
Welcome everyone to
to our annual

CHANUKAH PARTY!

FOR THE YOUNG AND
YOUNG AT HEART

GILBERT GIGGLES will be 
there to entertain us! Hot 
dogs, latkes and sufganiyot 
(Chanukah doughnuts) will 
be served - all with dreidels 
and chocolate coins to play 
with!

YOUTH CLUB PARTY 
Movies, music, a 
Mocktail Bar and 
Canapes, ready to 
join us for candle 
lighting at the end!

Bring your chanukiah to light and we’ll do the rest.
Date: Sunday, 17 December
Time: 4.00 - 6.30 pm
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Volunteers Wanted

Video Camera 
Operator

Our synagogue will soon start live 
streaming adult education courses.  
We are looking for volunteers who 
can help to operate the camera and 
audio equipment. Absolutely no 
prior knowledge or experience is 
necessary. We will learn together!  

If you are interested, or want more 
information, please 
contact  Rabbi 
Holtz through the 
synagogue office.

The Everyone Matters concert given at the synagogue on Sunday, 5 November 
was well attended and much enjoyed. Here the conductor, Margaret Archibald, 
is giving a brief introduction before the concert began. ‘Everyone Matters’ is 
a charity whose mission is to take the benefits and joy of music to people of 
all ages who cannot readily access it themselves. A collection was held for 
donations to the charity.
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Margaret was born on 23 April 1923 in 
Berlin to Hugo and Therese. They had 

named her Gretel, though most of her life 
she used the English equivalent, Margaret. 
Margaret’s father died suddenly from a heart 
attack when Margaret was only 9 years old, 
leaving her to be brought up solely by her 
mother Therese. 

In 1935, Margaret’s Uncle Martin 
discovered that the family was entitled to 
British citizenship, as his father, Margaret’s 
grandfather, Meyer, had been born in 
England. Realizing that life for Jews was 
becoming increasingly difficult, the family 
started moving in stages from Germany to 
the UK. First came Uncle Leo to scout ahead, 
then came cousin Erwin and his family, 
and eventually the rest of the Goldsteins, 
including Therese and Margaret. At the time, 
Therese was renting out rooms in their flat 
to earn an income. One tenant was a young 
woman whose boyfriend was a member of 
the Nazi party. It became clear to Therese 
then that they had to go. While Margaret 
seldom spoke about the Holocaust, she 
always attended the annual Yom HaShoah 
services at the synagogue. 

Margaret was immensely proud to have 
become British and served her new country 

as a war worker. She was perhaps equally 
proud of having received a certificate for 
that work. 

Margaret worked first for a shipping 
company and then for Unilever, where 
she was a secretary. While there, she 
came to work for one of the few female 
directors, Jean Watson, who was very kind 
to her. Margaret cared greatly for doing 
her job well and correctly, even to the 
point of asking colleagues whether it was 
preferable to use a stapler or paper clip. 
After retiring, Margaret frequently attended 
the company’s functions and dinners. She 
also joined a walking group.

Margaret had little use for television, 
but she enjoyed listening to the radio. 
When the Proms were on, she’d listen every 
night. Margaret enjoyed music, even after 
her hearing went and she stopped wearing 
hearing aids. One doctor suggested that she 
could hear the music much more clearly 
because she could sense the rhythm, and 
her mind would fill in the rest. Margaret 
also enjoyed listening to the news and was 
very interested in public affairs. She always 
knew what was going on in the world. 

Margaret seldom complained. She was 
legally blind, but managed well. 

Margaret was a minimalist of sorts 
and she didn’t want anything unnecessary. 
Linda de Lange tried to give her a flower 
once, but Margaret was worried about it 
being excessive. Yet, she’d still try and 
give presents for all occasions. Linda has 
her mother’s wedding ring. 

The staff at Nightingale House took 
very good care of her. They fed her well, 
regularly did her hair and nails - preferably 
not too bright - and, most importantly, 
they were kind to her. When Margaret was 
able, she would visit her cousin Erwin and 
his family regularly. She liked working 
alongside her colleague at Unilever, Diane. 
She also greatly enjoyed her walking group 
friends, Myrtle, Gabi, Edith and Deborah. 
Tiffany helped her with cleaning but also, 
and perhaps more importantly, provided 
her with companionship. Janet Posner has 
been helping her out for years now, both 
before and since she moved to Nightingale 
House. Most especially, Linda de Lange and 
Margaret shared a very close relationship, 
which Linda described as being almost like 
a mother-daughter relationship. 

Margaret will be missed by those who 
cared greatly for her. May her memory be 
for a blessing. 

Rabbi Jason Holtz

It seems like ancient history but the 
world of my childhood, Golders Green 

of the 1950s and 60s seems to have been 
a remarkably safe one for Jews. Of course 
there was anti-Semitism, in some ways 
more institutionalised than today, but 
nobody really considered that there was 
a serious physical threat to our security. 
There was no need for patrols or guards 
outside synagogues, Jewish schools or other 
centres of Jewish activity and there was no 
organisation like the Community Security 
Trust (CST); it simply wasn’t necessary. 

