
The Chanukah party drew a capacity crowd of all ages to the beautifully 
decorated Garden Room on Sunday, 19 December. A variety of 
scrumptious food was served, Gilbert Giggles once again entertained 
to everyone’s delight and the Rabbi lit a single candle in anticipation 
of what would be a very late Chanukah one week after the party. 
Many thanks to all the people who helped to make the party such an 
outstanding success under the able guidance of Hooray Cheder’s Dani 
and Michelle. In the picture Gilbert Giggles is venturing to walk on 
the shaking parachute.
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Join us for another Oneg Shabbat on
Friday, 13 January, 2017, at 7.45 pm

Joanna Koenigsberg and Tim Miles 
will give an illustrated talk on
“The Impact of our 
  Mixed-Faith Israel Tour”
Joanna and Tim went to Israel on the recent CCJ Tour and 
the subsequent talk given to the CCJ – see Stephen Weil’s 
report on page 6 of this month’s Highlight - produced a 
very interesting reaction. 
Come along and hear their talk and join in the discussion 
afterwards.
The service will begin at 7.45 pm to enable you to have 
your evening meal with your 
family, and the talk will follow 
after Kiddush at 8.30 pm 
Further detai ls  from the 
Synagogue office: 020 8460 5460

Michelle and Vicki drew the raffle at 
the Chanukah Fair on 4 December. See 
Michelle’s report on page 6 of Highlight

2017
A happy and healthy (secular) 
New Year to all our readers



Young partygoers welcome Gilbert Giggles 
to the Chanukah party on 18 December
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Part of a larger movement – View from the Chair

As members of a shul 
in South London, it is 

easy to forget that we are 
part of a larger movement. 
The Movement for 
Reform Judaism 
comprises 42 communities 
with about 50 rabbis and 
cantors and a membership 
of more than 16,000 
households. I attended a 
MRJ Council meeting in the middle of 
December, in which Sir Trevor Chinn, 
President of our movement, spoke 
briefly but resolutely about meeting the 
challenges to British Jewry in general 
and Reform Judaism in particular. The 
Charedi ultra-orthodox may be growing 
in numbers because they have large 
families but they are inward looking and 
have no interest in any part of the Jewish 
community other than themselves. The 
Achilles heel of the more moderate 
orthodox is their attitude to women. So 
it will be up to us, Reform Jews, to lead 
the way. That requires commitment 
from every one of us. If we want our 
children and grandchildren to grow up 
identifying as Jews, we need to put in 
the effort to make it so; it won’t just 
happen on its own. 

The Council meeting was also 
attended by the Israeli Ambassador to 
the UK, Mark Regev. I’m sure many of 
you will know him from his many radio 
and television interviews while serving 
in his previous role as media spokesman 
for the Israeli government. The meeting 
was very informal and Mark sat with us 
responding to questions that came from 
the many synagogue representatives 
while Rabbi Laura Janner Klausner 
acted as chairman. Mark was born and 
grew up in Australia and made aliyah to 
Israel in 1982. He is a family man with 
two children currently serving in the 
army. Despite the fact that he has risen 
to become ambassador, he felt like one 
of us. He is an inspiring representative 
of the State of Israel, giving a more 
complete and balanced view of what 
is going on there than we can obtain 
from reading the newspapers. Perhaps 
the most important point he made was 
that, while Israel has plenty of very 
longstanding problems with which we 
are all familiar, relationships with many 
countries who were formerly enemies 

are growing steadily in 
an extremely positive 
way. It’s not a matter of 
being friends, much more 
to do with the realisation 
that we have common 
interests. 

Well, enough of 
all this serious stuff. I 
thought the Chanukah 

Fair was great and a very respectable 
sum of money was raised. Thanks 
to everyone who came to sell their 
products and to all those who bought 
them and a very special thanks to 
Michelle Brooks Evans and her team 
who organised it all. My only problem 
was with Lesley and Brian Freeman, 
who sold me a baker’s dozen of beigels.  
I asked them for ‘beigels’ but they 
said I meant ‘bagels’. Now, I know 
that most people say ‘bagels’ but I was 
brought up to call them ‘beigels’. I have 
not managed to establish whether this 
was because my grandparents spoke 
Yiddish with a Polish pronunciation or 
whether Londoners in the East and West 
End pronounce ‘A’ as ‘I’. It’s all very 
complicated and it’s possible there’s 
another explanation altogether but never 
mind; you say bagels and I say beigels 
and we won’t call the whole thing off.

Chag urim sameach. A very happy 
festival of lights (otherwise known as 
Chanukah) to all. 

