
Kittah Bet made greggars for Purim

Abraham? Isaac? Rachel? Noah? Miriam? 
David? Deborah?  Mordecai? Rebecca? 

Joshua? Adam? Esther? Moses? Leah? Daniel? 
Ruth? Jonah?

The Rabbi’s is Joseph – who is your
Favourite Biblical Character?

Join us after the 7pm service on
Friday, 21 April

and tell us why you have made your choice. 
Is your character heroic, misunderstood, 

inspiring, undervalued, irreplaceable? neglected? 
  Explain your choice in a short, 3-5 minute talk 

and let us see who is Bromley’s favourite.
A Pasta and Fruit Supper will be 

provided.
Contact Barbara Kurtz through the 

synagogue (020 8460 5460) to book your 
place - and your character: 

Council of Christians and Jews
South East London Branch 

Tuesday 2 May at 8.00 pm
Refreshments from 7.45 pm
at St Stephen’s Church, College 
Road, SE21 
“Challenges facing Christian 
and Jewish students at British 
universities and how they can best 
respond” 

Panel led by Katharine Crew, 
Campus Leadership Manager CCJ, 
plus students 

For further details, contact 
Stephen Weil through the 
synagogue office 020 8460 5460
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Find us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/BromleyReformSynagogue 

or Tweet us @BromleyShul) ... 
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Report of the Chairman of BRS Board to the AGM on 14 March 2017

The Board has held eight meetings 
since the last AGM and also made 

some decisions using email. The 
Executive convened by videoconference 
as needed. In this much abbreviated 
report for Highlight, I mention a few 
items discussed by the Board during the 
past year, which I hope you will find of 
interest. The reports from the various 
committees are contained within my 
full report available on the BRS website 
www.bromleyshul.org.uk 

•	 Discussions took place within the 
Education Committee and the Board 
on the procedure for recognition of 
equilineality (the principle that the 
children of a Jewish father and non-
Jewish mother should be recognised 
as Jewish in the same way as the 
children of a Jewish mother). There 
was no objection to the principle 
but it was felt strongly that the pro-
cedure laid down by the Assembly 
of Rabbis for the recognition of a 
child’s Jewish status had some very 
undesirable consequences. As the 
result of these discussions the Board 
formulated and approved a policy 
(available as an Appendix to the 
full report). Another area of concern 
was the very divergent views about 
the principle of equilineality within 
the Reform movement in which 
some synagogues reject the prin-
ciple altogether, while others, like 
ourselves, accept it completely. 

•	 It was brought to the attention of 
the Board that the MRJ intended to 
pass a resolution that would renew 
the current levy of most synagogues 
(including BRS) to the MRJ at 
16.5% of net subscription income. 
The exceptions are the very smallest 
communities, which have a reduced 
contribution according to a slid-
ing scale and the very largest for 
which a cap on the levy has been 
operating for some years. This cap, 
currently stands at £128,000 and 
effectively means that the largest 
and wealthiest synagogues con-
tribute a lower percentage of their 
subscription income than most of 
the other synagogues comprising the 
MRJ. As the result of discussions 
between the Chairmen of a number 
of synagogues and the MRJ Chair 
and Treasurer, a working party has 

been established to discuss the issue. 
The first meeting of the working 
party was held on 7 March 2017 and 
it is expected that a recommendation 
will be made in time for the AGM 
of the MRJ in June. 

•	 The main charitable fund-raising 
conducted by the shul is the Kol 
Nidre Appeal. Last year, in addition 
to the shul itself, the Board chose 
to support the Leo Baeck Educa-
tional Centre in Haifa, Nightingale 
Hammerson based in Wandsworth 
and Bromley food bank. A total of 
£10,700 was raised before Gift Aid. 
The policy of the Board has been 
to use the Gift Aid from one year’s 
fund-raising to support the follow-
ing year’s charities on a pro-rata 
basis. However, during the year a 
newly established Bromley Three 
Faiths Forum (3FF) came to the 
fore with active involvement of 
Al-Emaan mosque in Keston, some 
local churches and our shul. In 
light of the refugee crisis, the 3FF 
decided to support the refugees in 
Calais and the Board of BRS agreed 
to use some of the Gift Aid from last 
year’s KN Appeal to donate £1000 
to ‘L’auberge de migrants’. Plans to 
take a group of volunteers to Calais 
had been overtaken by the French 
government’s decision to close the 
camps and instead supplies were 
sent through the group called ‘Calais 
Action’. The principle of the use of 
gift aid for such discretionary chari-
table donations was on the AGM’s 
agenda. At the AGM, there was an 
interesting discussion in which all 
present supported the principle that 
the shul should be able to make such 
discretionary charitable donations 
from time to time but there were dif-
fering views on the appropriate use 
of Gift Aid from the KN Appeal. The 
subject will be discussed in a forth-

coming Board meeting. 