The latest report of the CST informs 
us that in the first 6 months of this 
year there were 767 documented anti-
Semitic incidents in the UK, about half 
in the London area. Reports that were not 
confirmed as anti-Semitic are not included. 
The frequency of incidents continues to 
escalate, the latest figures representing 
a 30% increase over the same period in 
2016. In case you think these are all verbal 
abuse on Twitter, the numbers include 80 
cases of assault. 

What about middle-class, leafy 
Bromley? I’m afraid there is no such thing 
as ‘it couldn’t happen here’. We have had 

several incidents of offensive language 
from pedestrians and motorists passing the 
synagogue and a threat of violence, which 
led to a police arrest. 

Why am I telling you this? Well, I think 
every member of the synagogue needs 
to know about it and be aware. It is also 
important for you to know how seriously 
we take our security; there is nothing more 
important to us than the safety of everyone 
attending the synagogue. 

Much of our protection takes the form 
of members serving as volunteer guards 
checking the property, ensuring that 
doors and windows are secure and that 
those entering and leaving the building 
are supervised with the identity of visitors 
checked carefully. We have refused entry 
to people whose bona fides was uncertain 
on several occasions. We need more 
volunteers. If you are able-bodied and 
prepared to attend a training session and 
then perform a security duty every 2 or 3 
months, please do consider joining one of 
the Saturday or Sunday morning rotas. This 
will make it easier for everyone and will 
enhance the security we can offer. 

As well as volunteers, we pay for a 
professional guard on Sunday mornings 

What every member needs to know - View from the Chair
during Cheder to help ensure our children 
and teachers are safe.  The cost of this 
guard (more than £2,500 annually) was 
previously funded by a grant from the CST 
but, due to additional demands in high risk 
areas and the fact that the government 
has not increased the funding to the CST, 
this grant is no longer available to us. 
At a recent meeting of Cheder parents 
there was no dissent from the view that, 
at least for the time being, the assistance 
of a professionally trained person must 
continue; the question is how we fund it 

The Board has discussed this at length 
and decided that this should not form part 
of our annual subscription for the coming 
year, rather that the funding for professional 
security needs to come from donations. I 
am therefore asking all members to make 
a donation to cover the cost of Cheder 
security. A suggested sum is £20 but if 
you can manage more than that, please do 
pay what you can and, if £20 is more than 
you can afford again, please pay what you 
can afford. This can be paid on-line or by 
cheque. Thank you. The security of our 
members, their families and visitors to the 
shul remains paramount.  

John Posner, Chairman

Hesped for Margaret Goldstein, 23 April 1923 – 13 October 2017
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My bat mitzvah portion centres 
on Abraham being told to leave 

everything he knows and follow God. 
Abraham was 75 years old at this time. 
Did God present Himself in the form of 
a human or was he just a voice that only 
Abraham could hear? What drove Abraham 
to follow God?

I chose my portion, primarily because 
it was the portion on the day I was born, 
but also because Abraham was such a 
complex guy. For example; he was an 
honest person, yet lied to Pharaoh and he 
was willing to sacrifice his son but at the 
same time save a whole community! And 
if there is nothing I like more, it’s giving 
myself lots of research and study on the 
complexity of the human psyche!!

So, what is complexity? According 
to the Cambridge English dictionary it is: 
the state of having many parts and being 
difficult to understand.

Although my portion is only the first 9 
verses of Chapter 12 of Genesis, I read to 
Chapter 22 verse 24. This was to enable 
me to fully understand and appreciate how 
complex Abraham was.

In Chapter 12, 1-9, Abraham was told 
to ‘go forth’ from his father’s land, and if 
Abraham did this, God would make his 
name famous, and bless him and those that 
blessed him. Abraham left his home with 
his wife Sarah, and his nephew, Lot, and 
headed towards Canaan. It was here that 
God told Abraham that this land would be 
assigned to his offspring. Abraham built an 
altar for God, and once complete, began 
the long journey to the Negev.

And here lies Abraham’s first test. 
Throughout my life, I have believed that we 
are constantly being tested and there is no 
-one who was tested more than Abraham. 
However, it also depends on how we 
perceive this ‘test’. Some are much more 
obvious – like exams, or driving.  Others 
are more challenging and, sometimes, we 
don’t see the wood for the trees.  This is 
where life becomes more complex – we 
have to make a choice, sometimes an easy 
one, sometimes a much more difficult one. 
Some people would make a pro’s and 
cons list, others may say: well on the one 
hand…but on the other.  Some things are 
straightforward but many are not – and 
until we are faced with certain situations we 
don’t know what we would do.  One such 
test I remember from my early childhood 
was coming home from holiday and the 
car overheating. Some people, including 

myself, would say, ‘why me?’. So, what 
did we do to overcome this test? We filled 
welly boots with water and had to keep 
stopping to fill the radiator up, and the 
following year, my mum took the train! 
Oh, happy memories! 

So, back to Abraham’s first test - I 
was never actually told to ‘Go forth’ like 
Abraham, but my parents encouraged me 
to spread my wings and travel as I am sure 
many other parents have told their children 
– or will tell their children as they get older.