John Posner, Chairman

A  c o n c e r t  s h o w c a s i n g 
extraordinary  composit ions 
from the time of the Holocaust 
and launching the ORT Marks 
Fellowships. 
Artists include: Gemma Rosefield cello, 
Benjamin Nabarro violin, Krzysztof 
Chorzelski viola, Tim Horton piano, The  
Clothworkers Consort of Leeds, Sam Carl 
bass-baritone, Emily Kyte mezzo, James 
Way tenor, Leo Nicholson piano, Věra 
Müllerová piano.
Programme includes: Gideon Klein String 
Trio, Gnesin Piano Trio ‘To the Memory 
of Our Perished Children’, op.63 

Amid the ravages of the Holocaust, in 
ghettos and camps across occupied Europe, 
victims responded to the catastrophe that 
was engulfing them through music.

This concert showcases some extraordinary 
compositions from the time, including 
works familiar and forgotten, and some 
exciting new discoveries. 
The concert will also see the launch of the 
ORT Marks Fellowships Programme, 
honouring the founder of the acclaimed 
ORT Music and the Holocaust website. 
The fellowships will support continued 
research and outreach work, educating wide 
audiences about this rich musical legacy.

burns night at nwss
Sunday 29 January 2017
from 6:30 pm
Please join North West Surrey 
Synagogue to celebrate the life 
and works of Scotland’s national poet, 
led by Alastair Addison (Head of  
Activities at Nightingale House) and 
Bernie Cohen.

Including bagpipes, whisky and 
traditional Scottish fayre. Why not 
sing or recite your favourite Burns 
poem/song?

Details from Jenny Sutcliffe 
01483 82099; 
jlsutcliffe@gmail.com



At the time of writing this, Jodi and I 
are expecting to welcome a baby boy 

in less than a month. It’s been a long road 
getting here, but we’re looking forward to 
a great future.

We are learning just how many decisions 
there are to make—one of the early ones, 
for us, is about brit milah, the ceremony 
that includes circumcision and naming. We 
are both from America and both Jewish, 
so that means two cultures where it is the 
norm, rather than the exception. Despite 
that though, planning for a circumcision 
still feels more like a choice, not a mandate. 
It is not something that we feel we have to 
do, but it is something that we want to do. 

As a rabbi, any time questions on 
the medical side of circumcision have 
come up, I have always referred and 
deferred to mohelim (the physicians who 
perform circumcision) or the child’s own 
physician. As an imminent father, I have 
to take everything into account, including 
potential medical benefits and risks. 
Unfortunately, turning to experts does 
not yield an automatically clear answer. 
The Danish Medical Association very 
recently recommended ending the process 
entirely, the British Medical Association 
finds the benefits and potential risks to be 
“equivocal,” while the American Academy 
of Pediatrics states “the health benefits of 
new-born male circumcision outweigh 
the risks.” 

Neither of us is trained to judge between 
British, Danish and American medical 
associations and recommendations, but 
we still have a choice to make (this is just 
one of many, we are learning), and we very 
much want to get it right. It seems that in 
places where circumcision is common, such 
as America, or amongst Jews, there is much 
less angst about it than in places where it is 
not, such as Denmark. Whether this means 
Americans and Jews are generally biased 
in favour or Danes are biased against or a 
little bit of both, I’m not sure. While it is 
a rather private thing to talk about, I have 
to say, I’ve never had anyone, family, 
friend, or member of a synagogue tell 
me that they regretted being circumcised, 
though of course you can find anything and 
everything on the Internet. Absent a medical 
reason not to (the Danish opposition seems 
to be more philosophical than medical), 
we did not see that as a stumbling block. 

That said, we did see a lot of reasons to 
want a circumcision. For one, it’s not just 

what’s done in Jewish culture generally, 
it’s what’s been done in our families 
specifically. In fact, we plan that our baby 
will wear to his brit milah the same outfit 
that Jodi’s uncle first wore to his brit milah 
almost 60 years ago and since then was 
worn by her brother and three other cousins. 
Because Jodi’s grandmother was not born 
in the United States, it means that, at least 
through that part of the family, every brit 
milah since coming to America was done 
in the same outfit. Now we get to add a 
British bris to that outfit’s CV. There’s a 
lot of family meaning and heritage there! 

I am also very interested and attached 
to the religious and symbolic meaning. I 
don’t mean that I believe God wants me 
to circumcise my son. Rather, Jewish 
tradition says that Abraham was the first 
Jewish male to be circumcised. Tracing it 
all the way back to him, the first Hebrew, 
just emphasises its importance. By 
comparison, bar mitzvah and bat mitzvah 
do not even get a mention in the Torah. 
Circumcision seems even more important 
because it happens despite a deep historical 
Jewish reluctance to causing any physical 
alteration to the body, such as a tattoo. As 
such, mostly because of its history and 
partially because it goes against a historic 
norm against making marks on one’s body, 
it is a powerful marker of being Jewish. 

