then a short while later they had a date 
and a plan and they invited me to join 
them to spend Shabbat in Laos.

TBL: How did you feel when you got 
the invitation?
Souks: As a child, my family had to 
flee this country. I found myself asking, 
“What am I doing?” I had been back 
once before for work, but this time it 
was of my own choosing and I was 
wondering why go back to a country I 
left and gave me nothing. My mother 
had a really strong reaction. She was 
worried about my safety, which is 
understandable; the last time she was in 
Laos they were shooting at us. But I was 
also excited. I was being invited back 
because I had something to contribute. 
I had the possibility of contributing to 
Jewish life in the country where I was 
born, representing my synagogue and 
world Jewry. So I decided to go.

Rabbi Nathan (centre) with Souks (right) 
and a friend in front a Buddhist temple 
in Laos

TBL: Tell us about the trip.
Souks: I arrived on a Thursday and 
met up with Rabbi Alfred and the folks 
from the United Hebrew Congregation. 
There were five of them who came to 
spend Shabbat in Laos. We did a day of 
touring with our host, who is a Swiss 
Jew from Bern. I was the only Laotian 
in the group, so I took them to Buddhist 
Temples.

TBL: Was it strange to be a former 
Buddhist, now Jew, showing a group 
of Jews around a Buddhist Temple?
Souks: Not at all. I grew up as a 
Buddhist, so it was easy giving a tour 
and explaining Buddhism through 
Judaism. There are places of overlap 
such as the offerings, like Jews did in 
ancient times, what it means to come to 
a Temple, a place to pray and connect to 
share. Both religions are steeped in ritual 
and have an agricultural element and 
know the power of storytelling. 

TBL: What else did you do?
Souks: Thursday was just touring. On 
Friday, we stayed home and prepared 
for Shabbat. We made all our own food 
so that we were ready to welcome the 
Jews living in Laos when we gathered 
for Shabbat.

TBL: What was Shabbat like?
Souks: We gathered at the home of the 
Swiss family. We sent out invitations 
and asked people to bring vegetarian 
dishes. We had 25 adults and 8 children. 
Most people were from other countries, 
but there were some people who married 

or partnered with people from Laos. We 
prayed together and ate together. We had 
a real range of dishes, including eggplant 
from the Philippines, kugel and hummus, 
and we had bread but no challah. 
There is a real mix of people in the 
Jewish community in Laos. There is a 
coffee grower, a Dutch survivor of the 
Holocaust, Israelis producing chocolate, 
a baker from France, people involved 
in tourism. A whole range of people. 
This was the first time they had gotten 
together as Jews in Laos.

TBL: What do you think lies ahead for 
Jewish life in Laos?
Souks: I really don’t know. It is a small 
group. I’d love for them to be able to 
access a rabbi for holidays, but Laos is 
a landlocked country. It is not on the 
beaten path, so we will have to see.

Source: My Jewish Learning website – 
with thanks to Rabbi Sylvia Rothschild 
for drawing our attention to this article. 
Rabbi Nathan Alfred is a child of our 
congregation who is doing sterling work 
on behalf of small Jewish communities, 
previously in Europe and now from his 
base in Singapore.

A Refugee Returns to Laos as a Jew
Jews come together for a historic Shabbat gathering in Laos.

EUPJ Biennial Conference 
Prague 2018
European Union for Progressive 
Judaism Biennial Conference

Regeneration: Building the Future

Thursday 26 to Sunday 29 April

Conference hotel: 5 star Marriott

Iconic venues
Opening ceremony- Smetana Hall 
Services – The Spanish Synagogue

Regeneration – Building the Future 
The EUPJ Biennial Conference 2018 
will reflect the philosophy that drives 
Progressive Judaism both in Europe and 
beyond. That same driving force will 
inspire and motivate our community 
leaders of today and our young leaders, 
whose imagination and enthusiasm will 
shape Progressive Judaism in the future.

Full programme including tours of the 
magical city of Prague

To register and for further details go to:
www.reformjudaism.org.uk/events/
eupj-biennial-
c o n f e r e n c e -
prague-2018
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Special Celebration for the 75th Anniversary of CCJ

Concert of Christian and Jewish Music
Organised by CCJ SW London and SE London

Thursday 19 April at 7:30 pm
at: Nightingale House, 105 Nightingale Lane, London SW12

Concert programme includes music by
Arvo Pärt, J.S. Bach, and Max Bruch, and Jewish Songs performed by 
Wimbledon Synagogue Choir 

Refreshments will be served in the interval
Please book in advance if you intend to come:
- No charge for members and one guest each, or for Nightingale residents.
- Non-members (other than members’ guests) are invited to put their names 

on a waiting list.
- Donations to CCJ will be very much appreciated.
For reservations and donations, 
please contact: Stephen Weil
through the synagogue.

