
The Memorial 
Service 

for the late 
David Barnett 

will be held in the 
synagogue on 

Sunday 4 December 
at 4 pm.

Refreshments will be served.

Alan and Barbara Kurtz celebrated their Golden Wedding anniversary 
with a festive kiddush after the Shabbat morning service on 12 November. 
This picture shows them with their daughters Catherine and Elizabeth, 
son-in-law Dani and their grandchildren
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Come one, come all to
to our annual

CHANUKAH PARTY!!!

FOR THE YOUNG AND
YOUNG AT HEART

GILBERT GIGGLES will be 
there to entertain us! Hot 
dogs, latkes and sufganiyot 
(Chanukah doughnuts) will be 
served - all with dreidels and 
chocolate coins to play with!

YOUTH CLUB PARTY!
Movies, music, a 
Mocktail Bar and 
Canapes, ready to join 
us for candle lighting 
at the end!

Bring your chanukiah to light and we’ll do the rest.
Date: Sunday, 18 December
Time: 3.30 - 6.00 pm



Remembering Ruth Young
Ruth Young (Laupheimer) was born in 
Ulm, Southern Germany on 27 June 1921 - a 
happy child whose education was cruelly 
cut short by the Nazis. Ruth witnessed 
Kristallnacht in 1938 when, working as a 
probationary nurse in the Jewish Hospital 
in Hamburg, she watched the male patients 
being dragged out of their beds to who 
knows where.

At that point her young newly widowed 
mother, Rosa, and Ruth managed to find a 
small fishing vessel bound for Hull, whose 
captain was happy to take the two attractive 
ladies across the North Sea to Hull and 
safety. They then travelled on to Stirling 
in Scotland, where she and her mother 
worked as cook general and parlour maid 
in a doctor’s house.

In Scotland she met a young Jewish 
soldier Henry Young (né Weinberg) 
from Dresden. They married and moved 
to London, where they raised their four 
children, eventually moving to the ‘leafy 
suburbs’ of Pinner and then Wembley.

Thirteen years ago another part of her 
life started when she moved to Sidcup with 
her partner Rolf (Henry having died a few 
years previously) to be cared for more easily 
by her children. This enabled Ruth and 
Rolf to join the Social Centre at Bromley 
Synagogue, which Ruth loved attending. 
A good lunch, interesting conversation and 
companionship driven to the Synagogue by 
her and Rolf’s new found friend, Bernie 
Citron.

Ruth died after surgery to her broken hip 
on 18 October, but we shall all remember 
her twinkly eyes, a ready smile and gentle 
quiet demeanour.

Bernie Citron
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Some thoughts on services – View from the Chair

Chanukah Fair
Sunday, 4 December 

12.30 to 3 pm
There is a lot going on at the 
Chanukah Fair this year:

- Brick Lane bagels, pizza, donuts, 
a cake stall and refreshments

- Stalls selling cards, plants, new 
books, makeup and Judaica 
goods.

- Second hand books and toys.
- Arts and crafts.
- A fantastic raffle and more …

Can you please come to the Fair?
Can you help in any way?
Can you donate your time, books, 
toys, cakes, biscuits, a raffle prize? 
Contact: Michelle – 
michellebrooksevans@gmail.com 
or 07956 234309 
Dani – dani_hall@hotmail.com

I’ve being giving 
a bit of thought 

lately to what I like 
and dislike about the 
ritual associated with 
shul services. This 
was triggered by two 
very different Shabbat 
services I attended in 
Chicago last month, one 
in a Conservative and 
the other in a Reform shul. Of course, 
I recognise that individual preferences 
are greatly influenced (positively or 
negatively) by what one is used to 
and what one may have experienced 
as a youngster. Undoubtedly, this is a 
personal matter and one’s own attitudes 
may change from time to time or even, 
depending on one’s mood, on any 
particular day. Nevertheless, I find 
that some of my preferences are pretty 
consistent, so allow me to tell you about 
a few. 

I like a Shabbat service to last about 
an hour and a half. Frankly, I find sitting 
through one that lasts three or four 
hours, as I have experienced in orthodox 
shuls, does the very opposite of what it 
is intended to do. It reduces the chances 
of me finding meaning and inspiration 
from prayer or even concluding with a 
positive attitude. 

What about leining (cantillation)? 
Well, I have heard some beautiful 
leining from extremely knowledgeable 
lay men and women as well as chazanim 
(cantors). The chanting of a Torah 
portion or a Haftarah from Isaiah with 
its poetic and beautiful language can be 
an enriching experience. On the other 
hand I find that traditional chanting of 
prayers detracts from their meaning 
and there are times when it seems 
wholly inappropriate. At the end of the 
service in the Conservative shul on the 
Shabbat of Sukkot the Book of Kohelet 
(Ecclesiastes) was recited (leined). I’m 
sure every note was correct but it was 
completely meaningless. The language 
of Kohelet is plain and forceful and its 
lesson about how all the pride and riches 
in the world mean nothing, all is vanity, 
only comes across if it is read with the 
expression of every day speech, not 
chanted. 