Of course, it’s not just circumcision that 
happens at a brit milah. It is when a baby 
is named as well. For some people, their 
Hebrew (or Jewish) name is their everyday 
name. Others receive a name in addition 
to their secular, English name. For us, we 
want to give him a name that we like, that 
follows the Jewish precedent of honouring 
a relative, and that we hope he will like as 
well. When we give our baby a Hebrew 
name, it is also a way of saying that we 
intend for him to have a Jewish identity 
(in addition to all the other identities he 
will have—American, British, modern, 
a Holtz, a Brinn, etc…) and that he has a 
community and people that he belongs to. 

Brit milah is something often done in the 
context of family, friends and community, 
and Jodi and I would be delighted for 
members of our community, BRS, to join 
us. We’ll be sure to let everyone know the 
details closer to the time.

L’shalom, to peace,

Rabbi Jason Holtz

Renee Gertski (right) celebrating her 
birthday in November with her friends at 
the Social Centre

Social Centre News

We had our usual fortnightly meeting 
on 23 November and, although the 

weather was cold, our members still came 
to enjoy each other’s company, play various 
games and, as usual, talk.

Unfortunately Andreas did not come, as 
he was unwell - some people were sorry not 
to do their exercises and others (secretly) 
were rather pleased to just sit and talk. We 
mainly talked about our memories of the 
war and some of us could remember living 
through the London blitz as children. It 
was interesting to hear of other people’s 
experiences of seeing the first “doodle 
bugs” over London and how our parents 
coped with rationing.

We celebrated Renee’s birthday with a 
very special lunch, including fresh salmon 
and ending with a birthday cake made by 
Barbara.

Zelda Stone

In the December issue the item on Ruth 
Young was attributed to her good friend 
Bernie Citron. However, it had been written 
by her daughter  Eva Sealey. We apologise 
for the error.

I hope you all had a happy and healthy 
Chanukah and look forward to seeing you 
during 2017. Alan Payne is coming again 
on 25 January. Those of you who have 
heard his previous talks will remember how 
interesting his talks are. He is an official 
London Guide and researches his subjects 
thoroughly. On 8 February Stephen Ison 
and Andrew Leigh, both from Jewish 
Care, will be coming to give a talk. This 
and all our Social Centre days are open to 
everyone and we’d love to see you.

Dianne Mathews

The Social Centre will next meet on 
Wednesdays, 11 and 25 January. 
There will be the usual socialising, 
exercises and lunch on 11 January, while 
the 25 January meeting will be enlivened 
by a talk by Alan Payne, to which all 
are welcome.
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Why we are choosing brit milah by Rabbi Jason Holtz



By the time you 
read this, we’ll 
have tipped into 
2017! Here’s a 
little recap of 
what’s happened 
in December:

1) Our Cha-
nukah Fair 
took place after Cheder, and raised 
over £600 for our shul! Thanks so 
much to Michelle Brooks Evans 
and Dani Hall, as well as Heidi, 
James, Aleksandra, Danielle, Judy, 
Michael, Sune, Katia, Hayley, Dan 
and everyone else whom I haven’t 
mentioned by name for organising 
this event.

2) By the time you read this, we will 
also have celebrated Chanukah 
with our Chanukah Party! Of 
course, as I write this it hasn’t yet 
happened, but I’m sure it will be 
fantastic, both in the main party 
and in the Youth Club Teen Room. 
Thank you so much to Hooray 
Cheder and Hayley Preston for 
making them happen - without you, 
these parties simply could not take 
place. 

3) This term, your children’s Tzeda-
kah pennies went to support the 
Chartwell Cancer Trust Tiger 
Ward, which supports local chil-
dren undergoing cancer treatment. 
I want to let you know that these 
pennies do add up. The children 
managed to collect an incredible 
£215 for this charity. Do keep your 

8 January
Sylvia Rothschild

15 January
Michelle Brooks Evans 

22 January
Maleka Levy

29 January
Flora Spiegel or Anthony Miller

5 February
Rosanne Posner or Joe Millis 

12 and 19 February - Half Term 

26 February
Michelle or Stuart Morgan 

5 March
Gavin Nathanson

12 March
Kim Osborne

19 March
Judith French

Saturday 25 March
Children’s Service (No Cheder on 
Sunday, 26 March) 

2 April
Amanda Penn

Cheder Security Rota, 
Purim Term, 2017 - Sundays

eyes peeled as Kittah Chet will 
shortly be announcing the charity 
they have chosen to support next 
term

4) Our first day back to Cheder will 
be Sunday, 8 January 2017 and 
our next monthly Youth Club 
will be on 29 January. Please do 
check the Security Rota below in 
case it’s your turn! If you have any 
problems, please contact Graham 
Harris: grahamh4@aol.com

That’s all for now! Until next month,
L’Shalom,
Vicki, Cheder Head Teacher

Cheder pupils holding the menorahs they 
made on the last day of the Chanukah term

Katia and Amanda joined Hooray Cheder 
after the Chanukah Party

A gambling session in progress before the 
Chanukah party began on 18 December
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Cheder News Education Committee News

The Education Committee has 
been having a rather quiet time, 

partly because of the lateness of the 
festivals and their associated events 
this year. However, we have plans 
in the pipeline for 2017 – watch this 
space!