Abraham left all that he knew, for 
pastures unknown. Did he do this because 
he wanted something better in his life – so 
was quite willing to follow God’s word 
or was he just totally committed to his 
faith in God.? In his formative years, it 
was documented that he lived in a cave 
to avoid being slaughtered. During this 
time, Abraham concluded, after studying 
the movement of the sun, moon and stars, 
that ‘something’ must be controlling it 
all. Therefore, when Abraham returned 
to his father’s home, and saw all the idols 
on display, he destroyed them. Abraham 
believed that they were just a symbol and 
should not be idolised. Could this have been 
the beginning of his belief in something 
that could not be seen, nor explained? I 
believe it was.

Abraham was willing to leave, along 
with Sarah and Lot – his brother’s son –
because God promised him fame and the 
land of Canaan. But was this really the 
case? Would that not just make Abraham 
greedy or was he truly looking out for future 
generations? I like to believe that Abraham 
had such faith in God that he was willing 
to listen to God’s word and follow God’s 
command, whatever the outcome.

According to Harvey Fields, Parashat 
Lech-Lecha contains five important 
themes:

1) The demands of leadership

2) Honesty

3) Settling disagreements

4) Rescuing captives

5) The Jewish covenant of circumcision

Leadership - God chose Abraham after 
10 generations from Noah to found a 
kingdom. The midrash by R. Azariah 
stated that Adam and Noah had both failed 
in their attempt to heal humanity, but by 
God choosing Abraham, He had chosen a 
‘brotherhood’; ‘a family’ and therefore all 
would be blessed.

Rambam 
believed that 
it was because 
Abraham had 
been persecuted 
in Chaldea, for 
his belief and 
faith in God, 
that God had 
chosen him to 
lead the people to the Holy land

H o n e s t y - A b r a h a m  w a s  n e v e r 
straightforward.  On the one hand, he was 
totally committed in his faith of God, yet 
on the other he was quite manipulative of 
the truth.

Abraham was devoted to his wife, yet 
he was very quick in getting her to agree 
that she was his sister, so as not to anger 
the Pharaoh. This was not in fact a lie, for 
Sarah, as stated in Genesis 20:12 “…is in 
truth my sister, my father’s daughter though 
not my mother’s…” However, according to 
Rambam, Abraham should have trusted 
God and therefore ‘committed a great sin’ 
by not telling the truth. Yet Hirsch, a great 
scholar of the 19th century, disagreed and 
believed that Abraham did what he did to 
save his wife.

Hands up who has never told a lie? Big 
bold flat-out lie or a teeny weeny white lie.  
Is  either ok to tell? Some argue that white 
lies are told to spare a person’s feelings. 
So, was Abraham justified in what he did? 
I believe that the answer is not simple – it 
shows his complexity. He clearly loved 
his wife and wanted to protect her. He did 
what he did to keep them all safe, just like 
any other human being when faced with 
potential danger. A white lie to spare a 
person’s feelings is perfectly justified and 
I believe, at this time, Abraham knew the 
dangers faced and therefore wanted to spare 
himself more than his wife.

Settling disagreements - Abraham 
appeared to be the natural leader. People 
followed him and joined him on his journey. 
When Lot’s cattlemen ran into problems 
with Abraham’s cattlemen, Abraham took 
control of the situation and suggested they 
part ways. He even offered Lot the choice of 
the land – north or south. Nothing complex 
about Abraham here – he just did his duty 
as an uncle and as a leader. He did not want 
conflict, therefore avoided it by suggesting 
a parting of the ways.

Rescuing Captives - Lot and Abraham 

The Complexity of being Human by Hayley Preston

continued on page 4



Eretz Yisrael 2017

It was just 25 years, a quarter of a 
century from our previous visit to 

Israel, when we landed at  Ben Gurion 
airport near to the  end of October. We 
were there to fulfil a wish made a long 
time ago and to celebrate our sixty-
second wedding anniversary.

We were so fortunate to have a 
week of perfect weather, sunshine 
and warm breezes, to stroll along the 
promenade by the seaside every day. 
To view all the changes that have 
happened and will continue to happen 
in a city that is vibrant, thriving and 
beautiful.

Art, music, colour, all claim your 
attention. We were able to talk to 
people who worked in the markets 
and in management in Tel Aviv and to 
visitors from all over the world.

We were there at the centenary 
celebration of the Balfour Declaration 
in the Hall of Independence. There 
we met Jews and also non-Jews, who 
attended from far and wide to listen to 
the history of the founding of the State of 
Israel. It was an emotional moment as 
we stood up to listen to the Hatikvah.

We had only kindness and 
consideration from all those we met and 
truly loved our week’s holiday.

We are so pleased and proud to have 
been in Tel Aviv at this time in Israel, a 
country that has achieved so much.

Zena and John Goodman
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parted ways. However, Lot found himself 
in trouble and, when Abraham heard this, 
he was willing to drop everything and 
travel to Lot’s aid. Abraham argued with 
God regarding this, and in Genesis Chapter 
19, verse 16 God intervened and allowed 
Lot to leave Sodom and Gomorrah and 
start again. What a truly wonderful guy, 
Abraham was, looking out for his nephew! 
I mean he argued with God, and won. Who 
would have believed that you could argue 
with God and win?