How about inclusion of Mussaf, 
the Additional service for Shabbat and 

festivals, a tradition dating 
back to Temple times? 
Well, it was removed by the 
founders of Reform in this 
country but brought back in 
a short form by the editors 
of our current Siddur 
and festival Machzor. 
In orthodox services the 
Amidah is always read 
silently and then out loud, 

so for a Shabbat Shacharit and Mussaf, 
that means four times. By the fourth 
reading I find the blessings comprising 
the Amidah devalued and meaningless. 

I could expound on more of my 
preferences but I’ll resist the temptation; 
this is not intended to be a rant of a 
grumpy old man. What is important is 
to recognise that to achieve meaningful 
prayer is no easy option. One can sit in a 
service for one hour or four hours, read 
or lein, say a prayer once or umpteen 
times but none of these guarantee 
meaningful worship. The Reform option 
is no easy cop out; on the contrary, 
the decorum rather than noisy chatter, 
careful reading out loud together rather 
than murmuring of prayers privately, use 
of English as well as Hebrew all make 
demands on us to find meaning in our 
communal introspection and expression; 
I think that’s what matters. 

John Posner, Chairman

Jewish Museum, London
Raymond Burton House,
129-131 Albert Street,
London NW1

Shaping Ceramics
From Lucie Rie to Edmund de 
Waal
10 Nov 2016 – 26 Feb 2017
Discover the story of how Jewish 
ceramicists transformed British 
studio pottery and influenced 
successive generations of ceramic 
artists.
Admission: Adult, £7.50; 
Concession, £6.50; Child, £3.50.

mailto:michellebrooksevans@gmail.com


Social Centre News

The Social Centre met on 26 
October after the High Holydays 

and, as usual, there was much 
conversation and, before we knew it, 
Andreas had arrived to lead us in our 
exercises.

Lunch was enjoyable and we 
had the anticipation of hearing the 
Shortlands Singers, who had come 
to entertain us. This was their second 
visit. The group comprises five singers 
and a pianist. They obviously enjoy 
singing, as they are well known in the 
area and are entirely voluntary. It was 
a very pleasant end to our afternoon.

On 9 November, despite the 
cold weather, members still came to 
enjoy each other’s company. Games 
were played, including Scrabble, and 
although we did not have our usual 
discussion, there was much comment 
and surprise about the Americans 
electing Donald Trump for President.

Andreas came for our usual 
exercises and the games continued 
until our lunch, which included a very 
nourishing vegetable soup - most 
suitable for the cold weather.

After lunch Tom and David came 
to entertain us with a selection of 
records, which ranged from Horowitz 
playing the “Stars and Stripes” (very 
suitable choice) to Matt Munro. 
They also played Flanagan and Allen 
singing “Nice People” as a tribute to 
Ruth Young and Kit Solomons, who 
have sadly passed away. 

At the end of the afternoon two 
of our members were presented with 
plants in honour of their birthdays. 
This was a surprise to both of them 
because one of them at least still tries 
to hide the fact that she is getting older 
by the hour!

Zelda Stone
The Social Centre will next meet on 
Wednesdays, 14 and 28 December. 
There will be the usual socialising, 
exercises and lunch on 14 December, 
while the annual Chanukah Party 
will be held on 28 December. You are 
especially invited to support the latter, 
as we shall be hiring in staff to help 
with the catering.

This past year has seen two 
major political shifts, first 

Brexit, and then the election of 
Donald Trump as the American 
president. For all the differences 
between the United Kingdom 
and the United States, many have 
noticed the similarities of these 
events, not the least of which are 
President-elect Trump and UKIP 
founder Nigel Farage. 

So what does this mean for Jews? To 
start, it is important to note that neither 
the Torah nor rabbinic literature says 
anything about the European Union, 
much less the desirability of the UK’s 
membership in it, nor the Republican 
or Democratic political parties in 
America. Torah and rabbinic literature 
do talk, however, of the importance 
of establishing morally sensitive 
societies with fair, impartial courts and 
administrative systems and policies for 
taking care of the marginalised members 
of society, or “the widow, the orphan 
and the stranger,” in its language. It is 
up to each generation of Jews, informed 
by these values, to discuss what is 
appropriate in specific circumstances. 
It is no surprise that there is often 
disagreement, which is frequently 
celebrated and cherished rather than seen 
as undesirable. In that context, I’ll offer 
my views. 