The Rabbi’s Adult Education 
Course will resume following his 
forthcoming paternity leave, and we 
hope to arrange a repeat of “Taste 
of Judaism”, this time holding the 
meetings in the Greenwich area to 
reach new people.

Talmud classes will resume on 
Thursday, 23 February at 10.30 am.

More Onegim are planned with 
speakers including the popular Prof. 
Bernie Cohen and our own George 
Stein has another fascinating talk 
planned. The Rabbi, perhaps with 
his sister, will talk to us on the 
differences between working as a 
Rabbi in the US and UK. We are also 
negotiating with a couple of major 
speakers to inform and entertain you, 
so lots to come. – dates for all these 
to be arranged.

In a separate notice (page 1) you 
will see details of our first Oneg on 
Friday, 13 January, a follow-up from 
Joanna and Tim on the CCJ Meeting 
reporting back from its trip to Israel – 
see Stephen Weil’s report on page 8. 

We are always open to suggestions 
for the future and will try and make 
the arrangements as long as you turn 
up! 

Barbara Kurtz



The Chanukah Fair
Michelle Brooks Evans reports:

On Sunday 4 December we held our 
annual Chanukah Fair. It was lovely 

to see so many there – not only the usual 
crowd, but many new faces too. 

We enjoyed a tasty spread, with 
Brick Lane bagels from the Freemans 
and a table full of doughnuts and cakes 
manned by Lili and Adam. 

We had an arts and crafts table and 
a magnificent stall of toys and books. 
My personal favourite was Dani Hall’s 
cookbooks and makeup, as I managed 
to get some gifts there. Of course there 
was the Judaica stall with the Chanukah 
candles that sold out all too fast!

The Fair finished with the drawing 
of the raffle. So thank you to everyone 
who gave up their time, helped to set up 
or run a stall or spent lots of money. We 
managed to raise just under £640!

Here is an early request for next 
year: if you would like to sell, make 
something or have an idea to make next 
year’s fair even better, please drop me a 
line (michellebrooksevans@gmail.com 
or ring 07956 234309).

Lesley and Brian selling Brick Lane bagels 
at the Chanukah Fair 
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Joanna Koenigsberg of Bromley 
Reform Synagogue and Tim Miles 

were just back from a 7-day guided CCJ 
tour of Israel-Palestine. Rev Bernhard 
Schunemann of St Stephen’s, Dulwich 
had just returned from a 9-day visit to 
Jerusalem, Christian sites in Palestine 
and the Sea of Galilee with Zimbabwean 
and English Anglican clergy.

For CCJ SE London’s 22 Novem-
ber meeting, these speakers were asked 
to describe their groups, why they 
had gone, where they went, what they 
learned, and, above all, how their indi-
vidual impressions of Israel-Palestine 
were changed and how they felt other 
participants’ attitudes changed.

Joanna and Tim’s group had con-
sisted of 15 participants, of whom 13 
were Christians and 2 were Jews. Nearly 
all the participants had previously visited 
Israel-Palestine. Their tour was well 
guided by two local guides, a Jewish 
Israeli (who covered Israel apart from 
Nazareth and some of the sites in Jerusa-
lem) and an Arab Christian Israeli (who 
guided through Nazareth in Israel, and in 
Palestine). The tour covered an enor-
mous range of religious sites (Christian, 
Jewish, Muslim), two religious services 
(one Orthodox Jewish, one Catholic) and 
one business (a brewery in Palestine).

Rev Bernhard’s entirely Anglican 
group, from Zimbabwe and Britain, 
focussed on two sites in particular: 
Jerusalem, where they stayed in St 
George, an Anglican inter-faith centre on 
the old border between east (pre-1967 
Jordanian) and west (pre-1967 Israeli) 
Jerusalem; and Nazareth from where 
the group explored the Christian sites in 
Galilee. The Anglican group had no par-
ticular contact with the Jewish commu-
nity, which Rev Bernhard regretted. The 
group also spent a day in Bethlehem, and 
visited a baptism site on the River Jordan 
observed closely by Israeli soldiers on 
one side and Jordanian soldiers on the 
other. For the Anglican group, especially 
the Zimbabweans, the importance of 
the experience of walking where Jesus 
walked was the main point of the tour. 
Both groups were surprised how easy it 
turned out to be in practice to criss-cross 
the “border” between Israeli  areas and 

the areas of the Palestinian Authority.