So why did Abraham not do the same 
thing when God told him to send his first-
born son, Ishmael out into the wilderness 
with his mother? Well according to Genesis 
16:7 Abraham told Sarah to deal with her 
maid as she saw fit. And there Abraham 
showed us immediately that life is not black 
and white. He truly loved his wife – even 
though it was her suggestion to cavort 
with her maid – and wanted to do anything 
he could to make her happy. Why would 
anyone willingly and knowingly send a 
small child, and his mother, out into the 
wilderness knowing that that would bring 
certain death? Again, later on, Abraham 
was willing to sacrifice his second born, 
Isaac, on God’s command.

Why was he so willing to do this, 
especially when God had promised to 
make his name famous and give land to 
his offspring? If Abraham was so willing 
to sacrifice his children and had achieved 
this, then the future would have been so 
very different. Why did Abraham not argue 
with God over the sacrificing of his child 
and was yet so willing to argue over Lot’s 
predicament in Sodom.

Was this truly about being a complex 
person or was Abraham just totally devoted 
to God and had true strength in his beliefs 
of God, to know that God would set him 
on the correct path, providing he did not 
lose that belief? If that was the case, why 
question God over Lot? What we do 
know is, after binding Isaac, Abraham had 
finally passed all of God’s tests and was 
rewarded with God saying he would make 
his descendants numerous all because … 
‘he obeyed My command’

But at the time, Abraham did not 
know that this would happen, he was just 
following God’s command to sacrifice his 
own son! This is something I still struggle 
to comprehend, and reinforces my belief 
of how complex Abraham was. 

The Jewish covenant of circumcision
It was at this point, as Leon Kass points 
out, that Abram and Sarai’s names 
were changed to Abraham and Sarah.  
Abraham accepted God’s covenant – to 
be circumcised immediately, along with 
all male members of his household. Did 
he accept this because he had already been 
told by God that his descendants would 
inherit the land long after his death, or 
because of his unfailing loyal faith in God? 
Again, we can see that nothing is simple 
and straight forward.  It can’t have been 
easy to be circumcised at nearly 100 years 
old, yet Abraham did it without complaint. 
He did not argue with God, but accepted 
this ‘test’. I like to believe that on this 
occasion, Abraham did so for the greater 
good – knowing that 400 years down the 
line, after a life of slavery, his descendants 
would finally be free in their own land!

Summary - Looking at the five 
themes – leadership, honesty, settling 
disagreements, rescuing captives and the 
Jewish Covenant of Circumcision, it is 
clear to understand why Abraham was 
such a complex character. I believe that 
we are all complex, or at least have the 
attributes to be complex. We all have 
demands upon us, whether in our career 
or at home. Leadership skills are needed to 
raise children, as well as within marriage. 
If neither partner takes a ‘leadership’ role, 
then nothing would get done. I mean let’s 
face it: cooking, cleaning, school run etc. 
If we all stepped back and said ‘not my 
role’ then nothing would happen. Luckily 
in the 21st century the leadership role is 
mostly joint, unless of course you are 
single, then the responsibility lies solely 
with you! And there lies my biggest test 
ever. Over the last so many years I have 
been tested constantly – through choices 
(good and bad) that I have made. My 
major test, though, has been the last 17 
years, raising my daughter on my own and 
hoping that I raise a child with enough of 
the sense, compassion and integrity that 
was instilled in me by my own parents. 
And what I have learned most is that the 
human psyche is truly complex.  I cannot 
comprehend what made Abraham so 
willing to sacrifice Isaac because I know, 
without a shadow of a doubt, that I would 
lay down my own life before sacrificing 
Rachel’s.  Maybe God understands that, 
and accepts, finally, that we all have flaws 
and are not all perfect, and has decided 
at long last, that I have passed His test. I 
certainly hope so...I could do with a rest!

According to a scholarly article 
written by Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi, 
complex personalities are often associated 
with creativity: that, instead of being an 
individual, they are a multitude and like 
the colour white, that includes all colours, 
they tend to bring together the entire range 
of human possibilities within themselves.

So, if we look back at what complexity 
is, Abraham was definitely a multitude 
of colours. He had many different parts 
to his character, and he was difficult to 
understand. Therefore he was totally 
complex and I found he was a bit like 
Marmite – you either love him or hate 
him. Personally, I think he was awesome!

Hayley celebrated her adult bat 
mitzvah on 28 October, Shabbat Lech 
Lecha

The Complexity of being Human 
continued from page 3
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Cheder News 

Cheder Security Rota, 
December 2017

Sundays Names

3 December Carl and Maleka 
Levy

10 December Aleksandra and 
Stephen Love

17 December Chanukah Party 

Can you believe 
it’s nearly the end 
of 2017? With so 
much happening 
in our shul, last 
year seems to have 
flown by. Here’s 
a little recap of 
what’s happening 
this December so 
you don’t miss a thing:

1) The wonderful parents of Hooray 
Cheder are running this year’s 
Chanukah Fair on Sunday, 3 
December from 12.30-3 pm. 
Lunches will be on sale, as well as 
doughnuts, Judaica, second-hand 
Jewish books, toys, pottery- anything 
else you might think could make 
a good Chanukah gift for the ones 
you love. The money raised will 
help support the Cheder and other 
Shul events, so before you leave 
with your kids that Sunday, please 
pop downstairs and have a look? 
And if you can spare an hour of 
your time to help run the fair, please 
let Michelle Brooks Evans know: 
michellebrooksevans@gmail.com.