There seem to be large gaps between 
the various sides. In each case, those 
voters who favoured a position closest 
to the status quo, that is “Remain” and 
Hillary Clinton, really underestimated 
the dissatisfaction that many people had 
with the status quo. In each case, the 
majority of voters in the large cities — 
London, New York, Los Angeles, and 
so on … were by and large satisfied with 
the overall direction of government. 
Many of those living elsewhere were not. 
I’m not a sociologist or political scientist 
able to explain that, although I’ve heard 
all the reasons everyone else has on 
radio, in newspapers and so on. What I 
do know is that there does not seem to 
be a huge amount of empathy for people 
on one side of the electorate for people 
on the other. In the American election, 
there was blatant anti-Semitism, racism, 
Islamophobia and all-around xenophobia 
coming from Donald Trump’s campaign. 

A similar anti-immigrant 
wave affected the United 
Kingdom. In the case of 
Trump supporters, I do 
not believe that all of 
them were motivated by 
that side of the campaign, 
but there was a disturbing 
tolerance of it. On the 
flip side, Hillary Clinton 
referred to Trump’s 

supporters as a “basket of deplorables”. 
These “deplorables” were often crudely 
depicted by her supporters as uneducated 
folk too stupid to know what is in their 
own best interest. All in all, many on all 
sides agree - it was a nasty election. Too 
nasty.

During election season, the goal 
is to campaign and win. But we can’t 
always look at society as a zero-sum 
game where there are only winners and 
losers. Jews should be concerned about 
anti-Semitism, but we should also care 
about Islamophobia. And I want non-
Jews to care about anti-Semitism the 
same as I do. I do not currently have any 
children in school, but I still want to pay 
the taxes necessary to live in a country 
with good schools. While I am straight, I 
still want a society that sees people who 
are LGBTQ as complete equals.  And 
I want a dignified life for people who 
do not go to university and grow up in 
a manufacturing or mining town, even 
though that’s not my life, and so on. And 
at the same time, I want government 
and others to be concerned about things 
important to me. In that way, citizen-
voters, mindful of their own concerns, 
but empathetic to the concerns of others, 
can chart a course for a government that 
is focused more on the common good. 
Ultimately, democracy and voting is a 
good thing—it’s an orderly, peaceful 
way to settle societal disagreements. But 
ultimately, that is not enough. It needs 
to be accompanied by a popular, public 
will to care for others’ interests, not just 
one’s own. 

There seem to be large gaps in 
both British and American societies. 
Hopefully, tolerance, respect and 
empathy can go a long way towards 
healing those gaps.

Rabbi Jason Holtz
jsholtz@gmail.com
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Jewish values in the world of Brexit and Donald Trump
by Rabbi Jason Holtz



Eits Chinuch: a weekly helping of 
Jewish learning and educational 
resources

Have you discovered Eits Chinuch 
yet? It’s a weekly e-newsletter from 

Reform Judaism that delivers a little slice 
of Torah into your inbox.

Firmly rooted in Torah, this ‘tree of 
education’ (the meaning of Eits Chinuch) 
branches out to explore creative ways of 
thinking about what’s in the weekly Torah 
portion, in the calendar and in the world of 
education. The main body of each email 
is a treasure trove of links to help you 
explore specific ideas further, collected 
with joyful curiosity about Torah and about 
the world. Recent editions have included: 
where halachah and modern inheritance 
law collide, golden eagles, the Battle of 
Cable Street on film, musical settings of 
Yom Kippur liturgy, surrogate mothers in 
India, and a blog about Torah cocktails (of 
the alcoholic variety).

If you’re a rabbi, you might find unusual 
ideas for sermons or shiurim; if you’re an 
educator, you might also appreciate links 
to prepared resources and news of job 
vacancies or training. If you’re simply 
interested in Jewish learning, you should 
find something each week to pique your 
curiosity, to deepen your understanding or 
to broaden your horizons. Each week you’ll 
also find a short personal reflection and links 
to the accessible ‘new’ JPS translations of 
the official Torah and Haftarah readings, 
according to the calendar prepared by the 
Assembly of Reform Rabbis UK. As the 
second option for the Torah readings also 
provides links to the more literal ‘old’ JPS 
translation and the Hebrew text, whatever 
your preferred version you can read the 
parashah even without a chumash to hand.

To let Eits Chinuch help you ‘make the 
words of Your Torah sweet in our mouths’ 
(as the blessing after study requests) all you 
need is a reasonable internet connection. If 
you’d like to take a look at recent editions 
to taste the flavour for yourself you can 
browse the Eits Chinuch archive. To 
subscribe, please go to the Eits Chinuch 
subscription page and enter your name and 
email address. We’d love you to join us!

Eits Chinuch is managed by Rabbi 
Debbie Young-Somers and can be reached 
via the Movement for Reform Judaism 
website.
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Cheder News 
Can you believe 
the end of the year 
is nearly here?? 
With so much 
happening in our 
shul, 2016 seems 
to have flown 
by.  Here’s a little 
recap of what’s 
happening this 

December so you don’t miss a thing:

1) A reminder that your children’s 
Tzedakah pennies will go to support 
the charity The Chartwell Cancer 
Trust Tiger Ward, which supports 
children undergoing cancer treatment 
at the PRU and the Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital in Woolwich. Please send 
in your last bits of spare change 
to support this very worthy cause, 
as next term we’ll be supporting a 
different charity chosen by Kittah 
Chet.

