
Ivor Lask z.l.
We were very sad to learn as we 
were going to press of the death 
of our founder member, Ivor 
Lask, M.B.E.
We extend  our  deepes t 
condolences to Ivor’s widow 
Hilda, his children Hugh and 
Laura, and their families.
A hesped for Ivor will appear in 
the June issue of Highlight.
May Ivor’s memory be for a 
blessing.

Cheder Head Teacher Vicki led the lusty singing of ‘Echad mi yodea’ 
(Who knows one?) at the Communal Seder on 11 April
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Jubilee Lecture 2017
Sunday 4 June at 4 pm

Light refreshments from 3.30 pm

Jonathan Arkush
President of the Board of 
Deputies of British Jews

Under Pressure – 
Can Our Community Cope?

Further information from
Barbara Kurtz, via the synagogue office

020 8460 5460
Go to page 6 for a profile 

of our Jubilee lecturer
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Ya’acov ben Yitzchak v’Rivka - View from the Chair

Well, Pesach has passed over for 
another year but before it fades 

into a distant memory, I would like to 
thank all of those that helped to make the 
Communal Seder a wonderful occasion. 
Harriet had a large team of volunteers 
organised, with so many members who 
helped prepare food, schlep, arrange and 
lay up. Tickets were sold and counted 
with a very full house of more than 
80 members of all ages attending. The 
atmosphere was joyous, yet serious, 
and Rabbi Jason led us out of Egypt to 
freedom with the help of the Haggadah 
and the great participation of all present. 
Thank you to all who worked so hard to 
make it such a success.

As we trek through the desert to 
receive the Torah at Sinai we are well on 
our way through the seven weeks to our 
Festival of Weeks, Shavuot, which this 
year ls on 30/31 May. We will be having 
a short service followed by a Tikkun 
Leyl study session on the Tuesday 
evening as well as the festival service 
the following morning. The Tikkun Leyl 
is always interesting and the cheese 
cake makes the study so tasty – do come 
along.

A few days later on Sunday, 4 June 
at 4.00 pm, we have our Jubilee Lecture. 
Our speaker this year will be the current 
President of the Board of Deputies 
of British Jews, Jonathan Arkush. 
Jonathan is a barrister by profession 
and a really interesting speaker. I am 
sure it will be informative to hear 
how the Board is wrestling with the 
issues currently confronting the Jewish 
community in this country. There will be 
an opportunity for Qs & As, so do come 
with your questions prepared. 

Unfortunately, due to work 
commitments, I wasn’t able to attend the 
Oneg Shabbat on Friday, 21 April. I did 
so want to hear which Biblical characters 
were people’s favourites and why. 
However, it did lead me to ask myself 
whom I considered my favourite; the rest 
of this article is my answer. 

It’s Jacob. Why? It’s very simple 
really: he is a complete human being 
with profound faults and great talent, 
who passes through different stages in 
his life, which all of us, as fellow human 
beings, can understand. 

Ya’acov ben Yitzchak v’Rivka – 
Jacob son of Isaac and Rebecca and 
grandson of Abraham. His grandfather 
was the most revolutionary character 
in Torah, a pioneer, founder of 
monotheism and the Hebrew people 
but Jacob didn’t simply inherit his 
grandfather’s beliefs or follow along 
that path; he had to find his own way. 

In his youth he showed great ability 
and was evidently ambitious but 
these positive attributes were marred 
by craftiness and dishonesty with 
which he outwitted his brother and his 
father. This trickery goes too far and 
finishes up with him having to leave 
the family home hurriedly to escape 
his brother’s wrath. With the help of 
his loving and perceptive mother, he 
runs for his life, fleeing up north to 
his mother’s brother Laban but on the 
way, something happens. Sleeping 
out in the open with his head resting 
on a rock, he has a dream in which he 
encounters spirituality (described as 
angels ascending and descending). He 
realises there is more to life than his 
own skills and desires; there is a spirit 
which is greater than his, something 
that represents a set of ethics and 
values to which he needs to commit. 
It isn’t an overnight conversion, rather 
it’s the start of a long process, in 
which he initially attempts to lay down 
conditions for his loyalty to God.

In Haran, from where his 
grandfather Abraham had set off 
for Canaan, many years earlier, he 
meets and falls in love with his cousin 
Rachel. He works as a shepherd and 
breeder of sheep for his uncle Laban 
but Laban is a nasty piece of work, 
who exploits and deceives him. He is 
tricked into marrying Rachel’s elder 
sister Leah before he can marry Rachel 

and finishes up having to work for 
Laban a total of 20 years, during which 
he makes Laban a wealthy man with a 
stock of the finest bred flocks; Jacob 
clearly understood quite a bit about 
genetics. Eventually, he can take it no 
more and Jacob sets off with his wives 
and children to return to Canaan. 