•	 A half-day course on basic life 
support was held in the shul; those 
attending found this very valuable 
instruction. It was agreed that we 
should purchase a defibrillator and 
more than £900 was raised from 
members for this purpose. With 
addition of gift aid, this was suf-
ficient to cover the cost and the 
defibrillator has just been delivered. 
It is hoped that further training ses-
sions will be held with involvement 
of more members.

•	 As we all know, the security of our 
members and our children when 
attending services, Cheder, Social 
Centre and other activities in the 
shul is of paramount importance. 
Security for our Saturday morning 
services is provided by a dedicated 
and reliable team of about 25 mem-
bers. Most of us have undergone 
some training from the CST. Cheder 
does require the services of a pro-
fessional security firm and funding 
for this had been made available 
from the CST in 2015 and the grant 
expired in April 2016. Around 
that time the CST informed us that 
no grant would be available for 
2016-2017. I am pleased to say that 
strongly worded correspondence 
with the CST Grants Committee 
resulted in money being made avail-
able to cover most of our costs for 
Cheder security for the past year. 
The security situation overall in 
the UK is deeply concerning with 
CST reporting a total of 1,309 anti-
Semitic incidents in 2016, which 
is a 36% increase over the 960 
incidents recorded in 2015 and is 
a record high total. CST currently 
records a monthly average number 
of anti-Semitic incidents more than 
twice that which prevailed 4 years 
ago. Our security procedures are not 
tokenism; they are our response to 
a real threat. I would like to express 
my sincere thanks to all our volun-
teers. 

•	 There has been considerable activ-
ity relating to our building in the 
past year. Thanks to a most gener-
ous donation, we have been able to 
take up the old stained and worn 

http://www.bromleyshul.org.uk


continued from page 3 Bromley WIZO-Eretz
Barbara Fiszzon writes:
Our last two events, our Supper Quiz 
with Maccabi and the WIZO QUIZ@
HOME, were enjoyed by all and were a 
financial success, with both WIZO and 
the Youth Club profiting.

Our next planned events will 
celebrate some of our talented members, 
who will come to speak to us on the 
following subjects, dates and venues. 

Thursday, 27 April – Natalie 
Kleinman, our local published author, 
who calls herself the Accidental Writer, 
will give us a talk entitled From 
Inspiration through Perspiration to 
Publication. At the home of Marilyn 
Burchell. 
Coffee and cake at 10.30 am – 
donation £7.50

Thursday, 11 May – Susan 
Goldstein will give an illustrated talk 
celebrating the 500th Anniversary of 
the Venice Ghetto. Those of you who 
have heard Susan’s talks on the Jews of 
Italy will know what to expect. Those 
who have not yet heard her will be in 
for a very interesting and enlightening 
afternoon. In the Garden Room of 
Bromley Reform Synagogue. 
Talk, Tea and Refreshments, 2.30 pm - 
donation £12.50 

Call Marilyn Burchell through the 
synagogue office to reserve your place.

Look out for the date of the talk by 
Trudi Sealy on her family’s history and 
their sojourns around the world.

Would you be interested in a group visit 
to Kensington Palace to see Princess 
Diana’s dresses? – please let Marilyn 
Burchell know, so that we can arrange 
a visit.

Esther  (played by Naomi) being 
counselled by her uncle Mort Chai (Judi) 
in the Purim spiel

The baddies think they have triumphed in 
the Purim spiel
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carpet in the garden room and 
replace it with an acoustic polymer 
floor which is very hard wearing 
and easy to keep clean; the garden 
room was also decorated. Owing to 
water damage over a long period, 
the doors from the garden room to 
the patio had rotted. They have been 
replaced by new aluminium doors 
and appropriate changes have been 
made to the ramp so that water will 
drain away. Thanks are due to the 
many members who donated money 
for purchase of new stacking chairs 
for the garden room. These were 
purchased recently and the old ones 
have been disposed of. With finan-
cial help from the CST, we have had 
new higher fencing, which includes 
an area for the dustbins behind 
doors, making the area cleaner, 
tidier and more secure. 

•	 One of the many ideas emerging 
from the ‘Our Shul, Your Shul’ 
event was to find an alternative to 
Crofton Halls for holding our High 
Holyday services. The option of 
back-to-back services in our own 
synagogue was considered but there 
were a number of key obstacles, 
including capacity, implications 
for the choir and the fact that many 
members want the community to be 
united in time and place for the High 
Holydays. Whilst there were viable 
solutions to potential issues around 
parking, overall given the obstacles 
identified, the Senior Warden felt 
that he could not recommend the 
‘in house’ option and the Board 
accepted Dan’s recommendation 
not to proceed.