2) The wonderful parents of Hooray 
Cheder are running this year’s 
Chanukah Fair on Sunday, 4 
December from 12.30-3 pm. 
Unfortunately there will be no Gan 
on that day, but the event itself 
should make up for it! Lunches will 
be on sale, as well as doughnuts, 
Judaica, second hand Jewish books, 
toys, pottery - anything else you 
might think could make a good 
Chanukah gift for the ones you love. 
Best of all? The money you spend 
will help support the Cheder and 
other Shul events, so before you 
leave with your kids that Sunday, 
please pop downstairs and have a 
look.

3) Our Chanukah Party this year will 
be on the last day of Cheder, 18 

December.  Cheder will be cancelled 
that morning, so you’ll all be able 
to come from 3.30 to 6 pm instead. 
Gilbert Giggles will be on hand 

to entertain the younger ones, with 
latkes, sufganiot (doughnuts) and 
dreidels everywhere. Youth Club 
will have its own party room with 
MockTails and hors d’oeuvres. We’ll 
end the evening with a communal 
candle lighting. 

4) And speaking of Youth Club, I’m 
writing to let you know that with 
great pride and only a teensy bit of 
sadness I am officially handing the 
controls over our new Youth Leader, 
Hayley Preston starting January 
2017. Youth Club has been fantastic 
fun and I’ve loved being a part of 
it. This year, Hayley is hoping to 
plan trips to the cinema and even a 
sleepover in 2017, but remember: if 
the kids don’t use it, they’ll lose it so 
keep coming! 

5) Please check the Security Rota on 
this page to see if we are expecting 
you to show up for security. If you 
realise you cannot attend on the day 
you’ve been allocated, please contact 
Graham Harris: grahamh4@aol.
com.

6) Last but not least, our final day 
of Cheder this term will be 18 
December. Cheder will resume on 
Sunday, 8 January.

That’s all for now! I wish you all a very 
happy end to 2016, and look forward to 
seeing you all in the New Year.

L’Shalom,
Vicki, Cheder Head Teacher
vickiashmore@icloud.com

Cheder Security Rota – 

December 2016

Sundays:

4 December
Rhona Green

11 December
Julia Hodges

18 December – Chanukah party!
Kieron Hyams

Bat Mitzvah Girl

Galya Friedler celebrated her bat mitzvah 
in the synagogue in the presence of a large 
congregation, including many members 
of her far-flung family, on 19 November 
(Shabbat Vayera).

http://tinyurl.com/zvmfrtd
http://reformjudaism.us11.list-manage1.com/subscribe?u=59e5a817ca4caf3f212fe6c6f&id=97419e2e7f
http://reformjudaism.us11.list-manage1.com/subscribe?u=59e5a817ca4caf3f212fe6c6f&id=97419e2e7f
mailto:grahamh4@aol.com
mailto:grahamh4@aol.com


“Once we had a country and we 
thought it fair,
Look in the atlas and you’ll find it 
there:
We cannot go there now, my dear, we 
cannot go there now”

So wrote WH Auden in 1939, in his 
poem “Refugee Blues”. He was writing 
about German Jews fleeing Hitler but, 
sadly, his words are still appropriate 
for many people in today’s world. The 
fate of so many is still hanging in the 
balance, but for some there is hope and 
a helping hand. Sukkot is a time of year 
associated with temporary shelters and 
welcoming visitors. Today we often 
use the festival to remember those who 
are homeless or displaced, and this 
year, after the Erev Sukkot service, 
we sat down to listen to a wonderful 
talk by Sarah Nathan, who founded 
the organisation “Refugees at Home”. 
Sarah is herself the descendant of Jewish 
German refugees and she was so deeply 
touched by the plight of refugees from 
Syria and many other places around 
the world that she felt she had to do 
something practical to help.

Refugees at Home aims to place 
people with refugee status in ordinary 
homes that have a spare room or a 
sofa bed. To host someone you can be 
married, single, have a family or not. It 
doesn’t matter if you just have a sofa 
bed. They only need a room with a 
door that can close. Placements can be 
as short as 24 hours or several years, 
depending on the host’s and the guest’s 
circumstances, but are typically around 

6 months. Sarah told us that many hosts 
begin intending to have people in for 
a couple of weeks, but find that they 
become friends  with their guests and 
take them in for longer. The refugees are 
then safe, warm, taken away from the 
danger of living on the street, sleeping 
under a railway arch.