In preparation for an encounter 
with his brother, whom he still fears 
will seek revenge, he separates himself 
one night and has the most profound 
experience, usually described as 
wrestling with an angel. It is this 
experience with which this mature 
man really comes of age – his struggle 
with God is why he, and we his 
descendants, and the country are called 
‘Yisra’el’, struggling with God. 

He has many sons and a daughter 
but his favourite son is the one born to 
his beloved Rachel. That favouritism 
for Joseph leads to the jealousy and 
violence of his brothers which results 
in the apparent loss of Joseph. For 
years to come, he grieves the loss of 
Joseph and his sadness is doubled 
by the death of his beloved Rachel 
when giving birth to their second son 
Benjamin. The grief which he must 
have endured is palpable. 

Well, we all know that Joseph’s 
brilliance leads to great success in 
Egypt and the famine which Jacob 
and his family endures in Canaan 
eventually brings them down to Egypt 
where the family is reunited. No, the 
story of Jacob’s life is far too real to 
end with a ‘happy ever after’ but his 
final years are spent peacefully in 
Egypt overseen by Joseph and with the 
opportunity to bless all his sons before 
he dies. 

Jacob is clever, has the love of his 
astute mother and the blessing of his 
father, but has to undergo change and 
achieve maturity to make him fit to 
earn the covenant with the Almighty, 
like his father and grandfather before 
him. Nothing in his life is easy; he 
exemplifies so many aspects of the 
human condition but he is a figure 
worthy of our profound respect as a 
founding father of Judaism. 

John Posner, Chairman



Bromley Beit Midrash
In response to members’ requests 
following his previous talks
Rabbi Jason Holtz
returns to the topic of 
Maimonides.

Come and join us in the 
synagogue on
Sunday, 11 June, 
 10 – 11 am for 
“Maimonides - 
The Radical Rationalist”
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Shavuot and the Post-Truth World by Rabbi Jason Holtz

There has 
been a lot 

of talk recently 
(and not so 
recently) about 
us moving into 
a “post-truth” 
world, although 
“post-truth” 
means different 
things to different people. Some people 
bemoan fake news, alternative facts, 
climate change denial, scepticism of 
scientific evidence, and so on. Others 
hold that truth is to be found in their 
religious texts and traditions, and 
anything that is not found in them either 
isn’t true or isn’t important. Many 
people who evolution accept what they 
believe is the “Biblical truth” of creation 
ex nihilo in seven days, with people 
being created on the sixth day. For them, 
a “post-truth” world is one that does not 
take Scripture as seriously as it once did. 
For some, the question isn’t even what’s 
true, and how we establish truth, but 
whether or not there is even such a thing 
as truth at all.

Casey Williams, a PhD student at 
Duke University, recently wrote in the 
New York Times:

…facts are socially constructed. 
People who produce facts — scientists, 
reporters, witnesses — do so from 
a particular social position (maybe 
they’re white, male and live in America) 
that influences how they perceive, 
interpret and judge the world. They rely 
on non-neutral methods (microscopes, 
cameras, eyeballs) and use non-neutral 
symbols (words, numbers, images) 
to communicate facts to people who 
receive, interpret and deploy them from 
their own social positions.

Call it what you want: relativism, 
constructivism, deconstruction, post-
modernism, critique. The idea is the 
same: truth is not found but made, and 
making truth means exercising power.

Of course, before Casey Williams, 
there was Socrates, who taught the 
importance of knowing what one 
doesn’t know.

I bring this up because we are 
approaching the festival of Shavuot, 
where Jews have traditionally celebrated 
revelation and the giving of the Torah. 

Along with Simchat Torah, it’s the clos-
est that Jews have to celebrating “truth”, 
so it’s a good opportunity to think about 
what it is that we still believe, what we 
think we know, and what we aren’t sure 
about.

Personally, I don’t like the 
absolutists, whether they are Biblical 
literalists or philosophers who deny 
the existence of objective facts. Casey 
Williams says that facts are socially 
constructed. But the way he words it 
makes it seem like he’s stating a fact 
that he does not believe is constructed 
but demonstrably true. So maybe he can 
defeat himself in argument. Beyond that, 
if I say the sky is blue (assuming it’s 
a nice, clear day), that is not a socially 
constructed fact, but something that can 
easily be observed by someone able 
to see the sky. Similarly, the Biblical 
literalists lock themselves into a position 
not easily defended. One has then to 
defend the simplistic reading of texts 
thousands of years old, regardless of 
what we have learnt since. According 
to the Bible, the world is not yet six 
thousand years old. That may have 
been a fine idea for the time, but since 
then scientists have collected a lot of 
evidence to suggest otherwise. Which 
one is the truth? Well, one can either 
go with the evidence on the one hand or 
choose to have faith despite the evidence 
on the other hand. 