•	 Our Jubilee Lecturer for 2016 was 
Rabbi Dr Deborah Kahn-Harris, 
who spoke to us on the occasion of 
the 60th Anniversary of Leo Baeck 
College, which has produced a long 
line of progressive rabbis including 
our own Rabbis David Freeman, 
Sylvia Rothschild and Tony Ham-
mond. 

•	 Macmillan Coffee Morning is 
always such a happy, worthwhile 
and amazing event. The final 
amount collected in 2016 was 
£1,416.07.

•	 I could not conclude this report to 
the AGM without mention of the 

passing of our president David Bar-
nett. A memorial service for David 
was held in the shul on Sunday, 4 
December 2016. Many words have 
been said and his loss is felt by so 
many of us. Suffice it to say that we 
are all indebted to David, as well as, 
of course, to Desirée, for contribut-
ing so much over half a century to 
making our synagogue the thriving 
community it is today. 

•	 Finally, I would like to express 
my gratitude to our members who 
contribute so much to our commu-
nity. There are too many to thank 
here but I must make special men-
tion of Barbara Kurtz, who leads 
our Education Committee, Vicki 
Ashmore and all our teachers and 
helpers in the Cheder, Tracy Fran-
kel and Sue Bowyer for the Gan, 
Graham Harris who takes respon-
sibility for building maintenance 
and security, Dan Posner and the 
wardens for running our services, 
Marilyn Freeman and assistants 
for meeting the requirements of the 
religious educational curriculum of 
local schools, Pauline Jeffree for 
the Caring Community and Knit and 
Natter, Dianne Mathews for the 
Social Centre, Hayley Preston for 
taking over the Youth Group from 
Vicki, Bob Symonds for Highlight, 
Judi Sheffrin for e-light, Kieron 
Hyams for our website, Janet 
Burlem for her administration and, 
last but by no means least, Rabbi 
Jason Holtz for the spiritual, edu-
cational, organisational and pastoral 
work and leadership he continues to 
give our community. 

John Posner, Chairman



This young lady was a peacock in the Purim 
fancy dress parade

Shirei Chagigah
Reform Judaism’s 
Biennial Music Conference
6-9 July 2017
Join us if you... lead music or 
prayer in a synagogue, cheder 
or camp. 

Join us for... the community, 
the singing or just for an 
inspirational few days of 
beautiful music
Contact: 
sarita.robinson@reformjudaism.
org.uk
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Cheder News 
Hello, lovely members, we still have lots 
going on at Cheder…

1. We’re getting ready for our next 
Communal Seder, which will 
take place on Tuesday evening, 
11 April at 6.00 pm. This seder 
should be a really child-friendly 
event with extra music and 
activities provided. The Seder is 
now fully booked but there is a 
waiting list. Please contact Harriet 
Posner if you would like to help 
running the event:  

 posner.harriet@googlemail.com

2. Youth Club will have their own 
table at the Communal Seder this 
year! Hayley Preston will make 
sure the kids have a blast while 
they munch through their matzahs. 
Tickets for kids cost £4, and are 
available through the shul office, 
so please contact Janet Burlem 
to buy your ticket and let Hayley 
know you’ve done it: hayley.pres-
ton8@gmail.com.

3. By now you should have received a 
letter and permission form for your 
children to come on our Cheder 
Trip to the Jewish Museum this 
year. Please make sure you sign 
one form per child and hand them 
in ASAP- seats are limited and the 
bus is already half full!

4. This term, the children will be col-
lecting their Tzedakah pennies for 
Instep Theatre, which is a theatre 
group for children with special 
needs. Please do help your children 
support this worthy cause with 
whatever spare change you may 
find behind the sofa cushions…

5. Next, an important notice: the 
last day of the Spring Term will 
in fact be the Children’s Ser-
vice on the 25  March, and NOT 
Sunday, 2 April as previously 
advertised. Please make sure you 
don’t show up on the wrong day!

6. Don’t forget, our first day back 
after the Passover Holidays will 
that of the Yom Hashoah service 
at 11.15 am on Sunday, 23 April. 
This service is for the whole shul 
and will include Kittah Gimmel 
(Year 3 Children) and upwards. 
Parents, please attend this service 
to show our children by example 

the importance 
of remember-
ing those whom 
we lost in the 
Holocaust.

7. Sunday, 30 
April will 
be Yom 
Ha’Atzmaut- 
Israeli Independence Day! Cheder 
will be celebrating with food and 
activities all centered around Israel, 
so it should be a fantastic day.