2) Also, on Sunday, 3 December at 
12.15 pm, the GAN will delight us 
with their Chanukah play, ‘8 Little 
Candles’! Gan children, please tell 
your parents to come to the Sanctuary 
at 11 am for rehearsals. All parents and 
Cheder children are invited to watch 
the play during assembly from 12.15 
pm on the 3rd, so please do pop in to 
cheer on our littlest members of shul.

3) Later Cheder alert: Our Chanukah 
Party will take place on the sixth night 
of Chanukah, 17 December, from 
4 - 6.30 pm. This will be our Cheder 
time, so there will be no Cheder  that 
morning. Gilbert Giggles will be on 
hand to entertain the younger ones, 
with latkes, sufganiot (doughnuts) 
and dreidels everywhere. We’ll end 
the evening with communal candle 
lighting. The Youth Club will have 
its own party going on that day, so 
please contact Hayley Preston for 
details: hayley.preston8@gmail.com. 

4) A reminder that your children’s 
Tzedakah pennies will go to 
support the charity Jewish Child’s 
Day, which supports both Jewish 
and non-Jewish children suffering 

neglect, abuse or other hardship 
in the UK. Please send in your 
spare change to support this very 
worthy cause, as next term we’ll 
be supporting a different charity 
chosen by Kittah Chet.

5) Please check the Security Rota on 
this page to see if we are expecting 
you to show up next term for security. 
If you realise you cannot attend on the 
day you have been allocated, please 
contact Graham Harris: 
grahamh4@aol.com.

6) Last but not least, our final day of 
Cheder this term will be Sunday, 17 
December. Cheder will resume on 
Sunday, 7 January.

That’s all for now! I wish you all a very 
happy end to 2017 and look forward 
to seeing you all at the parties and 
assemblies and later in the New Year.

L’Shalom,

Vicki, Head Teacher

Cheder Security Rota
Purim Term, 2018

Sundays Names
7 January Gary  Brown

14 January Aaron Shulman 

21 January 
Elisabeth/Nigel 
Megitt

28 January 
Flora Spiegel/
Anthony Miller

4 February 
Joe Millis/
Roseanne Posner

11 February
Michelle/Stuart 
Morgan

Half Term Sunday, 18 February

25 February Kim Osborne 

4 March 
Katia/Tenzin/
Nyibum Pisetzky

11 March Dan Posner

18 March Polina Revzina

Our first Kalooki session was really 
successful. We had two tables playing and 
there was a real buzz in the room. We were 
delighted to see some new faces and, if 
anyone else would like to come along, you’ll 
be welcomed with open arms. Contact 
Miriam on 020 8650 7597 for further details.

At our last meeting David and Tom 
with their friend Peter came along and once 
again gave us some insights into music and 
entertainers. They have a wide repertoire 
and give a programme to suit all tastes. 
If anyone would like them to research a 
particular performer please let me know. 
They will be delighted to know and will 
produce an appropriate programme.

As our meeting on Wednesday 13 
December is the first day of Chanukah 
we’ll have a Chanukah quiz with prizes, so 
please come along and test your knowledge!

In the meantime Happy Chanukah to all.
Dianne Mathews

We shall be meeting in December on 
Wednesdays, 13 and 27 from 10.30 am 
to 2.30 pm.

Kalooki Club News

Our club got off to a very good start at 
its inaugural meeting. Two full tables 

of both experienced and inexperienced 
players enjoyed coming together to play 
this very well known and – in some cases 
– much loved, card game.

However, it has come to my notice that 
some people would like to play but can’t get 
here for the 10.30 a.m. start. Please don’t 
worry about this; we realise that an early 
start in the mornings is not for everyone 
and as long as you are here about mid-
day - let Dianne know you are coming for 
lunch - you are still very welcome either to 
join an ongoing game or begin a new one.

We are now looking to build a third, or 
even a fourth table of players, or potential 
players, so come along and be part of 
this new venture at the Social Centre. 
Don’t forget that this Centre was formed 
for you and there are always plenty of 
people to chat to while drinking a cup of 
tea or coffee.

We’ve got it all! Come and see!

Contact me (Miriam Wellbrook) through 
the synagogue office if you’ve got any 
further queries.

mailto:grahamh4@aol.com


Social and Personal

Three Faiths Babies and 
Toddler Group

All parents and care givers are 
invited to bring their babies and 
toddlers along to this multi-faith 
playgroup. Enjoy toys, tea and 
talking with new friends.
Al Emaan Centre 
Croydon Road, Keston BR2 8HF
Thursday 14 December 
10:00-12:00
Bromley Reform Synagogue 
Thursday 4 January 
10:00-12:00
Al Emaan Centre 
Wednesday 24 January 
10:00-12:00
Contact Jodi Holtz through 
the synagogue office for more 
information. 
Jointly sponsored by Bromley 
Reform Synagogue, Bromley 
Churches Together, and Al 
Emaan Centre.