Rabbinic tradition has always had 
a more nuanced understanding of 
truth than either absolutist position 
and is very instructive for a world 
that is starting to entertain notions of 
“post-truth” more and more. In fact, 
against the Biblical literalist, one rabbi 
maintained that when God spoke at 
Mount Sinai, God only spoke the 
first letter of the first commandment, 
“Aleph,” which is silent. Rabbinic 
tradition is very humble about what it 
claims to know. Anyone who has read 
rabbinic literature knows that many 
times it is just a series of arguments and 
disputes—meaning a lack of agreement 
on what is correct. Yet the whole point 
of learning and dialogue is that there 
may be some truth to discover. Many 
classic rabbis have come out and said 
that there are just some things that we 
can’t know - things like what happened 

before Creation, what happens after we 
die and why there is evil in the world. 
As much as they or anyone might want 
the truth on some of these subjects, they 
just didn’t know the answer. Sometimes, 
it wasn’t just that they didn’t know the 
“truth” but that the truth didn’t have 
anything to do with the right answer. 
Hillel the Elder, for example, said that 
anytime someone is asked whether or 
not a bride is beautiful on her wedding 
day the answer is always the same, 
“Absolutely!” On the other hand, our 
tradition does maintain some truths. 
That is why there is a commandment 
against lying. If nothing is true, if all 
facts are simply social constructs, or an 
effort to exert power, then there really 
isn’t any such thing as lying. Which is 
nonsense. If a person steals something 
and then blames it on their neighbour, 
that’s both theft and lying. There aren’t 
alternative facts. There are just facts.

Shavuot is the festival of revelation, 
when we celebrate the Torat Emet, the 
Torah of truth. If we move more and 
more into a post-truth world, then let 
us recommit to the values of Shavuot-
-listening and discovering the nuances 
and truths of the world in which we live. 

Rabbi Jason Holtz



Hello, all of you interested in our Cheder 
News! All parents please note: We 
are entering a part of our calendar full 
of Bank Holidays and half terms. This 
means that the Cheder’s “Opening 
Hours” can become a bit unpredictable- 
please check the calendar or on the 
website if you’re unsure whether or not 
Cheder is open on any given Sunday.

1. By the time you have read this, 
Cheder will have celebrated Yom 
Ha’atzmaut with a special Israeli 
Independence Day programme 
led by special Israeli guest teacher, 
Sarit Chen. Sarit will be running a 
mini ulpan for the children, based 
on a pretend ‘trip to Israel’. We are 
sure this will be an incredibly fun 
day for us all.

2. Congratulations are in order: This 
term, your children and their Tze-
dakah money managed to raise 
£170 for Instep Theatre, which is a 
theatre group for children with spe-
cial needs. Thank you so much for 
supporting your children’s efforts to 
raise money for this worthy cause. 

3. Our once-termly Children’s Ser-
vice will take place this term on 
Saturday, 17 June. As usual, 
Cheder will be cancelled on 
Sunday, 18 June to allow you to 
come to this event (and to enjoy 
Father’s Day at home). These ser-
vices are now integrated into our 
Cheder curriculum as we want the 
children to use the Hebrew they’ve 
been learning and become com-
fortable in our synagogue,. Please 
do come along with your children 
and show them why synagogue 
is important to you too. Hooray 
Cheder (our parent group) leader 
Michelle Brooks Evans will be in 
touch to let you know what to bring 
to our Bring-and-Share Kiddush, 
but if you’d like to contact her first, 
just email her at hooraycheder@
gmail.com.

4. Don’t forget, we’ll be going on 
a Cheder Trip to the Jewish 
Museum in North West London 
on Sunday, 2 July. All places on 
the bus have now been filled, but 
if you’d still like to join us, please 
speak to me about meeting us there 
for a day that’s been designed just 
for our Cheder. 

5. And, finally, a reminder that Kittah 
Chet will be hosting its annual Chet 
Service as their final act as Cheder 
children. The service will take place 
on Saturday, 15 July, so do come 
along and see what our oldest chil-
dren can do and what our younger 
children are aiming to do!

Last but not least, please check the Security 
Rota on this page to see if we are expecting 
you to show up for security. If you realize 
you cannot attend on the day you’ve been 
allocated, please contact Graham Harris: 
grahamh4@aol.com

Enjoy a happy and healthy May,

Vicki, Cheder Head Teacher

Social Centre News

The Social Centre met on Wednesday, 
22 March and we started the 

morning off with our usual exercises 
with Andreas.

Just for a change we had a quiz, 
consisting of 42 cryptic questions 
about flowers and plants. The first four 
questions were easy, just to fool us, 
then they got harder - suffice to say it 
took until lunch time to answer all 42 
questions. A couple of us gave up after 
the first four questions, as most of them 
were unintelligible, so we stood no 
chance in getting the answers correct. It 
was very entertaining watching the rest 
of the members struggling to work it out.