8. Last but not least, please check the 
Security Rota on this page to see if 
we are expecting you to show up for 
security. If you realise you cannot 
attend on the day you’ve been allo-
cated, please contact Graham Harris: 
grahamh4@aol.com

That’s all for now… With best wishes 
for a happy, healthy and busy April,

Vicki, Cheder Head Teacher

Sundays

23 April Dan Posner

30 April Polina Revzina

7 May Simon Samuels

14 May Judy or David 

Taylor

21 May Danielle or David 

Woodward

28 May Half Term

Cheder Security Rota, 

Shavuot Term, 2017

Shemesh summer camps: 
don’t miss out!
Recruitment for RSY-Netzer’s famous 
Shemesh summer camp is in full swing! 
Shemesh is a wonderful experience 
for young people to spend an extended 
period of time in a nurturing, friendly, 
Reform community, so don’t miss out!

RSY-Netzer runs residential camps 
for years 5 & 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10. 

As the Zionist youth movement for 
Reform Judaism, RSY-Netzer wants to 
make sure that as many young members 
of our communities as possible have the 
opportunity to join them on Shemesh – 
so make sure to get your applications in 
before camp fills up! 

RSY-Netzer camps create a Jewish 
environment unlike any other, allowing 
chanichim (participants) to explore 
different ideas, discover their passions, 
tackle challenging questions and of 
course, make lots of friends. With 
a summer that’s full of adventure, 
interesting and engaging learning, fun-
filled days and nights spent with friends, 
what’s not to love?! RSY-Netzer can’t 
wait to see you on Shemesh this 
summer!

With all of our events we offer 
financial assistance to try to ensure that 
means is not a barrier to those who’d like 
to be a part of RSY-Netzer.

If you would like further information 
about Shemesh you can find it at the 
RSY-Netzer website 
(rsy-netzer.org.uk).

mailto:posner.harriet@googlemail.com
mailto:hayley.preston8@gmail.com
mailto:hayley.preston8@gmail.com


Social Centre News

The Social Centre met on 22 
February and, after our preliminary 

five minutes chat about our various 
ailments, we went on to more important 
topics, such as Donald Trump’s latest 
pronouncements.

We then split into two groups and played 
various games until Andreas came to put 
us through our exercises, after which we 
had lunch, which was very good as usual.

We wished happy birthday to two of our 
members - Valerie and Maureen - who 
both celebrated their birthdays on the 
same day and were exactly the same 
age. Although they did not divulge 
how old they were we decided that they 
did not look their age. Hadassah was 
also celebrating her birthday and was 
presented with a bunch of flowers.

We ended the afternoon with coffee 
and birthday cake. It was an enjoyable 
afternoon just relaxing and chatting with 
friends and it would be nice if more 
members of our shul would join us as I am 
sure they would be made very welcome.

We next met on 8 March and again we 
had a good time chatting and getting up 
to date with our various activities during 
the previous week.

Rabbi Jason Holtz and Jodi popped in 
with baby Asher, which was a lovely 
surprise for those of us who had not yet 
seen him.

Andreas came again to put us through 
our exercises and after lunch we were 
due to have a talk by Alan Payne, but 
unfortunately he was unable to come, so 
we fell back on the old favourite game 
of Rummikub, the numbers game, which 
we all enjoy.

Zelda Stone

Dianne Mathews adds:
As our scheduled meeting on 12 April is 
the day after the Communal Seder there 
will not be a meeting, because there 
will have been no time to reorganise the 
kitchen and function room.

The next time we meet will be on 
26 April, when David Coronel and 
Tom Shiels will definitely be coming 
to entertain us with their fascinating 
musical talk.

Dianne presented Social Centre helper 
Hadassah with flowers to mark her birthday
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T
he Passover Seder is one of the 
most powerful rituals of the 
Jewish year. Gathered around a 

table with friends, family or a bit of both, 
we share the story of how a group of 
slaves in Egypt came to be the Israelites. 
We share the earliest memories of our 
people, combine them with the lessons 
that have been learned and then eat a 
delicious meal whose ingredients (and 
lack of certain ingredients) reinforce our 
stake in the whole thing. The Seder is 
what Rabbi Lawrence Hoffman calls a 
“sacred drama”.1

For Rabbi Hoffman, what makes it 
sacred is the personal stake of the actors. 
No one is performing the ritual for a 
separate audience. Rather, the Jews who 
take part in a Passover Seder are both 
actors and audience at the same time. As 
actors, everyone who attends the Seder 
is expected to take part. Maimonides, the 
great medieval Spanish-Egyptian rabbi, 
goes on at length to suggest ways to 
include everyone present, even including 
small children. That might not strike us 
as peculiar now, but think that at any 
given Shabbat or Festival service, Jewish 
tradition typically has very little for a 
pre-Bar or Bat Mitzvah child to do. They 
are welcome to attend, but participating 
in most roles is reserved for adults. At 
the Passover Seder, we encourage even 
small children to constantly interrupt 
with questions. All the more so are the 
adults asked to see themselves as though 
they themselves were brought out of 
Egypt. But the people taking part in a 