Business Development Executive
Skeet Hill House is the only kosher 
retreat centre in the UK. We focus 
on recreation, education and the 
environment in a Jewish context. Skeet 
hosts Sadeh Farm, the UK’s Jewish 
farm which combines food growing 
and environmental awareness with 
Jewish traditions. 
This is a part-time role for half a day 
a week at set pay plus commission 
dependent on experience. We are 
looking for someone excited by our 
vision and product who is motivated to 
find leads and convert them into sales. 
Responsibilities:
•	 Finding new clients to use our site 

through calls, emails and meetings 
(Jewish and non-Jewish)

•	 Liaise with existing clients to 
ensure they are receiving a great 
level of service and any issues or 
queries have been resolved/offer-
ing incentives to book again for 
next time 

•	 Come up with new ideas for our 
site

•	 Discuss and promote new services 
to existing clients 

We are looking for a highly results-
driven individual with an outgoing 
personality and excellent social skills. 
You must be persistent, tenacious and 
sophisticated with a natural ability to 
pitch and sell. Other skills needed: 
•	 Proven as an ambitious and highly 

motivated individual with a great 
work ethic

•	 Some experience in sales/business 
development

•	 Willing to develop skills
•	 The desire to be a part of something 

from the ground up
Please email talia.chain@sadehfarm.co.uk

Chef
We are also looking for someone 
excited by our vision and product 
who is motivated to produce healthy, 
delicious and mainly vegetarian meals 
for children, young people and some 
adult groups. 
This role is part-time with flexible hours 
and some weekend work. 
We are looking for a highly results-
driven individual who cares about good 
food and hygiene and is a team player. 
Role needs: 
•	 You must be able to drive to work 
•	 Have experience in cooking and 

working in kitchens 
•	 Understand cooking for children 
•	 Very clean and hygienic, with 

understanding of kitchen codes
•	 Able to create new healthy menus 
Responsibilities:
•	 Developing the menu 
•	 Ordering, storing, preparing and 

cooking the food 
•	 Weekly stock checks
•	 Keeping kitchen clean 
•	 Working within a budget

Please email talia.chain@sadehfarm.
co.uk if you are interested.

Two Vacancies at Sadeh

RAF 100th Anniversary 
1917-18
A message from AJEX
Would you please let me know if you 
had any relatives whose father or uncle 
served in WW1 with the Royal Flying 
Corps or the RAF. Also, any relative 
who flew with Bomber Command or 
Fighter Command during WW2, as 
there are a number of special events 
taking place at which AJEX will be 
represented. 
Sincerely, Jeff Borsack

AJEX Commemorative Division 
headoffice@ajex.org.uk

Lots of our members, from young children 

to older adults, participate in interesting 

events, but only a handful tell us about 

them before it is too late for others to 

enjoy them too. Tell everyone at 

comms@bromleyshul.org.uk

12 Copy date for May Highlight: Sunday 15 April

CALLING ALL 
ISRAELI DANCE TEACHERS

Cheder is looking for someone to 
teach the children some Israeli folk 
dancing in honour of 
Yom Ha ’atzmaut,  Is rae li 
Independence Day this year!
If you are free on Sunday morning, 
22 April  and think you can help, 
please contact Vicki through the 
synagogue.
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April
S 1

M 2

T 3

W 4

Th 5 3 Faiths Baby and Toddler Group - 10 am 
to 12 noon at the Shul

F 6 Seventh Day of Pesach - Festival service 
at 10.30 am
SE10 and beyond - Passover Supper in SE3

S 7 Shemini
S 8

M 9

T 10 Knit and Natter, 10 to 12 am at Pauline’s
W 11 Social Centre, 10.30 am to 2.30 pm at the 

Shul - Music with David and Tom

Th 12 Yom Hashoah
Talmud Study Group, 10.30-11.45 am at 
the Shul

F 13

S 14 Atzmaut (Tazria-Metzora)
Bar Mitzvah of Lloyd Evans

S 15 New Cheder term begins, 10.30 am
Yom Hashoah - Community Commemoration 
from 10.30 am
Stonesetting for the late Ivor Lask, 2 pm at 
Cheshunt