Lunch was good, as usual, although 
I feel we should have had lunch first and 
exercise afterwards, as the pudding was 
chocolate cake topped with ice cream 
and the exercise may have helped to take 
off any extra weight  we may have put 
on.

Rabbi Jason Holtz came in with 
Jodi and baby Asher, which was nice, 
especially seeing the baby again.

We finished the afternoon with 
coffee and chat, having had an enjoyable 
day with friends. 

Zelda Stone
Dianne Mathews adds:
We did not meet during Pesach, which 
we hope everyone enjoyed, but we 
look forward to seeing you all soon. 
The meetings in May will be on 
Wednesdays, 10 and 24 May.

Bromley 
 WIZO-Eretz
Barbara Fiszzon writes:

Our next event will be on Thursday, 
11 May, when Susan Goldstein will 
give an illustrated talk celebrating the 
500th Anniversary of the Venice 
Ghetto.

In the Garden Room of Bromley 
Reform Synagogue. Talk, Tea and 
Refreshments, 2.30 pm - donation 
£12.50.  Contact Marilyn Burchell 
via the synagogue office to reserve 
your place.

Would you be interested in a group visit 
to Kensington Palace to see Princess 
Diana’s dresses? – please let Marilyn 
Burchell know, so that we can arrange 
a visit.
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Cheder News 

Sundays

7 May Simon Samuels

14 May Judy or David 
Taylor

21 May Danielle or David 
Woodward

28 May Half Term

4 June Gavin Nathanson

11 June Benjie Butler

Sat 17 June: Children’s Service            
                     no Sunday Cheder

25 June Michael Abrahams

2 July tbc

9 July tbc

16 July Kieron Hyams

Cheder Security Rota, 
Shavuot Term, 2017

The proud finder of the afkomen displays 
his reward at the Communal Seder



An interfaith prayer as the 
Brexit negotiations proceed 

Five faith representatives (Jewish, 
Hindu, Muslim, Sikh, Christian) 

have prepared a bespoke prayer designed 
to work across their faiths in an effort 
to reassure communities as we move 
forward with Brexit. As the Prime 
Minster begins the Brexit negotiations, 
the five representatives are encouraging 
their communities to love, rather than 
fear, the differences we find in our 
country. 

Led by Rabbi Laura Janner-Klausner, 
the group are urging “all communities to 
come together in solidarity to continue 
working towards a society of peace and 
tolerance”. 

The faith representatives are:

Rabbi Laura Janner-Klausner, Senior 
Rabbi to Reform Judaism
Bishop Rob Wickham, Bishop of 
Edmonton
Imam Qari Asim MBE, Leeds Makkah 
Mosque
Gurinder Singh Josan, National 
Executive Member of Sikh Council UK
Cllr Dhruv Patel, Founder and Director 
of the City Hindus Network

The prayer
We are a nation proud of our diversity 

and strong values of inclusion, acceptance 
and tolerance. Let these values flourish 
as we embark upon the next stage of our 
journey together. Let us turn towards each 
other and not away from each other in 
times of difficulty. Let our values and our 
diversity continue to be a beacon of light 
in the post-Brexit world.

As our great nation embarks upon a new 
journey outside of the European Union and 
begins to take its first steps towards a new 
future, help us to continue to build a strong, 
inclusive and compassionate society.

 Instil in our hearts a deep love, 
respect and understanding of each other, 
irrespective of our backgrounds, so that we 
may be in the strongest position to move 
forward into the next chapter in its history. 

At this time of difficult negotiations 
and decision-making for our leaders, give 
strength and wisdom to the authorities so 
that they take the steps necessary to benefit 
our nation. 

Eternal God, we pray that You enable all 
communities to come together in solidarity 
to continue working towards a society of 
peace and tolerance.
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Jonathan Arkush will 
be making his first visit 
to Bromley Reform 
Synagogue as President 
of the Board of Deputies 
next month, only days 
before Britain goes to 
the polls.

And part of the 
work of the Board – 
British Jewry’s only 
democratically elected 
cross-communal 
organisation – is to put 
across to national and 
local politicians the community’s view 
(assuming, of course, there is a single 
view, which there isn’t).

Jonathan has called on candidates 
in the 8 June election to support the 
issues and concerns of the UK Jewish 
community. Jonathan said: “This 
is an important time for the Jewish 
community. The forthcoming General 
Election is a major opportunity for 
candidates to demonstrate their stance 
on the key issues for our community. 
We have a newly updated Jewish 
Manifesto which we will be sending to 
candidates, encouraging them to support 
our ‘Ten Commitments’. Now is the 
time for our political representatives to 
show where they stand.” 

The Manifesto, which is updated 
from election to election and tailored 
for each poll, is a comprehensive policy 
document for the community covering 
policy areas including antisemitism, 
Israel, education, religious freedom 
issues like Shechita and Brit Milah. 