1 See “The Haggadah Is the Script for a 
Sacred Drama” by Lawrence A. Hoffman in 
My People’s Passover Haggadah

Passover Seder 
are expected to 
go beyond being 
the storytellers. 
They are also the 
audience. Rabbi 
Hoffman says:

When the 
actress 
playing Lady Macbeth leaves 
the theatre, she is not expected 
to murder someone on the way 
home; when Jews put down their 
Haggadah, they are expected to have 
a heightened Jewish identity and 
to be more attuned to their Jewish 
responsibilities. People…who leave 
the Seder and ignore the plight of the 
homeless have missed the point.

Rabbi Hoffman goes on to say that 
dramas present both a problem and a 
solution to the problem. The Passover 
Seder is an open-ended drama though. 
The problem was not only the existence 
of oppression and the value of freedom, 
but also how the Jewish people were 
formed and why it matters for there still 
to be a Jewish people. Each year, we 
must look at contemporary challenges 
to the freedom and well-being of people 
and each year we should look at how 
we as a Jewish people got here and why 
it still matters to be Jewish today. As 
Rabbi Hoffman says, “If we finish the 
Seder knowing for certain why the age-
old tale of Israel’s origins informs the 
people we are and the lives we pledge 
to lead then, and only then, can we 
conclude Dayenu—that, and only that, is 
enough.”

Passover: An Open Ended Drama by Rabbi Jason Holtz

Maureen and Valerie celebrated their 
birthdays at the Social Centre on 8 March



Social and Personal
Dedication of Memorial Plaque 
A plaque in memory of the late Derek 
Wellbrook will be dedicated in the 
synagogue foyer after the Shabbat 
morning service on Saturday, 1 April. The 
dedication will be followed by a special 
kiddush, to which all are warmly invited.

GET WELL SOON 
Pauline Jeffree writes: We wish well to 
all those who are unwell at this time. We 
are thinking of those who are presently in 
hospital or  recovering following in-patient 
care.

The Foodie Club
Brian Freeman reports: 
Our next outing will be on Thursday, 4 
May (Star Wars day!) most probably at the 
Royal Garden Chinese in Shirley.

Contact Brian Freeman through the 
synagogue office 020 8460 5460 if you 
want to come along.

Knit and Natter
Thursday, 13 April, 
10.30 am-12.30 pm 
at Pauline’s
Please can you help?
We are in need of material (not too thick) 
which is pretty and attractive to be made 
into incubator covers. Often, sick and 
tiny babies have any number of tubes and 
wires attached to them, which can be very 
daunting to visiting siblings or parents. Just 
provide the material and we will do the rest!

Contact Pauline Jeffree through the 
synagogue office: 020 8460 5460

Welcome to the New Board
Following the AGM on 14 March, the 
Synagogue Board is now made up as 
follows:

Executive officers: 
Chairman: John Posner, 
Vice Chairman: Kieron Hyams, 
Secretary: Anna Sedenu, 
Treasurer: Sandra Hurley.

Board members: 
Michelle Brooks Evans, Elka Carr, 
Marilyn Freeman, Ann Fried, Graham 
Harris, Adrian Jackson, Pauline 
Jeffree, Joanna Koenigsberg, Barbara 
Kurtz, Matthew de Lange, Shane Lask, 
Lisa Lewis, Daniel Posner, Ruth Rolle.

The only new faces this year were 
those of Michelle Brooks Evans and 
Ann Fried.

We thank the Board for their hard 
work during the past twelve months 
and wish them good fortune in the year 
to come.
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SE10 and beyond
Michelle Brooks Evans reports:
All are welcome to come along to our 
upcoming evenings. 

We last met on Thursday, 16 March 
when the discussion centred around 
our memories of Israel and our families 
there. 

We next meet on Monday, 5 June 
when Leah Levane will be reporting 
back on her trip to Israel and Palestine 
as part of a group attempting to 
foster understanding and harmony. Leah 
will be sharing this journey with 200 
other Jewish people, so it should be a 
very interesting evening.

We always bring drinks and nibbles to 
share with our group. If you would like 
details just contact me through then 
synagogue on 020 8460 5460.

The talented Cantys
A hearty mazal tov to Hannah Canty, 
who has been awarded a certificate of 
merit for a piece of creative writing 
that has been selected for inclusion in a 
young writers’ anthology.