Various concerns were raised by the 
audience and in later correspondence 
by participants who had chosen not to 
speak, such as:

• Had the programmes of both groups 
concentrated too much on point of 
tensions at the expense of ignoring 
where the communities were working 
together?

• Had the CCJ programme, in particu-
lar, failed to introduce the group to 
Israel’s high-tech success story?

• Lack of a Greek/Russian Orthodox 
view in either group

One written comment made after the 
meeting is worth repeating: 
“one point I would have particularly 
liked to make is that [we] felt most 
closely involved in the Biblical events 
when we visited sites where the original 
landscape (both physical and human) 
was still visible and not obscured by 
subsequent and no doubt well-meaning 
but over-elaborate building and decora-
tion: Gethsemane, the shores of Galilee, 
the River Jordan, the ancient City (of 
Jerusalem), and Masada spring to mind.”

The most surprising aspect (to this 
reporter) was, that across both groups, 
the impact on the way individuals saw 
their lives or understood the history 
of their own or other religious groups 
seemed relatively small. I had not at all 
expected that particular answer, not least 
because my visits to Israel have had an 
enormous impact on my own thinking.

Maybe the lesson is not to expect to 
see changes recognised so quickly; or 
maybe we all need time to digest such a 
diverse experience of people, landscape 
and history as Israel-Palestine presents.

In summary, the speakers understood 
well the question posed; spoke to us 
clearly, intelligently, positively and 
sensitively; but could not identify any 
significant change of views in their 
respective groups.

A fascinating, but also at times a frus-
trating, evening in front of a very large 
audience.

Thank you very much St Stephen’s, 
Dulwich for your hospitality!

What do we learn about ourselves when multi-faith groups 
visit Israel/Palestine?
Stephen Weil reports on the CCJ SE London meeting on 22 November 2016 
at St Stephen’s, Dulwich

Table chat at the Chanukah party on 18 
December

mailto:michellebrooksevans@gmail.com


Social and Personal
DEATHS - We are very sad to report 
the death of our member Robin Bloom 
and extend condolences to his widow, 
Angela, daughter, Samantha Barnett, 
and all the family.

We have also learned of the death after a 
long illness of Dr Joanna Seldon, wife 
of Sir Anthony Seldon and mother of 
Jessica, Susannah and Adam, to whom 
we extend our deepest condolences. 
The Seldons were members of Bromley 
Reform Synagogue several years ago.

BEREAVEMENTS  -  S ince re 
condolences to our Administrator, 
Janet Burlem, and her family on the sad 
loss of her daughter, Nicola Batchelor, 
sister of Tim, and mother of Hannah and 
James. May the memory of Nicola be 
for a blessing.

BAT MITZVAH - A hearty mazal tov 
to Hannah Canty and her family on the 
occasion of her Bat Mitzvah, which she 
will celebrate on Saturday, 21 January 
- Shabbat Shemot.

MARRIAGE - A hearty mazal tov to 
Adam Lindsey and Amy Simons on 
the occasion of their recent marriage. 
We wish them every future happiness. 

GET WELL SOON: to Wendy Barsley, 
John Goodman, Valerie Cohen, Jean 
Sheldon and others known and not 
known to us who are unwell at this time.

Admission to the Jewish faith 
- A hearty mazal tov to Janvier Palmer 
on being admitted to the Jewish faith after 
appearing before the Reform Bet Bin.

The Kol Nidre Appeal
A letter to our Chairman 
from Nightingale Hammerson
Dear [Dr] Posner

I have much pleasure acknowledging 
receipt of the very generous donation of 
£3,371 which has been credited to our 
bank account from Bromley Reform 
Synagogue.

It is extremely kind of you and the 
members of Bromley Reform Synagogue 
to make our charity one of the recipients 
of your Kol Nidre appeal.

On behalf of everyone at 
Nightingale Hammerson, please pass 
on our sincere thanks to the members. 
We are so grateful for the support and 
generosity. It’s only with support from 
our community that we are able to 
continue to maintain the high standard of 
care we offer to our residents.

Best wishes

Yours sincerely
(signed) Michelle Quittenton
Director of Fundraising and Marketing

SE10 and Beyond
On Wednesday, 25 January we are 
having a book reading and discussion of 
“The Splits - A Chronicle of Conflicts in 
a Young Man’s Life” by Boris Rumney. 
Boris is one of our members and he 
will be discussing the book and what’s 
behind it. 

Contact Michelle Brooks Evans via 
the Synagogue office: 020 8460 5460 
for further details.