Of course, under the principle that 
wherever there are two Jews, there are 
at least three opinions, not everyone is 
happy with everything in the Manifesto. 
For instance, many on the right of 
the community are not happy that the 
Manifesto makes specific mention of a 
two-state solution to the Israel-Palestine 
conflict, despite this having the support 
of almost four out of five British Jews.

Conversely, there is some disquiet 
in the Progressive movement over the 
Board’s support for no quotas in faith 
schools. Some of us felt – and still 
feel – that state-funded faith schools 
should be open to as many people from 

as many backgrounds 
as possible. Otherwise, 
there is a danger 
of creating self-
perpetuating ghettos, 
where the children meet 
only those who are 
similar to themselves, 
which is not a good 
preparation for adult life 
in the UK. 

Recently, the Board 
has been taking an 
active role in working 
with other faith 

communities. One such initiative is 
Nisa-Nashim, a group which brings 
together Muslim and Jewish women. 

Another was a visit by Jonathan to 
Bradford, where he met local Labour 
MP Naz Shah, who caused an uproar 
when she posted a photo on social 
media that some deemed to be anti-
Semitic. She recanted and apologised 
and Jonathan said that “Naz Shah is 
one of the only people involved in 
Labour’s antisemitism crisis who has 
sought to make amends for her actions, 
and for this we commend her and now 
regard Naz as a sincere friend of our 
community.”

In a sign of how seriously he takes 
interfaith work, Jonathan met local 
community organisations, including the 
Bradford Council of Mosques and the 
Muslim Women’s Council. He said: 
“I was very glad to meet the Bradford 
Council of Mosques. We are looking 
to work together on a range of issues 
which unite us including protecting 
halal/shechita, faith schools and 
maintaining our culture and faith while 
embracing British values. We also held 
a discussion about the importance of 
confronting extremism and hate crime.” 

Jonathan, therefore, has to perform 
a delicate balancing act between the 
various conflicting and conflicted sides 
in our 300,000-strong community – and 
does so admirably. 

I am sure we’ll give him a brilliant 
Bromley welcome when he visits on 
4 June – and I’ve promised him we’ll 
have our best Rich Tea and Digestives 
on offer.

Joe Millis

Welcoming our Jubilee Lecturer - Joe Millis writes:



Social and Personal
Birth - Sheila and David Zerihan are 
delighted to announce the birth on 26 
February of their granddaughter, Ella-
Shai, a sister for Anya, and a second child 
for Rachel and Ben Miller.

Bat Mitzvah - A hearty mazal tov 
to Hannah Woosnam-Savage and her 
family on the occasion of her bat mitzvah, 
which she will celebrate in the synagogue 
on Saturday, 20 May, Shabbat Behar-
Bechukotai. 

Young musicians - Well done to Esther 
Evans, who has just passed her Grade 8 
violin with the highest mark of a distinction 
at Trinity College of Music. Also to Aimee 
Ashmore, who has secured a place to study 
violin there.

A hearty mazal tov also to Joe Parks, 
who will be giving his first solo classical 
percussion recital in the Elgar Room of the 
Royal Albert Hall on at 11 am on Sunday, 
21 May (see separate notice on page 8 of 
this Highlight.

GET WELL SOON 
Pauline Jeffree writes: We are thinking of 
and wish ing well those members who are 
unwell at this time. If we can help please 
let Caring Community know through the 
Synagogue office. We would love to visit 
in person, telephone or e-mail.

Welcome to New Members - Daniel 
Harris of Shirley, son of long-standing 
members Graham and Hannah Harris; Miss 
Janvier Palmer of Orpington, following 
her admission to the Jewish faith; Ms Leila 
Pinto Campillo of Greenhithe; Dr. Daniel 
and Mrs Hazel Sado of Bromley.

The Foodie Club
Brian Freeman reports: 
Our next outing will be on Thursday, 
4 May (Star Wars day!) at the Royal 
Garden Chinese in Shirley.

Contact Brian through the synagogue 
office: 020 8460 5460

Knit and 
Natter 
Thursday, 18 May from 
10.30 am at Pauline’s 
home.   

All are welcome 

We can help beginning knitters.   

We have wool (although we are always 
pleased to receive double knitting baby 
wool).    

We can give you straightforward patterns.   

If you would be happier sewing, we have 
incubator covers and cot sheets we need 
help with.

We look forward to seeing or hearing 
from you.

Pauline Jeffree, through the synagogue 
office: 020 8460 5460  

Talmud Study Course
The May and June dates for the Talmud 
Study course are Thursdays, 4 and 
18 May, 1 and 22 June, from 10.30-
11.45 am. 

For more information, contact 
Rabbi Jason Holtz through the 
synagogue office: 020 8460 5460 
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SE10 and beyond
Michelle Brooks Evans reports:
All are welcome to come along to our 
evenings. 