Sarah was accompanied by Issa, a 
refugee who was born in Kuwait, but 
whose family had to leave there. They 
eventually went to Syria. Issa has lost his 
family and his partner in the Syrian war. 
He is a kind, intelligent graphic designer 
who desperately wants to find a job,  but 
is rejected as soon as potential employers 
see the word “refugee”. He is so happy 
to be living in a family home again, to 
be regaining a semblance of normality 
in what is still a very difficult situation. 
Nobody listening  to his story could fail 
to be moved by what he has endured.

Refugees at Home is not a charity 
looking for donations, but they do need 
many more volunteers willing to host 
in the London and South East area. 
All prospective hosts and guests are 
thoroughly checked before placements 
are made and support 
is given by a Home 
Visitor. For more 
information visit 
their website: www.
refugeesathome.org

Article reproduced 
with permission from 
Haderech, the magazine of North West 
Surrey Synagogue.

Refugees at Home - by Marilyn Glicker Making and Tasting 
Chocolate
Bromley WIZO Eretz invites you 
to a delicious and informative treat 
to learn about making kosher pareve 
chocolate, including a demonstration 
and tastings.

There will also be an opportunity to 
buy the chocolates.

Date:  Thursday 15 December 
Time: 2 pm
Place:  Catford Shul Hall, 
 Crantock Road, SE6
Donation:  £10, including 
refreshments
Please phone Marilyn Burchell, 
07482 319589, 
to book your place.

On Erev Simchat Torah the Torah scroll was unrolled completely, so that it extended 
right round the synagogue and had to be supported by members of the congregation 
wearing rubber gloves to avoid soiling the precious surface

SLJYG Chanukah Party
Stephen King writes::

Thank you to everyone who has 
replied so far to confirm they can 
come to the South London Jewish 
Youth Group Annual Chanukah 
Party on Saturday 17 December 
at 6:30 pm at Croydon synagogue 
(The Almonds, 5 Shirley Oaks Rd, 
Croydon).

It is a chance to meet new and 
old friends and have fun on the 
bouncy castle. Take part in the huge 
Scalextric racing, costume jewellery 
making, magic, music and doughnut 
making. The party is open to all 
ages.

Hotdogs, ice cream, doughnuts and 
soft drinks will be provided and all 
included in the price of £7.50 per 
person payable on the night.

I’m delighted to confirm that we 
have gone one better this year, so 
instead of having the rodeo bull, we 
are having the Turnimator. Anyone 
has watched Wipe-out on BBC1 will 
know what it is. Go to: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=sKbVRVSKBTM so you 
can see yourself. It should be a lot of 
fun.

Please e-mail me at stephenking32@
sky.com and let me know you can 
come, if you haven’t already! 

Stephen King
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Social and Personal
BEREAVMENTS - Sincere condolences 
to Howard Binysh and his family on the 
sad loss of his father, Harry Binysh, 
and to Michael Zuke and his family on the 
sad loss of his father, David Zuke.
May the memory of both be for a blessing.

GET WELL SOON:
to Hilda Lask, Linda de Lange, Valerie 
Cohen and Sally Roseberry, following her 
recent operation, and to others known and 
unknown to us who are unwell at this time.

MANY HAPPY RETURNS to Martin 
Posner, who will celebrate his 80th 
birthday on 14 December. Martin invites 
all members of the congregation to join him 
at a celebratory kiddush after the Shabbat 
morning service on 10 December.

Thanks to the congregation
from Barbara and Alan Kurtz:
We would like to thank everyone who 
joined us on Shabbat, 12 November, to 
help us celebrate our Golden Wedding 
Anniversary. Thank you for your gifts, 
cards and good wishes and for welcoming 
our family in true Bromley style. Thanks 
too to Rabbi Holtz and John Posner for 
their kind words and to Len Campling and 
the girls for the delicious Kiddush – and 
of course Janine for the wonderful cake. 
It all went towards making our weekend 
of celebration truly memorable.
Kindest regards to you all, 
Barbara and Alan Kurtz

Welcome to New Members:
Mr and Mrs Robin and Angela Bloom 
of Chislehurst;

Mr and Mrs Gerard and Megan Farmar 
and family of Tonbridge.

The Macmillan Coffee Morning
A Thank You from Macmillan Cancer 
Care
Dear Pauline,

We wanted to say a massive Thank 
You for making this year’s coffee 
morning a huge success. We hope you 
and all your friends had a fabulous time 
catching up over cake for an amazing 
cause.

You should feel extra proud for 
raising £1,416.071. That’s one of our 
most generous contributions and will 
make a big difference in helping people 
affected by cancer.

All the time you dedicated to 
perfecting your bakes, getting everyone 
together and dishing out treats means 
Macmillan can give vital support to 
those who are facing one of the toughest 
times in their lives.

Every slice really does help change 
lives. So thanks once again for all your 
amazing support.

Claire Driscoll
Head Coffee Lady

1 This included contributions from Park 

Court, Pauline’s home.