Daenerys celebrates 
Chanukah
Sadeh Supper Club: Chapter One 
Date: Saturday 16 December 
Time: 7.30 pm 
Place: Sadeh Farm, Skeet Hill House, 
Skeet Hill Lane, Orpington 
Entertainment: Music, storytelling, 
magic, light art and Chanukah candles…
Food and drink: Local ingredients 
themed on winter British food that 
Daenerys might eat, mainly vegan but 
we use local honey.

For tickets (£35) go to: 
www.sadehfarm.co.uk

SE10 and Beyond
Michelle writes:
Our lovely group is developing and 
expanding as the years go by. Friendships 
are flourishing but we always welcome 
anyone who would like to join us for any 
of our events.

Some dates for you diary:

Saturday, 16 December, 5 to 7 pm - 
Chanukah candle lighting at the de Lange’s 
in Blackheath.

Thursday, 25 January, 7.30 pm - Bring 
your favourite Jewish short story or poem. 
This evening is being hosted by Anna 
Sedenu in Blackheath.

If you would like more details, would like 
a chance to host or suggest a topic please 
just contact me, Michelle Brooks Evans, 
through the synagogue office.
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BAR and BAT MITZVAH - A hearty 
mazal tov to Jacob and Helena Burchill and 
their family on the occasion of their joint bar 
and bat mitzvah, which they will celebrate 
on 16 December, Shabbat Chanukah.

GET WELL SOON - Pauline Jeffree 
writes: ‘We are thinking of and wishing 
well to members, friends and others known 
to us who are  unwell or recovering from 
operations’.

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
Mrs Emma and Mr Marc Baghdadi 
of Chislehurst, Mr Joseph Berg of 
West Dulwich, Ms Marsha Berg of 
Beckenham, Dr.Oleg and Mrs Rachel 
Levitin of Herne Hill, Mr Gregory 
Liebenhals of Bromley,  Mrs Caroline 
Receptor-Jones and Mr Laurence Jones 
of South Lambeth, and Mrs Lisa Williams 
of Bromley.

Living with Hearing Loss
for people over 50
This informal course, which 
began in October, will run every 
Tuesday until 19 December, 
10.00 am to 12 noon, at the 
Beckenham home of Pauline 
Jeffree.
Come and join other people with 
hearing loss.
We will provide lip reading 
act iv i t ies  and equipment 
demonstrations and show you 
how to be more assertive and 
confident, with a variety of local 
speakers on different topics and 
much more.
If you would like to join our 
free course or would like more 
information please contact Zoe 
Fudge
Email: zoe.fudge@deafplus.org
Voice: 020 8315 2550 
www.deafplus.org

Thanks to the congregation 
from Hayley Preston
Thank you to everyone who helped me 
celebrate my Bat Mitzvah. It was great 
to see you all there. I would like to say 
a special thank you to my parents for 
all their support both before, during 
and after the occasion. I would also 
like to thank Vicki for the endless 
cups of coffee whilst practising my 
portion. Thank you to Sue and Barbara 
for helping to prepare our sumptuous 
Kiddush, and to Dan Posner for doing 
Hagbah. Lastly, I would like to thank 
Rabbi Jason for our long discussions on 
Abraham and for giving me plenty of 
food for thought. You are all an amazing 
congregation and a community that I am 
proud to be a part of.  

Hayley Preston

Knit and Natter
will meet at Pauline’s  on 
Thursdays 
7 and 21 December 
from 10.00 am - 12 noon
Pauline Jeffree, through the 
synagogue office (020 8460 5460)

Chanukah Fair
Sunday, 3 December

12.30-3.00 pm
Get ready for Chanukah and 
raise funds for the Synagogue 
and Cheder
All welcome: bring your family 
& friends
Chanukah candles, gift wrap, 
chanukiot, dreidels, decorations 
& more!
Real East End bagels - kids’ lunches 
- holiday arts and crafts
Raffle - Plants by the Garelicks 
- cards by Judi - cake stall and 
refreshments
Live Klezmer music - Jolly Jars
Hooray Cheder would love 
to receive your donations of 
cake and baked goods for the 
Chanukah Fair.

mailto:zoe.fudge@deafplus.org
http://www.deafplus.org


Jewish Women in Business 
Networking Group 
This is a new Facebook group 
created by Sarah Sussman and a 
colleague to help ambitious Jewish 
businesswomen connect with other 
like-minded women from across 
the globe. 
Their goal is to create a network that 
helps women thrive in business by 
collaborating rather than competing 
with each other. 
Find them on Facebook today.

A busy month at Bromley Reform Synagogue

In the busy month of November Trudi 
Sealey (top) spoke to Bromley WIZO 
Eretz about her peripatetic early life and 
we received a visit from the Everyone 
Matters music group (bottom) led by the 
inspiring Margaret Archibald.
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Conversation Café
Wednesday 20 December 
Chanukah Party 
kindly hosted by Nightingale 
Hammerson in conjunction with  
Jewish Care’s Holocaust Survivors’ 
Centre and the AJR 

Lunch – 12.30 pm in the Activity 
Centre (Survivors and Refugees 
welcome) followed by special 
Chanukah entertainment, 2.30 – 3.30 
pm, followed by refreshments 

Should you wish to attend or require 
further information please call 
Stephen Ison on 07881 863 237 or 
Ann Sugarman on 020 8202 9844

Bromley Three Faiths Forum

The Three Faith Forum comprises 
our synagogue, Keston Mosque 

and Bromley’s Churches Together (17 
churches in all). Following an initial 
panel meeting when a brief introduction 
to each of the three faiths was heard, it 
was planned to go more deeply into each 
of the three faiths.