M 16 Rosh Chodesh Iyar
T 17 CCJ - discussion on role of Jerusalem, 8 pm at 

St Stephen’s Church, SE21
W 18 Telephone Visiting - meeting, 10.30-11.45 

am at the Shul

Th 19 Yom Ha’Atzmaut
Talmud Study Group, 10.30-11.45 am at 
the Shul
CCJ 75th Anniversary Concert, 7.30 pm 
at Nightingale House

F 20

S 21 Acharei Mot-Kedoshim
(Adult) Bar Mitzvah of Jon Woolf

S 22 Cheder Yom Ha’Atzmaut celebration
M 23

T 24

W 25 Social Centre, 10.30 am to 2.30 pm at the 
Shul

Th 26

F 27

S 28 Emor
S 29 Beit Midrash - 10 am at the Shul

M 30

Dates for Your Diary
May

T 1

W 2

Th 3 Talmud Study Group, 10.30-11.45 am 
at the Shul

F 4

S 5 Behar
S 6 Farewell Tea Party for Rabbi Jason 

Holtz and his family, 3-5 pm at the Shul

M 7 Jewish Women’s Week coffee morning 
from 10.30 am at Marilyn’s in Beckenham

T 8

W 9 Social Centre, 10.30 am to 2.30 pm at 
the Shul
3 Faiths Forum - Discussion, 7.30 pm 
at the Al-Emaan Centre

Th 10

F 11

S 12 Bechukotai
S 13 Beit Midrash - 10 am at the Shul

M 14

T 15 Rosh Chodesh Sivan
W 16

Th 17 Talmud Study Group, 10.30-11.45 am 
at the Shul

F 18

S 19 Bamidbar
Erev Shavuot - Service at 7.30 pm 
followed by Tikkun Leyl

S 20 SHAVUOT - Festival service at 10.30 am 
led by Kittah Chet

M 21

T 22

W 23 Social Centre, 10.30 am to 2.30 pm at 
the Shul
SE10 and beyond - Meeting on Jewish 
humour in Greenwich

Th 24

F 25

S 26 Naso

S 27 WIZO Bridge/Games/Cards afternoon, 
3-6 pm in Beckenham

M 28

T 29

W 30

Th 31



SPONTANEOUS PRODUCTIONS
In association with Kirkdale Bookshop 
presents

ELEANOR MARX
The Jewess of Jews Walk
An original drama by Lucy Kaufman
Produced and directed by Jonathan Kaufman
Starring Sarah Whitehouse and Oliver Messenger, 
Simeon Oakes, Kirsten Moore and Robert Maskell 
8pm Wed-Sat*, 18 APRIL - 12 MAY
(*not Thurs 26 April or Thurs 3 May. 
Extra shows Tues 24 April and Tues 1 May)

UPSTAIRS AT THE SYDENHAM CENTRE
44a Sydenham Rd, SE26 5QX
Tickets: £16 full price, £12 concessions
Book online at spontaneousproductions.co.uk/marx
or in person at Kirkdale Bookshop, 272 Kirkdale, SE26

BEAUTIFUL CARDS
A range of lovely nature-

based images, plus bespoke 
designs for special occasions

A percentage of every sale 
will go to the Synagogue. 

Details, prices and samples from 
Judi Sheffrin through the 
synagogue (020 8460 5460).

A constituent of Reform Judaism – www.reformjudaism.org.uk

Registered Charity No. 1098431. Bromley & District Reform Synagogue Ltd. is a Company limited by Guarantee. 
Registered in England and Wales. Company Registration number 4583645. 

PET PHOTOGRAPHY
Unique images of your pets taken at home 

or on location
CALL SIMON 07721 649901

www.takenbysimon.co.uk

TAKEN BY SIMON.CO.UK
PHOTOGRAPHY ON LOCATION

FAMILY PORTRAITS ALSO COMMISSIONED

BACK PAIN?
We offer effective treatment 

for
back and neck problems, 

sciatica,
sports injuries and much 

more.

Andreas Jochim DO MSc
Charlotte Parker M.Ost
Michele McBain M. Ost
12 Station Approach Hayes

Bromley BR2 7EH

020 8650 0509
www.strawberryhouseclinic.co.uk

	