Torah Bride and Groom

Michelle Brooks-Evans and Dr George Stein were honoured by the synagogue as Kallat 
Bereshit and Chatan Torah, respectively, at the Simchat Torah celebration on 23 October 
when our Torah scroll was also fully unwound and rewound so that reading could start 
again from the beginning on Shabbat Bereshit

Well done Matthew!
A hearty mazal tov to Matthew de 
Lange, who has walked the full 153 
miles of the North Downs Way from 
Farnham in Surrey to the White Cliffs of 
Dover. Matthew walked sometimes in 
company, but mostly alone, and took 16 
days to complete the course, walking on 
two days a week. 

Matthew is also a North Downs Way 
warden for the stretch from Oxted to 
Otford and has surveyed this section in 
detail. You can read his diary of the walk 
and see photographs at
http://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/north-
downs-way/blog/matthew-de-lange-
trail-warden-walk-diary

Matthew (right) with fellow walker on the 
North Downs Way

BDS for Idiots
Effie, who helps in the Social Centre and 
regularly attends our Shabbat morning 
services, has drawn our attention to 
a book by Barry Shaw, the Senior 
Associate of the Israel Institute for 
Strategic Studies. The book is called 
“BDS for Idiots” and can be purchased 
on Amazon for £7 or downloaded free 
to your Kindle. 

BDS stands for 
“Boycott, Divestment, 
Sanctions” and the 
book takes a light-
hearted, though 
critical, look at the 
sanctions movement.
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David was born on 15 August 1932 
in Wood Green. As a child, David 

loved sport, both watching and playing. 
He was a supporter of the nearest club, 
Tottenham Hotspur. David grew up during 
the war. One of the scarier stories from his 
childhood is that when he was about eight 
or nine years old, coming back from the 
barber, he was nearly killed by German 
aircraft strafing him. Fortunately, he was 
fine! 

At sixteen, David was told in no 
uncertain terms to earn some money. He 
might have preferred studying medicine, 
but instead he joined the Civil Service. His 
first position was in the Royal Agricultural 
Hall in Islington. From there, he moved 
to one of the bonded warehouses on the 
Thames where he was a customs and excise 
officer. Although an excellent worker, 
David’s modesty prevented him from 
putting himself forward for a promotion. 
His superiors though, tried to convince 
him to go for one, which he did, and he 
was promoted. He went on to King’s Beam 
House, the Customs and Excise head office. 
He took over the management of all of their 
cars. Later, he started and managed all of 
the shore-to-sea communications between 
the customs office and the Coastguard. 
He did so much intricate work that, by 
the time he took mandatory retirement 
at sixty, they had to replace him with a 
whole department. After retirement, he was 
honoured with an invitation to a garden 
party at Buckingham Palace. 

David and Desirée met at the Ner 
Tamid youth group at Streatham Liberal 
Synagogue. David served in the RAF for 
his national service and was stationed in 
Oxford. He used to cycle sixty miles each 
way to visit Desirée. They were married 
by Rabbi John Rayner on 4 July 1954, the 
very same day that food rationing ended.

After they were married they moved 
to Upper Norwood and had two children, 
Richard and Alison. Afterwards, they 
found their long-term home in Bromley, 
on the perfectly named Barnet Drive. They 
remained there until about three years ago.

Richard has many memories from his 
childhood, but two in particular come to 
mind, both involving sport. The first was 
at a teenagers vs adults cricket match 
organised by the synagogue. David made an 
outstanding catch, earning the applause of 

everyone who saw it. Another was during 
a game of rounders. Richard was playing 
backstop and, when he stood up after 
having been on his knees, he noticed that 
he had a very deep cut. David took him to 
hospital where they decided that Richard 
needed stitches. Curious, David asked if 
he could watch the stitches being put in. 
They said yes, but unfortunately as David 
was watching, he fainted. As for Richard, 
he went on to become a doctor.

David loved cars and photography. He 
even serviced his own cars right up until 
the point when computers were needed. 
He once took an engine out his car and 
then put it back in. When he was in Israel, 
driving to Ein Gedi back when there was 
only a single track road, their car broke 
down. In the middle of a desert, they were 
not likely to get help anytime soon. But no 
matter, David quickly peeked under the 
bonnet and saw that one of the distributor 
leads had come undone and fixed it very 
quickly. More generally, he was a do-it-
yourself kind of guy and was fascinated 
by gadgetry. 

Later in life, when David and Desirée 
were in their sixties, they bought a boat 
and enjoyed it immensely, for a number 
of reasons. It was moored near Richard’s 
place, so it gave them the opportunity to 
see him and his family a bit more. They 
would babysit and then spend the night 
on the boat. 

For a number of years, David was 
proud to serve as a magistrate. His friend, 
Ronnie Goldberg, who is a lawyer, said, 
“[David] and I had many discussions on the 
criminal law and policy and on sentencing. 
His opinions were always well thought out 
and cogently expressed.”