We next meet on Monday, 5 
June, when Leah Levane will be 
reporting back on her trip to Israel 
and Palestine as part of a group 
attempting to foster understanding 
and harmony. Leah will be sharing 
this journey with 200 other Jewish 
people, so it should be a very 
interesting evening.

We always bring drinks and nibbles 
to share with our group. If you would 
like details just contact me through 
the synagogue office: 020 8460 5460.

e-light: Changes coming
e-light has been hitting your inboxes 
for nearly 10 years, and our Board 
has requested some changes. Starting 
very soon, you will receive an e-light 
containing BRS internal dates and 
information and an e-light plus 
containing all the items that have 
previously appeared in e-light as 
“elsewhere” or “beyond Bromley”. 
Most members already subscribe to both 
e-light and e-light plus, so you don’t 
need to do anything. You can check what 
you subscribe to by going to 
http://www.bromleyshul.org.uk/?page_
id=12 and subscribe/unsubscribe if 
necessary. To submit an item, please 
send it to comms@bromleyshul.org.uk, 
the address that has been at the foot of 
e-light for a few years now, but which 
many people have ignored! 

I must thank Ronnie Goldberg 
and Joe Millis, who responded to my 
cries for help with future issues, and 
Kieron Hyams, who has been such a 
magnificent webmaster/trainer/go-to 
person for many years and will continue 
as the main support for Ronnie and Joe. 

If you are one of those who respond 
to items in e-light by writing direct to 
me, I’ll still enjoy hearing from you, 
but if your comment is relevant to the 
compiler of e-light, please send it to the 
comms@ address!

Thank you all.

Judi Sheffrin, 

“Caring for the   
  Bereaved” 
Wednesday, 17 May 
 10:00-11:30 am 
A discussion at the synagogue 
sponsored by the Caring 
Community.  
All synagogue members are 
welcome to attend. 

South London Jewish 
Youth Group
The next event will be held on Sunday, 
25 June at 3.30 pm at Wimbledon 
Synagogue, 1 Queensmere Road, 
SW19 and will consist of a variety of 
fun activities.

After the amazing success of the last 
youth club, where we had almost 60 
children, we hope you can attend and 
get to know each other better and meet 
some more new friends from the other 
South London communities. Please feel 
free to tell your family and friends and 
pop the dates in your diaries. Please ping 
me a quick e-mail to confirm you’re 
able to come.

Looking forward to seeing you then.

Stephen King

Contact Stephen through the synagogue 
office: 020 8460 5460 

http://www.bromleyshul.org.uk/?page_id=12
http://www.bromleyshul.org.uk/?page_id=12
mailto:comms@bromleyshul.org.uk


JMI Summer Schools 
 and Festival of Music
6 -11 August, London
JMI (Jewish Music Institute) welcomes 
you to an exciting and original summer 
programme of language, song, music and 
dance for people of all backgrounds. During 
the second week in August, central London 
will be the location for a world class faculty 
of linguists, singers, musicians and dance 
experts from the USA, UK and Europe 
to come together to teach in the four JMI 
summer schools.

In the JMI booklet you will find information 
on the following four courses: 
• Ot Azoy!: One week fully immersive 
course in Yiddish Language and culture.
• The Golden Peacock: Yiddish Song 
School for singers of all abilities.
• Klezfest: the world famous summer 
school in Klezmer music for all.
• Tants, Tants, Tants! JMI’s unique 
East European, Klezmer and Israeli 
dance course

During the week, each course will hold 
events open to the public.

Full information about these events and 
JMI’s summer programme can be found 
in the JMI booklet. To obtain your copy 
go to one of the following:

Tel : 020 7898 4307
Web: www.jmi.org.uk
Email: jewishmusic@jmi.org.uk

Amy Winehouse:
  A Family Portrait
16 March – 24 September

Discover the woman behind the music 
and beyond the hype in this intimate 

and moving exhibition about a much loved 
sister.

Get to know the real Amy Winehouse 
through her personal belongings, from 
family photographs to fashion. Items on 
display reflect Amy’s love for her family, 
London and more.

Originally staged at the museum in 2013 
and returning following an international 
tour, Amy Winehouse: Family Portrait 
was co-curated with her brother Alex and 
sister-in-law Riva.
Jewish Museum, Raymond Burton House, 
129-131 Albert Street, London NW1

Open daily 10 am – 5 pm 
(Fridays 10 am – 2 pm)

Admission: Adults £8.50, Concession 
£6.50, Child (5-16) £3.50
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Council of Christians and Jews
South East London Branch 

Guided visit to Oxford on Tuesday 6 June
the old Jewish medieval quarter, and places associated with early 

translations of the Bible into English
11:30 – c 13:00 Tour 1: Medieval Jewish Oxford Tour - Visit to sites 
associated with the briefly flourishing medieval Jewish community of Oxford 
(c 1150 – 1290)
14:00 –c 16:00 Tour 2: Bible Translation Tour:  Introduction to Oxford 
sites associated with the history of early translations of the Bible into English
16:00 Tea
Our guide in Oxford: 
Victoria Bentata Azaz, MA (Oxon), AITG
Oxford Green Badge Guide, Member Oxford Guild of Guides,
Numbers are limited to about 16
Preference is given to CCJ members