The first of these three talks was held 
on 25 October at the Keston Mosque, 
where Rabbi Holtz spoke about Judaism 
in his usual informative and entertaining 
way. Following a break for prayers, during 
which we non-Muslims enjoyed some 
tempting refreshments and a chat, there 
was a Q & A session. The questions to 
the Rabbi were many and varied from the 
covering of heads to a more aggressive 
exchange about judgement, heaven and 
hell – and our uncertainty regarding belief 
in these latter.

We were made very welcome at the 
mosque, which I personally had been 
very keen to look around. It proved to be 
quite simple inside, not unlike our own 
sanctuary, with white walls and brown 
wood latticework around the windows, but 
with warm carpeting replacing the rows 
of chairs, although chairs were provided 
for their guests. I was disappointed to find 
myself the only representative of BRS. 
We may have felt we did not have much 
to learn from the Rabbi, but it still gives 
members of the three faiths an opportunity 
to mix and get to know one another, and 
to rid ourselves of any misconceptions 
we may have.

We will be hosting the next meeting 
in the synagogue, at which Rev. Andrew 
McLellan from the church of St John the 
Evangelist will speak on Christianity. 
This will take place on Wednesday, 
17 January, 2018, starting at 8.30 pm
Do come along to hear his talk and have 
your questions ready. We have a reputation 
for being welcoming and friendly here at 
BRS, so please come and make our guests 
welcome.  Help with refreshments would, 
of course, be most welcome too.

The final session of the three, on Islam, will 
take place at St Marks Church, Bromley, 
at a date yet to be arranged.

For further information please contact 
Rabbi Holtz or Barbara Kurtz

Also in November we had a talk by Jeremy 
Havardi on how anti-Zionism flirts with 
anti-Semitism, the new 3 Faiths Baby and 
Toddler Group held its first meeting at 
Keston, and the Cheder received a visit 
by three dogs from the Greyhound Trust 
with their handlers in recognition of the 
donation made by the children from their 
Tzedakah collection.



SERVICES
December 2017 – Kislev/Tevet 5778
Fridays at 7 pm, unless otherwise stated.
Saturdays at 10.30 am, unless otherwise stated
Friday 1 December
Saturday 2 December Vayishlach (14 Kislev)

Friday 8 December
Saturday 9 December Vayeshev (21 Kislev) 

Tuesday 12 December First candle of Chanukah

Friday 15 December
Saturday 16 December Chanukah (Mikketz - 28 Kislev) 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah of Jacob and Helena 
Burchill

Tuesday 19 December Rosh Chodesh Tevet
Eighth candle of Chanukah

Friday 22 December
Saturday 23 December Vayigash (5 Tevet) 

Friday 29 December
Saturday 30 December Vayechi (12 Tevet)

BRS Education Committee

Dates for your 2018 Diary
Our favourite psychiatrist, Dr 
George Stein, is back with 
another of his analytical forays 
into the Bible.  He will speak on
“Suicide, Suicidal thoughts 
and Self Harm in Ancient 
Israel”
Sunday, 28 January, 2018
3.30 for 4 pm

Bring-and-Share Supper and 
discussion
“The Language of Prayer”
We continue the discussions of the 
Rabbis in the Talmud regarding 
the validity of reading Torah in 
any language.
Do join us on Friday, 16 
February following 7 pm service

We are currently planning a 
Sunday morning Adult Education 
session on Circumcision, 
looking at it from the religious 
and medical viewpoints with 
Rabbi Jason Holtz and Dr and 
mohel Howard Cohen, as well as 
current thinking. Do come along 
and join the discussion, have your 
questions answered and doubts 
assuaged.
Date yet to be confirmed.
Further details on all these events 
will follow next month.
In the meantime contact Barbara 
Kurtz through the synagogue.

Introduction to 
Judaism

Join Rabbi Jason Holtz for an 
Introduction to Judaism 
every Sunday morning during 
Cheder from 10:00-10:50 am, 
beginning Sunday, 7  January. 
The course is open to all 
members and conversion 
students free of charge and for 
a small fee to non-members.  
For more information, please 
contact the synagogue office.

Chanukah Candle Lightings, 2017/5778
Chanukah Candle Lightings will take place as follows:
It is the synagogue’s policy not to publish private addresses, hence there are 
just contact numbers below. PLEASE do not let that deter you from attending 
a gathering.  The hosts will be delighted to see you and are waiting to give you 
directions, so don’t be shy to ring or email.

Tuesday 12 December: at Judi Sheffrin’s, Beckenham, from 7 pm. Please bring 
your own chanukiah and some nibbles. Other details/directions: Judi through the 
synagogue office.

Wednesday 13 December: Still available. If you would like to host, please contact 
Judi, as above;

Thursday 14 December: Sadeh Farm, Skeet Hill, Orpington. Check the website for 
directions: http://sadehfarm.co.uk/skeet-house-farm

Friday 15 December: During Erev Shabbat service, starting at 7 pm at the synagogue.  
Please bring your own chanukiah and some doughnuts or other Chanukah fare to share.  