David loved the synagogue and was 
completely committed to it. Although he 
wasn’t a founding member, he joined just 
a few months later, in November 1964. He 
came to serve the synagogue in a variety 
of ways, including being the synagogue 
chairman and, most recently, the second 
President in the sixty-two-year history 
of the synagogue. Before becoming our 
synagogue, the building was a block of 
flats and our early members, including 
David Barnett, led in part by Sid Grant, 
helped to transform the flats into our shul. 
In 1982, David wrote a reflective piece in 
Highlight  on what it was like to help with 

that process of 
transforming 
the building 
i n t o  a 
s y n a g o g u e . 
David wrote:

“ I  w a s 
i n d e e d 
privileged to 
serve my DIY 
apprenticeship 
at the feet of one of the visionary founder 
members of this Synagogue, Sidney 
Grant. 

I was generally at his feet because 
he was usually up a ladder hitting what I 
was holding or holding what I was hitting. 
Occasionally I hit myself, but that is another 
story. What we were all involved in was 
possibly the greatest confidence trick in 
the history of this Synagogue… I well 
remember my first sight of the building 
we had bought and wondered what superb 
confidence trickster had palmed it off on 
us… But, [Sid] was the original creator of 
facts. These facts are the Ark we now face, 
the hall in which we pray, the kitchen, the 
loos, the lot.”

David rightly gives a lot of credit to 
Sid Grant, but there is a lot of credit to go 
around. David certainly deserves his share 
and more. David, and people like David, 
not only helped to make the synagogue 
what it is today, they helped to make the 
synagogue, full stop. And it was not just 
the building that they were committed to, 
but the people in the community. 

Admiration for David was widespread. 
Ronnie Goldberg writes: 
“We admired [David] enormously. He 
was a man of deep principles and lived 
by them even at the expense of some 
occasional unpopularity. His principles 
meant that when he took something on 
his commitment to it was total. Thus, 
when he was Synagogue Chairman, he 
attended every service, every meeting of 
every committee and every synagogue 
event. Because he (rightly) considered 
that nobody should be prevented from 
becoming Chairman by lack of means, 
he insisted that the Chairman should be 
given free tickets to all events and he fully 
claimed all proper expenses. That did not 
stop him from giving every penny back to 
the Synagogue in other ways.”

Hesped for David Barnett, z’l, 15 August 1932 to 14 October 2016
an edited version of the eulogy spoken by Rabbi Jason Holtz at David’s funeral on 21 October

continued at top of next page



SERVICES
December 2016 – Kislev 5777
Fridays at 7.00 pm, unless otherwise stated.
Saturdays at 10.30 am, unless otherwise stated
Thursday 1 December Rosh Chodesh Kislev

Friday 2 December
Saturday 3 December Vayetze (3 Kislev)

Friday 9 December
Saturday 10 December Lech-Lecha (10 Kislev) 

Festive Kiddush after the service in 
celebration of Martin Posner’s 80th 
birthday

Friday 16 December
Saturday 17 December Vayishlach (17 Kislev)

Friday 23 December
Saturday 24 December Vayeshev (24 Kislev)

First Candle of Chanukah

Friday 30 December
Saturday 31 December

Rosh Chodesh Tevet
Mikketz (2 Tevet)
Eighth Candle of Chanukah

CHANUKAH CANDLE LIGHTINGS

Monday 26 December: Beckenham – at Judi's, 5-7 pm. Bring your own 
chanukiah and candles, and snacks to share. Ring 07968 324981 or email 
judishef@aol.com

Tuesday 27 December: 

Wednesday 28 December: The Social Centre after the Chanukah Party at the 

synagogue.

Thursday 29 December:  Chanukah evening at Croydon Synagogue with hot salt 

beef and latkes from 6 pm. To book ring Bella Harris on 020 8726 6179

Friday 30 December: at Shul before 7 pm service.

Also at Dianne Mathews’, Orpington, 7 pm - a bring-and-share supper. Ring 

Dianne on 01689 826096 or email diannem3@gmail.com

Saturday 31 December – Blackheath at the de Lange’s 5-7 pm. 

Ring 020 8858 6206 or email lindascottdelange@gmail.com

If you cannot get to any of these, but would like somebody to join you to light your 
candles, please contact me and I will see whether there is anybody living close 
enough to you to do that. 

Judi: judishef@aol.com
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If there was one thing more important 
to him than the synagogue, it was family. 
David loved his family—his wife, Desirée, 
his children Richard and Alison, his 
grandchildren, Daniel, Jo, Michal and 
Ilana, and his great grandchildren, Jacob 
and Edward, more than anything. As a 
grandfather, David wanted to be there for 
his grandchildren, perhaps in a way that his 
own parents were not there for his children. 

Shortly before David died, Alison and 
Richard went to see him and he shared some 
very beautiful words with the two of them. 
David said, “Thank you for a wonderful 
life.” To which they could only respond, 
“But you gave us a wonderful life as well.”