Bat Mitzvah Girl

Hannah Canty will celebrate her Bat 
Mitzvah in the synagogue on Saturday, 
21 January

Can you help? - Israeli Mum 
looking for one-day-a-week childcare 
(Wednesdays) in Catford-Bellingham 
area for her 18 month-old son. Applicants 
to be Hebrew speaking. Contact: 
Tamar_nussbacher @hotmail.com

Talk at Wimbledon Shul:
Concern or Persecution? 
Legitimate & Illegitimate 
Criticism of Israel 

Sunday 15 January 
7 - 9 pm with speaker 
Noru Tsalic 

Many of you 
will have heard 
some of Noru’s 
excellent talks at 
Limmud or read 
his blogs. 

Come and hear 
his unique take 
on the important 

issue of criticism of Israel 

Noru served in the IDF as a regular 
soldier and reservist and now works as 
a management consultant. In his spare 
time, he finds time to be a pro-Israel 
activist especially speaking in multi 
faith environments. He is also: 
Editor in Chief of Politically-incorrect 
Politics 
Columnist for The Times of Israel 

Further details from: 
judywele@blueyonder.co.uk

Martin Posner and John Koekoek jointly 
celebrated their birthdays at the Kiddush 
on 10 December

Also at Wimbledon:
23 February 7.30 pm:

A one state solution? Lord Peter Hain  
said  controversially in 2014 that he 
doubted two states were achievable and 
now suggests a one-state solution against 
official Labour party policy.

Knit and 
Natter
Tuesday, 17 January, 
10.30 am-12.30 pm 
at Pauline’s

We do need knitters, as we have many 
requests, so please do come and help.

Contact: Pauline Jeffree via the 
Synagogue office 020 8460 5460
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A series of fires fuelled by high winds 
and dry conditions reached Haifa’s 
residential areas on 24 November 2016 
and burned for four days. They were 
blamed in part on arsonists and in part 
on weather conditions. 

During the emergency nearly 25% 
of the city’s residents were evacuated 
from their homes while Israeli firefight-
ers battled the blaze with tremendous 
support from the Palestinian Authority 
fire service and firefighters from Cyprus, 
Bulgaria, Greece, Croatia, Italy, Turkey 
and Russia. Fortunately there were no 
fatalities, but hundreds were hospitalised 
with burn injuries and for smoke inhala-
tion. Thousands of families, schools, and 
businesses also suffered extensive prop-
erty damage. Altogether, 170 buildings 
and 1,784 apartments were damaged, 
of which 527 were made uninhabitable. 
More than 60,000 people were evacu-
ated from their homes at the height of 
the fires.

The Leo Baeck facilities were not 
damaged by the fires, but 170 students 
were evacuated from their homes, many 
of which sustained significant damage. 
The homes of 40 Leo Baeck teachers 
and staff were also damaged. Six Leo 
Baeck students and one teacher lost their 
homes.

Leo Baeck Relief Efforts
The Leo Baeck Education Center 

immediately set up an emergency line 
and used social media to receive updates 
from and coordinate volunteer efforts on 
behalf of displaced families. Members 
of the Leo Baeck community worked 
around the clock to assist Leo Baeck 
families and Haifa residents at large with 
shelter, food, clothing and other needed 
supplies.

Leo Baeck worked with the 
Haifa municipality and other relief 
organisations to coordinate donations 
of clothing, food, supplies, etc., hosting 
(and arranging for hosting) of displaced 
families and doing whatever else was 
needed for the Leo Baeck community 
and the Haifa community at large. This 
was being done through the tireless 
efforts of staff and volunteers at the 
Leo Baeck Community Center, Leo 
Baeck schools, and the Ohel Avraham 
Synagogue.

On the third day of the emergency 
Leo Baeck middle and high school 

students spent the night volunteering 
at evacuation centres throughout the 
city, especially with elderly individuals 
who were evacuated from their homes. 
In the morning the students provided 
assistance to special education schools in 
Haifa and kindergartens throughout the 
city. Students were divided into teams 
to help in 16 support and assistance 
centres around the city. They collected 
and distributed food, clothing, blankets 
and medicines to firefighters, members 
of the security forces and rescue teams 
who had been working tirelessly in the 
affected neighbourhoods. Teachers and 
students packed food in boxes to be sent 
with Leo Baeck drivers directly to rescue 
personnel throughout the city.

Most Haifa families were able to 
return to their homes on the third day, 
but the clean-up efforts were massive. 
Leo Baeck was planning to continue to 
help affected families in the long term 
and until their lives could return to 
normal. 

On Shabbat staff and volunteers 
at Leo Baeck spent the day assisting 
families who lost their homes in the fire 
or whose homes have been damaged. 
The centre provided emergency aid 
to Leo Baeck students, teachers, 
and employees. Community centre 
facilities remained open throughout 
the day, available to all Haifa residents 
free of charge. A logistics centre was 
set up on the Leo Baeck campus for the 
collection urgently needed supplies to 
distribute to affected families. Social 
media, particularly WhatsApp, were 
used extensively throughout the day 
to identify needs, find the required 
items, and arrange for pickup (when 
needed) and delivery. An overwhelming 
number of Haifa residents responded 
to the school’s call, and at one point it 
appeared that it had more volunteers than 
victims.