Hannah is also very passionate about 
singing, drama, writing and Irish 
dancing. Her mother Miya writes that 
both Hannah and her brother Ashton 
travel a long way four times a week to 
train for their Irish dancing and take it 
very seriously. They compete at very 
high standards. All over the country 
Hannah is among the top 15 of the girls, 
dancing against 30/40 girls at a time .

Ashton has become particularly 
successful in this area, He has been 
dancing for three years now and his 
dancing has taken him all over the world 
for major competitions. He has won first 
place in his age group in the American 
national championship in Florida, 
the British national championship in 
Manchester, the regional oireachtas 
[championship] and the prestigious 
all-Ireland championship. He came 
second in the all-Scotland championship 
and is now training hard for the world 
championship in Dublin in April. He will 
then fly to New Orleans in July to defend 
his American title. 

Hannah in her dance costume

Ashton shows his awards

WEDDING - A hearty mazal tov to 
Dominic Hawkins - a former member 
of our congregation - on the occasion of 
his recent marriage to Yifat Feldman in 
Israel. We wish the bride and groom every 
happiness.



Pesach and our Jewish Life Today

As we gather with family and friends for 
our Seder nights, there will be many 

who reflect upon the story of the Haggadah 
and find meaning for today. At CST, we 
are dealing every day with the security of 
the Jewish community and with anti-Semitism. For many of our 
staff and volunteers, as we sit around our Seder tables and discuss 
Pesach, it will be hard to forget that it has been a busy year.

The number of anti-Semitic incidents reported to CST has 
never been higher. Similarly, we have all seen anti-Semitism 
in the news far too often and the Government and UK security 
services keep reminding us that the threat of terrorism has never 
been higher.

So, how do we make sense of this at Pesach? Every Jew 
and every family will have their own opinions and their own 
conversations, but I hope that when we think about oppression, 
that we also think about freedom: just as in the Haggadah. For 
us, that includes being able to lead our Jewish lives in ways that 
previous generations of Jews would surely envy. At CST, our job 
is to keep our community safe and secure, so as we can all enjoy 
our freedoms. We can only do this with your support.

If you see  anti-Semitism, please report it to CST. If you worry 
about  anti-Semitism, do something positive by joining CST, 
donating to CST, or assisting in another part of our successful 
British Jewish life.

Finally, may I wish you, your family and friends a Good Yom 
Tov this Pesach.

David S Delew, MBA
CST Chief Executive
CST teams work in every Jewish community. To join us, or donate, 
or report  anti-Semitism, please see our website 
www.cst.org.uk, or call us on 020 8457 9999.

Lesley Freeman writes: First a big “thank you” to Joanna 
and Tim for setting the quiz, which I hear struck the perfect 
balance of intellectual and fun. Thank you also to all of you who 
supported this event. An impressive £650 was raised, which 
helps to fund all areas of our Shul from maintenance of our 
building to social events.
Congratulations to the winners “Cloud 9” - I’m sure you were 
all on it after your win!
I would also like to send a personal “thank you” to everyone 
who helped on the night, it was very much appreciated. If there 
is an event you think would enrich our Shul life, whether it’s 
fundraising or social, we would love to hear your ideas. Send me 
an email at b_freeman1@sky.com

Cloud Nine was the winning team at the Quiz on Saturday, 18 
March. At the centre of the picture are question master Tim and 
scorer Joanna
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South London Jewish Youth Group
I’m delighted to confirm the annual SLJYG matzah ramble 
will be held at Morden Hall Park on Sunday, 16 April at 
12:30 pm. We will meet in the Rose Garden where we will 
have a picnic (please bring your own kosher for Passover lunch 
and delicacies and let’s compare recipes) followed by a huge 
game of rounders (parents vs kids), a game of football …and 
even a ramble!! Everyone, of all ages, is welcome. Please 
note, all children under 16 will need to be accompanied by 
their parents or guardians. 

The next event will be held on Sunday, 25 June at 3.30 pm 
at Wimbledon Synagogue, 1 Queensmere Road, SW19 and 
will consist of a variety of fun activities.

After the amazing success of the last youth club, where we had 
almost 60 children, we hope you can attend and get to know 
each other better and meet some more new friends from the 
other South London communities. Please feel free to tell your 
family and friends and pop the dates in your diaries. Please 
ping me a quick e-mail to confirm you’re able to come.

Looking forward to seeing you then.