Price/person for guide and college visit: £12 - £15

For reservations, please contact:
Stephen Weil
Tel.: 020 8693 2051 / M.: 07764 475209
E: stephen.weil@talk21.com
as soon as possible

Royal Albert Hall presents
Classical Coffee Mornings - Joe Parks 
Sunday 21 May in the Elgar Room
Doors: 10:15 am
Starts: 11:00 am 

Watch inspirational performances by outstanding young 
performers from the Royal College of Music whilst enjoying a hot drink and a pastry.

BRS member Joe Parks first became fascinated by percussion at the age of six 
through listening to Latin-American jazz and started learning ethnic percussion and 
kit when he was eight. Since then he has studied at the Purcell School for Young 
Musicians and the Royal College of Music.

Joe was selected to go to Malta in 2015, where he did outreach work and had 
compositions played before the Maltese President at the Manoel Theatre in Valletta. 
In 2016, he made it through to the percussion final of the BBC Young Musician 
competition.

He has played with the English National Ballet, and has sung with English National 
Opera and Garsington Opera as part of the Trinity Boy’s Choir. In addition to 
percussion, Joe studies jazz vibraphone, piano and composition.

The programme will include:

Paul Ruders Cha-Cha-Cha

Johann Sebastian Bach Chaconne from Violin Partita no 2 in D minor

Richard Rodney Bennett Marimba Concerto 

Performance Information 
This event has unreserved cabaret-style seating, and you may be asked to share a 
table Buy a ticket and enjoy 20% off in Verdi - Italian Kitchen 
Entry via Door 12; No under 5s 

This event is part of the RAH Beyond the Main Stage season. Step beyond the main 
stage and discover a world of intimate shows under the roof of London’s most iconic 
venue

mailto:stephen.weil@talk21.com
http://www.royalalberthall.com/extra/beyond-the-main-stage


SERVICES
May 2017 – Iyar/Sivan 5777
Fridays at 7 pm, unless otherwise stated.
Saturdays at 10.30 am, unless otherwise stated
Friday 5 May
Saturday 6 May Acharei Mot-Kedoshim (10 Iyar)

Friday 12 May
Saturday 13 May Emor (17 Iyar) 

Sunday 14 May Lag B’Omer (18 Iyar)

Friday 19 May
Saturday 20 May Behar-Bechukotai (24 Iyar)

Bat mitzvah of Hannah Woosnam-
Savage

Friday 26 May
Saturday 27 May

Rosh Chodesh Sivan
Bamidbar (1 Sivan)

Tuesday 30 May Erev Shavuot - service at 7.30 pm
followed by Tikkun Leyl study session

Wednesday 31 May SHAVUOT (5 Sivan)
Service at 10.30 am in the synagogue

The British Museum
A BIBLE TOUR WITH RABBI ARYE FORTA 
Sunday 21 May, 2.30 – 4.30 pm
The Tenach covers the earliest and most formative period of Jewish history. 

Yet, it is not only about the past. It is subtly 
intertwined with the most fundamental aspects of 
our lives, shaping the way we understand ourselves, 
our kinship with other Jews and our place within 
and responsibilities towards the wider humanity. 

The Tenach is, in a very real sense, the introductory chapter of each Jew’s 
autobiography; each one of our lives being a subplot in its never-ending 
narrative. Your tour will be a face-to-face encounter with key aspects of this 
timeless story. 

What we will see: 
The tour will focus mainly on our ancestors’ encounter with: 
(a) Egypt, examining the career of Joseph, plus our ancestors’ slavery and 
exodus;
(b) Assyria, illustrating a terrifying passage from II Kings; 
(c) Persia, where we will look at items relevant to the Book of Esther, and
(d) Rome. Although this is mainly a Tenach tour, we will see items relating 
to the destruction of the Second Temple.

Please bring your own headphones with you.

Venue: The British Museum, Entrance Foyer, Great Russell Street, 
London,WC1

Tickets: £30 online or ’phone 020 7794 4655 
Spiro Ark: http://www.spiroark.org

Introduction to Reform 
Judaism
A new adult education course 
led by Rabbi Jason Holtz on 
Sunday mornings 
7, 14 and 21 May 
from 10.00-11.00 am at the 
synagogue.
The series introduces the history, 
beliefs and practices of Reform 
Judaism.

No background is necessary.

It is appropriate for people who 
have no background in Reform 
Judaism, those who just want a 
refresher, or conversion students.  

Would anyone who is interested in 
more information please contact 
Rabbi Jason Holtz through the 
synagogue office: 020 8460 5460.