Leo Baeck sent out groups of 
teachers, students and volunteers 
to severely damaged apartments to 
remove items and appliances that were 
still in good order, as well as items 
with sentimental value that would be 
delivered to their owners. Its teams also 
planned to sort through other belongings, 
pack and label salvageable items and 
transport them to warehouses in Haifa 
that they had secured for safekeeping 
purposes.

The Center thanked its many friends 
and supporters in the U.S., the U.K. 
and throughout the world for the warm 
e-mails and telephone calls expressing 
concern about the situation and support 
of its efforts.

Source: Leo Baeck Education Center 
November Newsletter.
The Leo Baeck Education Center 
comprises a range of schools from 
kindergarten through to senior high 
school, plus a community centre, a 
sports centre and the Ohel Avraham 
progressive synagogue. The Center’s 
internet address is leobaeckhaifa.org 
and it is supported in the UK by Friends 
of Leo Baeck, Haifa, 161 West Heath 
Road, London NW3 7TT. The Center 
was our chosen Israeli charity for the 
2016 Kol Nidre Appeal.

Leo Baeck Relief Efforts during the Haifa Fires

Young People’s Mental Health 
Welfare Officer 
Are you passionate about supporting 
young people? Do you have experience 
of working with young people with mental 
health needs? Have you been involved in 
procedures related to safeguarding young 
people? 

RSY-Netzer and Reform Judaism are 
looking to recruit a Mental Health Welfare 
Officer. In this role you will train and 
advise Reform Synagogues, whilst creating 
effective strategies for including young 
people with a focus on mental health and 
child protection within RSY-Netzer. You 
will work in a team to support young people 
to come on our events and train and support 
our youth leaders to carry out elements of 
this work. If you would like the opportunity 
to be a part of our team, working in a flexible 
and caring environment, please contact:

sonia.leigh@rjuk.org or call 020 8349 5674.

Deadline for applications is 9 am on 
Monday 16 January.
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SERVICES
January 2017 – Tevet-Shevat 5777
Fridays at 7.00 pm, unless otherwise stated.
Saturdays at 10.30 am, unless otherwise stated
Friday 30 December
Saturday 31 December

Rosh Chodesh Tevet
Mikketz (2 Tevet)
Eighth Candle of Chanukah

Friday 6 January
Saturday 7 January Vayigash (9 Tevet)

Friday 13 January

Saturday 14 January

Service at 7.45 pm followed by an Oneg 
at 8.30 when Joanna Koenigsberg 
and Tim Miles will give a talk on their 
Mixed-Faith Israel Tour
Vayechi (16 Tevet) 

Friday 20 January
Saturday 21 January Shemot (23 Tevet)

Bat Mitzvah of Hannah Canty

Friday 27 January
Saturday 28 January Va’era (1Shevat)

Rosh Chodesh Shevat

Faith leaders’ public call for 
Istanbul Convention

An interfaith call was launched at the 
House of Lords by UK faith leaders 

including Rabbi Sybil Sheridan of 
West London Synagogue on Monday 5 
December.

‘As faith leaders in the United 
Kingdom we stand together with leaders 
of our own faith and others to call on the 
UK Government to ratify the Council of 
Europe Convention on Preventing and 
Combating Violence Against Women 
and Domestic Violence (the Istanbul 
Convention). We call on the them to do 
so without further delay – so that women 
and girls can live free from violence and 
free from the fear of violence.

The Istanbul Convention is the 
most comprehensive legal framework 
that exists to tackle violence against 
women and girls, setting out minimum 
standards for a State’s response to this 
issue, in terms of prevention, protection, 
prosecution and monitoring.

As faith leaders, we are committed 
to tackling violence against women 
and girls in all its forms in our faith 
communities and wider society. In July 
2015 faith leaders gathered together 
to publish a Declaration on Domestic 
Abuse, acknowledging the extent of 
the issue in the UK and our role in 
addressing it.

Now, we stand together across 
faiths, alongside women’s organisations 
supporting women who have 
experienced violence, to call on the 
UK Government to ratify the Istanbul 
Convention – and on all parliamentarians 
to support efforts to bring about this vital 
change.

Together, we recognise that women 
and men are equal in rights, dignity and 
value, and affirm that:

Violence against women and girls 
in all its forms is unacceptable and 
irreconcilable with the teachings of 
our, or any other, faith or worldview. 
We must speak out against it and seek 
change.