Stephen King

E-mail: stephenking32@sky.com, Tel: 07984 185407 

The 70,273 Project
Would you like to be a part of this world-wide collaborative art 
project?
70,273 blocks of fabric, marked with two red crosses, to 
commemorate the number of physically and mentally disabled 
men, women and children who were murdered between January 
1940 and August 1941 in the Aktion T4 Programme are being 
gathered together. This is a largely unrecognized programme, 
which only received a memorial to the victims in 2014.
The two red crosses represent the marks made by the assessing 
doctors as to whether person was deemed “unfit” or an 
economic burden on Nazi society. 
The blocks are all white, which represents the sheet of paper 
that their death sentence was signed on.
The blocks will be stitched into quilts and wall hangings and 
will be displayed in Rochester, Lincoln and Durham cathedrals 
during January 2018 to mark National Holocaust Day. Blocks 
will be displayed throughout the world in 100 countries.
Various groups within the synagogue community are 
participating in this project. The Social Centre and Cheder, to 
name but two.
If you would like to make a contribution you can either 
download information from http://artycat.com/Events or contact 
Ann Fried on joram.fried@btconnect.com or 0208 778 5938. 
I would be happy to supply white fabric for blocks, red ribbons, 
buttons, etc. for making the crosses. You can submit your own 
blocks or join in any of the groups who are taking part.

Ann Fried

mailto:stephenking32@sky.com
http://artycat.com/Events
mailto:joram.fried@btconnect.com
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Fridays at 7  pm, unless otherwise stated.
Saturdays at 10.30 am, unless otherwise stated
Friday 31 March
Saturday 1 April Vayikra (5 Nisan)

Dedication of memorial plaque to the late 
Derek Wellbrook after the service

Friday 7 April
Saturday 8 April Hagadol (Tzav - 12 Nisan) 

Monday 10 April Erev Pesach
First Seder Night 

Tuesday 11 April First Day of PESACH
Service at 10.30 am in the synagogue
Communal Seder at 6 pm in the Garden Room

Friday 14 April
Saturday 15 April Chol Hamoed Pesach (19 Nisan)

Monday 17 April Seventh Day of PESACH
Service at 10.30 am in the synagogue

Friday 21 April
Saturday 22 April

Oneg on Bible characters after the service
Shemini (26 Nisan)

Sunday 23 April Yom Hashoah service at 11.15 am

Thursday 27 April Rosh Chodesh Iyar

Friday 28 April
Saturday 29 April Tazria-Metzorah (3 Iyar)

Introduction to Reform 
Judaism
A new adult education course 
led by Rabbi Jason Holtz 
on Sunday mornings 
7, 14 and 21 May 
from 10.00-11.00 am at the 
synagogue.
The series introduces the history, 
beliefs and practices of Reform 
Judaism. 

No background is necessary.  

It is appropriate for people who 
have no background in Reform 
Judaism, those who just want a 
refresher, or conversion students.  

Anyone who is interested in more 
information please contact Rabbi 
Jason Holtz through the synagogue 
on 020 8460 5460.

8
Copy date for May Highlight: Sunday 16 April

May Day at Sadeh 
(Sunday, 30 April) 
Sadeh and Skeet Hill House hope to 
see you on May Day, when they will be 
offering lots of activities, including:

- Gardening and growing vegetables 
workshops 

- Garden/Recycling 
- Art Music - bring your instruments! 
- Folk songs 
- Plant sale 
- Veggie lunch 
- Activity course with a zip wire 
- learn how to brew with Josh (£40, 

including beers to take home, but 
this takes all day, so please come on 
time) 

- learning about composting and mini 
beasts 

- how to grow in the city 
- lots of child-friendly farm activities 
- Jewish farming! 
Tickets include workshops, sessions and 
lunch (please let us know if you have 
dietary requirements) 
Adult: £12, Children (under 16): £8, 
Children under 4 go free, 
Group of 4: £35, 
Adult group of 10: £100.

Ticket information: http://sadehfarm.
co.uk/may-day

Hours ago there was an atrocious attack at 
Parliament that left several people dead and 
many more injured. Tonight, our thoughts 
are with everyone who was directly affected 
by these attacks.

At the time of writing, there is suspicion 
of terrorism, but details are still coming 
in and we will certainly be learning more 
in the coming days. That said, there are 
a few things that can be said. The first 
is that any attack on innocent people is a 
complete violation of our Jewish principles. 
The Torah teaches that all people were 
created by God and in God’s image. 
As God creates human life, God values 
human life. The sanctity of human life is 
something that we share with many other 
religious traditions, including Christianity 
and Islam. The second is that an attack at 
our Parliament is an attack, literally and 
symbolically, on British democracy and, 
by extension, British values, including not 
only democracy but also “the rule of law, 
individual liberty and mutual respect for 

and tolerance of those with different faiths 
and beliefs and for those without faith.” 
No doubt our police and government will 
be responding to those who are directly 
responsible for today’s actions. We as a 
society, though, also have something to do. 
We can recommit ourselves to those Jewish 
and British values that are completely 
opposite to today’s attackers.