Saturday 16 December: in Beckenham from 4 to 7 pm at the home of John and Janet 
(contact Janet Posner through the synaghogue office for directions and other details).
and in Blackheath from 5 to 7 pm at the home of Matthew and Linda (contact Linda 
de Lange through the synagogue office for directions and details).
also Chanukah Supper and entertainment, 7.30 pm at Sadeh Farm. 

Sunday 17 December: at Shul with Gilbert Giggles, 4 – 6.30 pm.  Party details on 
front page of Highlight. Mass candle lighting towards the end of the afternoon. 
And, later, in Orpington at Dianne’s, 6.30 for 7.00  pm. Details: Dianne Mathews 
through the synagogue office.

Monday 18 December:  Last opportunity this year to volunteer. Contact Judi as above.

Tuesday 19 December: In Sydenham with Stephen and Monica, 7.30 pm for 8.00 
(late start to spare you from seasonal traffic, they say), who promise to pull out all 
the stops for the final night, short of a giant chanukiah at Crystal Palace. Contact: 
Stephen or Monica Weil through the synagogue office for details and directions. 
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December 2017
F 1

S 2 Vayishlach

S 3 Chanukah Fair - 12.30-3.00 pm in the 
Garden Room

M 4

T 5 Living with Hearing Loss - 10 am at 
Pauline’s

W 6

Th 7 Knit & Natter, 10-12 noon at Pauline’s

F 8

S 9 Vayeshev

S 10

M 11

T 12 Living with Hearing Loss - 10 am
3 Faiths Baby & Toddler Group, 10 am - 
12 noon at the Emaan Centre
First candle of Chanukah

W 13 Social Centre, 10.30 am to 2.30 pm at the 
Shul, Chanukah Quiz

Th 14

F 15

S 16 Chanukah (Mikketz)
Bar and Bat Mitzvah of Jacob and Helena 
Burchill
Chanukah Celebration, 7.30 pm at Skeet

S 17 Chanukah Party - 4-6.30 pm in the 
Garden Room

M 18

T 19 Rosh Chodesh Tevet
Living with Hearing Loss - 10 am at 
Pauline’s
Eighth Candle of Chanukah

W 20 Conversation Cafe - lunch and Chanukah 
party at Nightingale

Th 21 Knit & Natter, 10-12 noon at Pauline’s

F 22

S 23 Vayigash

S 24 5-day Limmud Festival - at Pendigo Lake 
near Birmingham

M 25

T 26

W 27 Social Centre, 10.30 am to 2.30 pm at the 
Shul

Th 28

F 29

S 30 Vayechi

S 31

Dates for Your Diary
January 2018

M 1

T 2

W 3

Th 4 3 Faiths Baby & Toddler Group, 10 am 
- 12 noon at the Shul

F 5

S 6 Shemot

S 7 New Cheder term begins, 10 am
Introduction to Judaism, 10 am at the Shul
Stonesetting for the late Jackie Alfred, 
1 pm at Cheshunt

M 8

T 9

W 10 Social Centre, 10.30 am to 2.30 pm at 
the Shul

Th 11

F 12

S 13 Va’era

S 14 Introduction to Judaism, 10 am at the Shul

M 15

T 16

W 17 Rosh Chodesh Shevat
3 Faiths Forum, talk 8.30 pm at the Shul

Th 18

F 19

S 20 Bo

S 21 Introduction to Judaism, 10 am at the Shul

M 22

T 23

W 24 Social Centre, 10.30 am to 2.30 pm at 
the Shul
3 Faiths Baby & Toddler Group, 10 am 
- 12 noon at the Emaan Centre

Th 25 SE10 and Beyond, 7.30 pm at Anna 
Sedenu’s

F 26

S 27 Shirah (Beshallach)
Holocaust Memorial Day

S 28 Introduction to Judaism, 10 am at the Shul
Talk by Dr George Stein on ‘Suicide ... in 
Ancient Israel’, 3.30 for 4 pm at the Shul

M 29

T 30

W 31 Tu B’Shvat



BEAUTIFUL CARDS 

A range of lovely nature-
based images, plus 
bespoke designs for 
special occasions

A percentage of every sale will 
go to the Synagogue. 

Details, prices and samples 
from Judi Sheffrin through the 
synagogue office.

A constituent of Reform Judaism – www.reformjudaism.org.uk

Registered Charity No. 1098431. Bromley & District Reform Synagogue Ltd. is a Company limited by Guarantee. 
Registered in England and Wales. Company Registration number 4583645. 

PET PHOTOGRAPHY
Unique images of your pets taken at home 

or on location
CALL SIMON 07721 649901

www.takenbysimon.co.uk

TAKEN BY SIMON.CO.UK
PHOTOGRAPHY ON LOCATION

FAMILY PORTRAITS ALSO COMMISSIONED

BACK PAIN?
We offer effective treatment 

for
back and neck problems, 

sciatica,
sports injuries and much 

more.
Andreas Jochim DO MSc
Charlotte Parker M.Ost
Michele McBain M. Ost
12 Station Approach 

Hayes
Bromley BR2 7EH

020 8650 0509
www.strawberryhouseclinic.co.uk
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