Violence against women and girls 
takes many forms, including sexual 
violence, stalking, so-called ‘honour’-
based violence, forced marriage and 
female genital mutilation. To tackle 
it effectively, we need a joined up 
response, as provided by the Istanbul 

Convention. Violence against women 
and girls remains a serious problem 
within our own faith groups as well as in 
the wider communities which we serve – 
and we have a role to play in preventing 
and addressing it.

In addition to being tackled locally, 
violence against women and girls must 
be addressed by the government on a 
national scale with a strong, long-term, 
strategic plan. The Istanbul Convention 
offers a strong framework for such a 
plan. We urge the UK Government to 
ratify the Convention without delay’.

Source: MRJ website

The Foodie Club
The next outing for the Foodie 
Club will be on Thursday, 2 
February, and we are hoping to 
go to a Turkish restaurant in West 
Wickham called Marmaris, which 
has come highly recommended.
Anyone wishing to join us should 
contact me (Brian Freeman) via 
the Synagogue office: 
020 8460 5460
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Bromley WIZO Eretz and 
Catford & Bromley Maccabi
invite you to their

SUPPER QUIZ 

on Sunday, 22 January 
at Catford & Bromley 
Synagogue Hall,
Crantock Road, Catford 
SE6 
Tickets £17.50 or £10 
for under 21s
Includes supper
6.30 pm prompt start
Contact details from 
B r o m l e y  R e f o r m 
Synagogue office: 
020 8460 5460

http://www.wls.org.uk/


Shirei Chagigah
Reform Judaism’s Biennial Music Conference

6-9 July 2017
Join us if you... lead music or prayer in a synagogue, 
cheder or camp
Join us for... the community, the singing or just for an 
inspirational few days of beautiful music
Contact: sarita.robinson@reformjudaism.org.uk
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February
W 1

Th 2 Foodie Club - details from Brian 
Freeman

F 3

S 4 Bo
S 5
M 6

T 7
W 8 Social Centre, 10.30-2.30 at the Shul 

- Talk on Jewish Care

Th 9
F 10

S 11 Tu B’Shevat
Beshallach 
Bar Mitzvah of Sam Burchill

S 12 Cheder Half Term

M 13
T 14
W 15
Th 16

F 17

S 18 Yitro
S 19 Cheder Half Term

M 20

T 21
W 22 Social Centre, 10.30-2.30 at the Shul

Th 23 Talmud class at 10.30 am
Talk by Lord Peter Hain, 7.30 pm at 
Wimbledon Shul

F 24  SHEKALIM (Mishpatim)

S 25

S 26
M 27 Rosh Chodesh Adar

T 28

Dates for Your Diary
January 2017
S 1

M 2

T 3

W 4 Ort concert, 7.30 pm at Wigmore Hall

Th 5

F 6

S 7 Vayigash

S 8 New Cheder Term begins, 10 am 
sharp

M 9

T 10

W 11 Social Centre, 10.30-2.30 at the Shul

Th 12

F 13 Shabbat evening service at 7.45 pm 
followed by an Oneg at 8.30 when Joanna 
Koenigsberg and Tim Miles will talk on 
their Mixed-Faith Israel Tour

S 14 Vayechi

S 15 Talk by Noru Tsalic, 7 pm at 
Wimbledon Shul

M 16

T 17 Knit and Natter, 10.30-12.30 at 
Pauline’s home

W 18

Th 19

F 20

S 21 Shemot - Bat Mitzvah of Hannah 
Canty

S 22 WIZO Supper Quiz, 6.30 pm at Catford 
& Bromley Synagogue Hall

M 23

T 24

W 25 Social Centre, 10.30-2.30 at the Shul - 
talk by Alan Payne
SE10 and Beyond - Book Discussion

Th 26

F 27

S 28 Rosh Chodesh Shevat
Va’era

S 29 Youth Club after Cheder
Burns Night, 6.30 pm at North West 
Surrey

M 30

T 31
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BACK PAIN?
We offer effective treatment 
for back and neck problems, 
sciatica, sports injuries and 

much more.
Andreas Jochim DO MSc

Candice McKendrick
M.Ost DO ND

12 Station Approach Hayes
Bromley Kent BR2 7EH

020 8650 0509
www.strawberryhouseclinic.co.uk

TOTAL
COMPUTERS

for all your 
computer needs

Don’t let a virus have the 
last word

Call Michael
PC Problems

No job too small
Phone and Fax
01322 667061

E-mail
michael.e.jenkins@hotmail.co.uk

PET PHOTOGRAPHY
Unique images of your pets taken at home 

or on location
CALL SIMON 07721 649901

www.takenbysimon.co.uk

TAKEN BY SIMON.CO.UK
PHOTOGRAPHY ON LOCATION

FAMILY PORTRAITS ALSO COMMISSIONED
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