We are currently celebrating Sukkot, 
a time of thanksgiving. Normally, our 
thanks would be over the sustenance and 
food granted to us. Today, we also give 
thanks for David’s life and his many 
blessings to us. 

In David’s time for living, he gave 
fully of himself to the things and people he 
cared for deeply — his career, synagogue, 
his friends and his family. And now as his 
time for death has come, it is time for us 
to remember the many ways that he had 
an impact upon us and to honour his death 
by taking inspiration from his highest 
lived values. 

May his memory always be for a 
blessing. Amen. 

continued from page 8

“Sad News” Announcements
When we need to circulate urgent news, most often that of a death or the arrangements for 
a funeral/shiva, we do so mainly via email. However, we are aware that many members 
either do not have email at all or cannot always access their account. We are therefore 
considering reinstating the telephone ladder for such news, but only for those who 
wish to opt-in to such a system. If you would like to be included on the ladder (i.e. 
somebody will call you and you might then have to pass the news on to one or more 
others) please contact the synagogue office (020 8460 5460).

SE10 and Beyond
On Friday 18 November a group of nine 
of us went to Bromley Little Theatre to 
see Kinderstransport. It was a moving 
and well acted play that we were glad 
to see. It had even more impact as a 
Bromley shul member Julie Binysh 
had a lead role. If you get the chance I 
recommend that you try and go.

Our next event is led by our own Boris 
Rumney with a discussion about his 
book on Wednesday 25 January 2017 
at the home of Maxine in Lee.  The book 
is called “The Splits: A Chronicle of 
Conflicts in a Young Man’s Life”. It is 
available on Amazon. If anybody would 
like to join us just let me know.

Michelle Brooks Evans on 
07956 234309 or 
michellebrooksevans@gmail.com

mailto:judishef@aol.com
mailto:michellebrooksevans@gmail.com
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Knit and Natter
Tuesday, 17 January, 10.30 am-12.30 pm at Pauline’s

We do need knitters, as we have many requests, so 
please do come and help.

Pauline Jeffree, 020 8650 4860
pauline.jeffree@btinternet.com 

December 2016
Th 1 Rosh Chodesh Kislev
F 2

S 3 Toledot
S 4 Chanukah Fair - 12.30-3 pm at the Shul

Memorial Service for David Barnett, 4 pm
M 5
T 6
W 7
Th 8
F 9
S 10 Vayetze

Festive Kiddush after the service to 
celebrate Martin Posner’s 80th birthday

S 11
M 12
T 13
W 14 Social Centre, 10.30-2.30 at the 

Shul
Th 15 Bromley WIZO-Eretz - Chocolate 

Workshop, 2 pm at Catford Shul
F 16
S 17 Vayishlach

SLJYG Chanukah Party, 6.30 pm at 
Croydon Shul

S 18 Chanukah Party with Gilbert 
Giggles - from 3.30 pm at the Shul

M 19
T 20
W 21
Th 22
F 23 Shabbat Limmud at Birmingham
S 24 Vayeshev - First Candle of 

Chanukah
S 25 Limmud Conference begins in 

Birmingham
M 26
T 27
W 28 Social Centre - Chanukah Party
Th 29 Limmud Conference ends
F 30 Rosh Chodesh Tevet
S 31 Mikketz - Last Candle of 

Chanukah

Dates for Your Diary
January 2017

S 1

M 2

T 3

W 4

Th 5

F 6

S 7 Vayigash

S 8 New Cheder Term begins, 10 am 
sharp

M 9

T 10

W 11 Social Centre, 10.30-2.30 at the Shul

Th 12

F 13

S 14 Vayechi

S 15

M 16

T 17 Knit and Natter, 10.30-12.30 at 
Pauline’s home

W 18

Th 19

F 20

S 21 Shemot - Bat Mitzvah of Hannah 
Canty

S 22

M 23

T 24

W 25 Social Centre, 10.30-2.30 at the Shul
SE10 and Beyond - Book Discussion

Th 26

F 27

S 28 Rosh Chodesh Shevat
Va’era

S 29

M 30

T 31
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BACK PAIN?
We offer effective treatment 
for back and neck problems, 
sciatica, sports injuries and 

much more.
Andreas Jochim DO MSc

Candice McKendrick
M.Ost DO ND

12 Station Approach Hayes
Bromley Kent BR2 7EH

020 8650 0509
www.strawberryhouseclinic.co.uk

TOTAL
COMPUTERS

for all your 
computer needs

Don’t let a virus have the 
last word

Call Michael
PC Problems

No job too small
Phone and Fax
01322 667061

E-mail
michael.e.jenkins@hotmail.co.uk

PET PHOTOGRAPHY
Unique images of your pets taken at home 

or on location
CALL SIMON 07721 649901

www.takenbysimon.co.uk

TAKEN BY SIMON.CO.UK
PHOTOGRAPHY ON LOCATION

FAMILY PORTRAITS ALSO COMMISSIONED
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