There is no replacing the unique, 
precious lives that were lost today. At 
the same time, though, by respecting 
and valuing human life, democracy, 
the rule of law, liberty, and humanity’s 
innate diversity, our values are in no way 
weakened. 

May God comfort those who mourn, 
may God give courage and strength to 
those who defend us and may God be with 
us as we continue to work towards a just 
and righteous society.

L’shalom, to peace,
Rabbi Jason Holtz

Responding to the attack at Westminster
A message from Rabbi Jason Holtz on the evening of 22 March following 
the attack
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April
S 1 Vayikra - Dedication of plaque in 

memory of the late Derek Wellbrook and 
special kiddush after the service

S 2

M 3

T 4

W 5

Th 6 Talmud Study Gp, 10.30 am at the Shul

F 7

S 8 Hagadol (Tzav)

S 9

M 10 Erev Pesach - First Seder Night

T 11 PESACH - Service at 10.30 am in the shul
Communal Seder at 6 pm in the Garden 
Room

W 12 NO Social Centre meeting today!

Th 13 Knit and Natter - 10.30-12.30 at Pauline’s

F 14

S 15 Chol Hamoed Pesach

S 16 SLYG Matzah Ramble, 12.30 pm in Morden 
Hall Park

M 17 Seventh Day of Pesach - Service at 10.30 
am in the shul

T 18

W 19

Th 20 Talmud Study Gp, 10.30 am at the Shul

F 21 Oneg Shabbat after the Shabbat evening 
service on favourtite Biblical characters

S 22 Shemini

S 23 New Cheder Term begins
Yom Hashoah service at 11.15 am

M 24 Yom Hashoah

T 25

W 26 Social Centre, 10.30-2.30 at the Shul
David Coronel and Tom Shiels entertain

Th 27 Rosh Chodesh Iyar
Bromley WIZO - Talk by Natalie 
Kleinman - 10.30 am at Marilyn Burchell’s

F 28

S 29 Tazria-Metzora

S 30 ‘May Day’ - all day activities at Sadeh 
Farm, Orpington
Primo Levi reading - 11 am-8 pm at the 
Royal Festival Hall

Dates for Your Diary
May

M 1

T 2 Yom Ha-Atzma’ut
CCJ meeting on Challenges to students, 
7.45 pm at St Stephen’s Church, SE21

W 3

Th 4 Talmud Study Gp, 10.30 am at the Shul
Evening meeting of the Foodie Club

F 5

S 6 Acharei Mot-Kedoshim

S 7 Introduction to Reform Judaism, 
10-11 am in the Shul

M 8

T 9

W 10 Social Centre - 10.30 am - 2.30 pm at the Shul

Th 11 Bromley WIZO - Talk by Susan Goldstein 
on the Venice Ghetto, 2.30 pm at the Shul

F 12

S 13 Emor

S 14 Lag B’Omer
Introduction to Reform Judaism, 
10-11 am in the Shul

M 15

T 16

W 17

Th 18 Talmud Study Gp, 10.30 am at the Shul

F 19

S 20 Behar-Bechukotai

S 21 Introduction to Reform Judaism, 
10-11 am in the Shul
British Museum Bible Tour - 2.30-4.40 pm

M 22

T 23

W 24 Social Centre - 10.30 am - 2.30 pm at the Shul

Th 25

F 26 Rosh Chodesh Sivan

S 27 Bamidbar

S 28 Cheder Half Term

M 29

T 30 Erev Shavuot

W 31 SHAVUOT - Service at 10.30 am in the 
shul



A constituent of the Movement for Reform Judaism – www.reformjudaism.org.uk
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BACK PAIN?
We offer effective treatment 
for back and neck problems, 
sciatica, sports injuries and 

much more.
Andreas Jochim DO MSc

Candice McKendrick
M.Ost DO ND

12 Station Approach Hayes
Bromley Kent BR2 7EH

020 8650 0509
www.strawberryhouseclinic.co.uk

TOTAL
COMPUTERS

for all your 
computer needs

Don’t let a virus have the 
last word

Call Michael
PC Problems

No job too small
Phone and Fax
01322 667061

E-mail
michael.e.jenkins@hotmail.co.uk

PET PHOTOGRAPHY
Unique images of your pets taken at home 

or on location
CALL SIMON 07721 649901

www.takenbysimon.co.uk

TAKEN BY SIMON.CO.UK
PHOTOGRAPHY ON LOCATION

FAMILY PORTRAITS ALSO COMMISSIONED
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