Desire

In spring when everything
is shining, I long
to walk through green woods, among
green plants, to feel
the mysterious natural world
like a child -
to gaze
at gorgeous flowers
spreading their odours,
to listen to the charming
songs of small birds singing
in their nests, because
tomorrow I will be sleeping
in the grave, I will not hear
small birds singing, and my eyes,
shut, will not see
gorgeous flowers any more.

Isaac A. de Botton
(Translated from the Judezmo by 
Stephen Levy)
Pilgrim Festivals Machzor, Shavuot 
Anthology

8
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Shirei Chagigah 
Reform Judaism’s Biennial Music Conference
6-9 July 2017
Join us if you... lead music or prayer in a synagogue, 
cheder or camp. Join us for... the community, the singing 
or just for an inspirational few days of beautiful music
Contact: sarita.robinson@reformjudaism.org.uk
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June
Th 1 Talmud Study Gp, 10.30 am at the Shul

F 2

S 3 Naso

S 4 Jubilee Lecture by Jonathan Arkush, 4 pm at 
the Shul - refrehsments from 3.30 pm

M 5 SE 10 and Beyond - Talk by Leah Levane

T 6 CCJ - Guided Tour of Jewish Oxford

W 7

Th 8 Talmud Study Gp, 10.30 am at the Shul

F 9

S 10 Beha-Alotecha

S 11 Rabbi Jason Holtz on Maimonides - 
10-11 am at the Shul

M 12

T 13

W 14 Talmud Study Gp, 10.30 am at the Shul

Th 15

F 16

S 17 Shelach Lecha- Children’s Service

S 18 No Cheder today!

M 19

T 20

W 21

Th 22 Talmud Study Gp, 10.30 am at the Shul

F 23

S 24 Korach

S 25 Rosh Chodesh Tammuz

M 26 Social Centre, 10.30-2.30 at the Shul

T 27

W 28

Th 29

F 30

Dates for Your Diary
May
M 1

T 2 Yom Ha-Atzma’ut
CCJ meeting on Challenges to Students, 
7.45 pm at St Stephen’s Church, SE21

W 3

Th 4 Talmud Study Gp, 10.30 am at the Shul
Evening meeting of the Foodie Club

F 5

S 6 Acharei Mot-Kedoshim

S 7 Introduction to Reform Judaism, 
10-11 am in the Shul

M 8

T 9

W 10 Social Centre - 10.30 am - 2.30 pm at the Shul

Th 11 Bromley WIZO - Talk by Susan Goldstein on 

the Venice Ghetto, 2.30 pm at the Shul

F 12

S 13 Emor

S 14 Lag B’Omer
Introduction to Reform Judaism, 
10-11 am in the Shul

M 15

T 16

W 17 Caring for the Bereaved - 10-11.30 am at 
the Shul

Th 18 Talmud Study Gp, 10.30 am at the Shul
Knit & Natter - from 10.30 am at Pauline’s

F 19

S 20 Behar-Bechukotai
Bat mitzvah of Hannah Woosnam-Savage

S 21 Introduction to Reform Judaism, 
10-11 am in the Shul
Percussion recital by Joe Parks, 11 am in 
the Elgar Room, Royal Albert Hall
British Museum Bible Tour - 2.30-4.30 pm

M 22

T 23

W 24 Social Centre - 10.30 am - 2.30 pm at the Shul

Th 25

F 26 Rosh Chodesh Sivan

S 27 Bamidbar

S 28 Cheder Half Term

M 29

T 30 Erev Shavuot - Service at 7.30 pm 
followed by Tikkun Leyl

W 31 SHAVUOT - Service at 10.30 am in the shul

Find us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/BromleyReformSynagogue 

or Tweet us @BromleyShul) ... 

http://www.facebook.com/BromleyReformSynagogue


A constituent of the Movement for Reform Judaism – www.reformjudaism.org.uk

Registered Charity No. 1098431. Bromley & District Reform Synagogue Ltd. is a Company limited by Guarantee. 
Registered in England and Wales. Company Registration number 4583645. 

BACK PAIN?
We offer effective treatment 
for back and neck problems, 
sciatica, sports injuries and 

much more.
Andreas Jochim DO MSc

Candice McKendrick
M.Ost DO ND

12 Station Approach Hayes
Bromley Kent BR2 7EH

020 8650 0509
www.strawberryhouseclinic.co.uk

TOTAL
COMPUTERS

for all your 
computer needs

Don’t let a virus have the 
last word

Call Michael
PC Problems

No job too small
Phone and Fax
01322 667061

E-mail
michael.e.jenkins@hotmail.co.uk

PET PHOTOGRAPHY
Unique images of your pets taken at home 

or on location
CALL SIMON 07721 649901

www.takenbysimon.co.uk

TAKEN BY SIMON.CO.UK
PHOTOGRAPHY ON LOCATION

FAMILY PORTRAITS ALSO COMMISSIONED
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